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UNITED STATES

GEORGE W. ROYCE, OF ENGLEWOOD,

PAaTENT OFFICE,

NEW JERSEY, AND IIENRY HATNER,

OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

INKSTAND.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 264,763, dated September 19, 1882,
Application filed April 6, 1882. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, GEORGE W. ROY(E,
of Englewood, in the county of Bergen anil
State of New Jersey, and HENRY HAFPNER, of

5 the city, connty, and State of New York, have
invented certain newandusefnl Improvements
in Inkstands, of which the following is aspeci-
fication.

Our invention is an improvement on that

1o class of inkstands, heretofore but little known,
in which the lid of the ink-bottle is so pivotel
and connterbalanced astohaveaconstant tend-
ency to open, and adapted to receive the pen
upou its opening end, so that when the pen is

15 laid down after writing its weight upon the
lid overcomes the conuter-balance and auto-
matically closes the lid, while on the other
hand, when the pen is again taken up to write,
the removal of its weight from the lid eauses

2o the lid to auntomatically open., Heretofore to
produce this action the lid has been provided
with a special rack or pen-receptacle fixed or
mounted thereon, npon which the pen is bod-
ily placed and supported, or movable racks of

25 peculiar form have been operatively connected
with the lid, all of which render the inkstand
more or less complicated and expensive. Now
in our improvement we employ only the ordi-
nary and necessary parts of an inkstand—viz.,

30 thestationary pen-racksand theink-bottle with
its pivoted lid; but by a simple relative forma-
tion and arrangement of the pivoted lid and
the stationary racks we accomplish the desired
purpose in a manner which is very efficient, as

5 well as very neat and cheap, as hereinatter
fully set forth.

In the drawings annexed, Figure 1 presents
a sectional side elevation of our improved ink-
stand, and Fig. 2 a plan view thereof.

40 - In the drawings, ¢ indicates the base of the
inkstand, which may be of any suitable shape
or design,and is provided witha central socket
to receive the ink-bottlebin the ordinary man-
ner, which bottle, as illustrated, is of a well-

45 knowndesign, butmay be of any desired shape.
From the base, at either side of the bottle,arise
the fixed pen-racks ¢ ¢, which racks are of
nearlythe usual construction, having ordinary
rack-notches, d, at the extreme top to receive

so and support spare pens or other instruments.

These racks ¢ ¢ are, however, peculiar in that
they are formed witlh the smooth inclined ways

or edges e¢ on the front, which begin at a point

on about a level with the top of the ink-bottle
and rise to the top of the rack at a consider- sg
able distance above the ink-bottle, as shown

in Fig. 1. These inclines are preferably nos
straight, but have a neatly-curved contonr for
greater ornamental effect, and at the top of
the inclines a stop or projection, f7, is formed 6o
by an ornamental foliation in the design of the
rack, and at the bottom a larger stop or pro-
jection, f, is formned by another foliation in the
shape of a console, as seen best in Fig. 1.

The lid g of the 1nk-bottle is fixed to an axis, (g
I, which is freely pivoted at either-end in the
racks ¢ ¢, on about a level with the top of the
ink-bottle, as shown in Fig. 1. The lid may
be formed as a flat plate to close down flush
upon the mouth of theink-bottle, as illustrated, yo
or it may have any other suitable form, and it
is provided with a rearwardly-extending arm,

g’y weighted at its extremity, thus forming a
counter-balance, which gives the lid a constant
tendency to open and normally remain so, as 73
indicated by full lines in Fig. 1. Now the
counterbalanced lid and the inclinese e of the
rack are so arranged relatively to each other,
as fully shown in Fig. 1, that when the lid is
raised or open, as shown, the tip of the lid or 8o
any poiut or projection thereon will project
out between the inclines ¢ ¢ and beyond the
edge of the same, as illustrated. Hence, if
after the writing is finished the pen is placed
on the inclines behind the projecting tip of 83
the lid, as illustrated in Fig. 1, the pen will
immediately roll down the iunclines and force
the lid before it, thus closing the lid down on
the mouthof the bottle,and the pen will finally
rest upon the closed lid at the bottom of the go
inclines, as shown by dotted linesin TFig. 1,
where the stop f prevents the further motion
of the pen. The lid will thus be held securely

closed while the pen remains at the bottom of
the inclines; but if the pen be again taken up g3
to write, thelid will automatically open by the
action ot its ecounter-balance, as will be read-
ily understood.

By this simple and neat constraction we pro-
duce a very desirable inkstand, in which the roo
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opening and closing of the ink-bottle is per-
formed antomatically by the necessary motions

“of taking up or laying down the pen, and

withont any special thought or attention on
the part of the writer, thereby presenting the
important twofold advantage of always pro-
tecting the ink from dust, evaporation, or ex-
posure during disuse and opening the bottle
without effort the instant that the ink is de-
sired.

It will also be seen that a characteristie fea-
tare of our improvement is that weaccomplish
these -desirable results without any parts or
mneéchanism additional to the necessary ele-
ments of all complete inkstands—viz., the sta-
tionary pen-racks and the pivoted lid, by the
simple relativeform and arrangement of which
two elements we produce an inkstand of the
class desecribed, which is not only very efficient
in action, but very neat and inexpensive in
construction. ’

We prefer to-make the lid gin the simulated
form of some tailed animal of grotesque or or-
namental shape—such as a dolphin,skate, tur-
tle, dragon, &e.—the tail serving as thearm ¢/,
on the end ot which a counter-weight may be
formed Ly a cavity filled with shot, by a plug
of 'lead, or by a movable weight, either of
which admits of adjustment, as will be under-
stood, A spring may, however, be nsed in-
stead of a weight to give the lid a constant
tendency to open, as will be readily under-
stood.

It is not,of course, essential to our invention
that the ways e e be actually inclined down-
ward and forward, as shown in Fig. 1, for in-
stead of this the ways may. have a concave or
convex curve, or be actually perpendicular,
provided the tip of the lid projects out between

them, as set forth; but the inclined form is of

course preferable.

‘What we claim is—

1. An inkstand construeted with a connter-
balanced lid having a constant tendency to
open, and a fixed pen-rack formed with slid-
ing ways or edges arranged at aradias within
or behind the path or radius of the tip'of the
lid, whereby the pen, when placed upon the
ways behind or above the lid, will roll or slide
down the ways, and thereby depress and close
the lid, whereas if the pen is taken vp the lid
will-automatically open.

2 In an inkstand, the combination, with a
counterbalanced lid havingaconstanttendency
to open, of the fixed pen-racks e ¢, formed with
inclines or ways e ¢,arranged within the radius
of the tip of the lid, and the stop f, arranged
at the foot of said ways and above the lid when
depressed, substantiaily as and for the purpose
set forth.

GEO. W. ROYCE.
HENRY HAFNER.
Witnesses:

CHAS. M. HIGGINS,
M. J. LEONARD.
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