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To all whom it may concern: .
Be it known that I, EbpwARD L. MUELLER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at St.

" Lonis, and State of Missouri, have invented a
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new and useful Improved Packing-Box for
Bottles, &c., of which the following is a speei-

fication.

It is my object cliefly to pack bottles and the

like articles that are liable to fracture or re--

quire to be packed, covered, or protected for
storage,transportation, and shipping purposes.
I attain these objects by the mechanism illus-

trated in the accompanying drawings, in

which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the series |

of compartments, squares, or nests as they ap-
pear in the box. TFig. 2 is a transverse sec-
tional elevation, showing the Dbottles in the
compartients, and specially to show the latter
divided in equal halves, the npper half being
placed directly on top of the lower half. TFig,
3 shows the pattern or one of the sides, the full
lines to the left representing the intersecting
sides inserted in the vertical -and horizontal
slits, the latter being shown cut in the side
piece or pattern in the right- hand part of the
said figure.
Similar letters referto similar parts through-

_out the several views.
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A represents the box or case in which' the
layersof compartments filled with bottles, &e.,

~ are packed. A’ A?represent duplicatehalves
* of compartmentsto form a single layer of com-
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pleted compartments. The compartments are
made of pasteboard or other suitable materiai,
B B, whieh are the longitudinal sides or StI‘lpS
mtersected by transverse sides or strips C G,
placed at right angles, as shown, forming a
square-shaped space, but open at top and bot-
tom, whieh I close by the means and maunner
hereinafter stated. The strips B B and C C
have the like slits ent where they intersect, so
as to fit together. - These vertical slits can be
seen marked b b in Fig. 3.

I do not claim nests, squares, or compart—
ments formed of the like strips B Band C U,
having the like cuts or slits, so that the one
strip can intersect the other, as the like nests
are common in egg crates or carriers. I how-
ever provide-all the strips C C with the further
slits marked ¢ ¢, and cut horizontally near the

(No model.)

bottom edge of the strip, as shown. Through

each strip C O having slits ¢ ¢, just named, I .

pass a strip of thin wood, (veneer,) D, which
sufficiently closes the upper, while a hke strip
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of veneer, 1), in similar manner passing

through slits d d, closes the bottomn space of
each compartment. The veneer strips D/ sup-
port the bottom of the bottle, and the veneer
strips D at top forin a bearing to retain the
bottle, as shown in Fig. 2. The veneers D D
stiffen, brace, and otherwise strengthen the
intersecting pasteboard sides. A single layer
of completed compartments, therefore, consists
of the two duplicate halves A’ A?, each com-
posed: of the like intersecting strips B B C C,
&e., the transverse strips or sides having the
slits ¢ d and passed through same, the respect-
ive longitudinal top and bottom veneers, D
D/, all as shown in Figs. 1, 2, so that the up-
per half, A% can be placed on top of the lower
half, A’, completing the compartments in or-
der to house or pack the bottles. The edges
of all the sides or strips B B C C D D pro-
ject beyond the sides and form the spaces
(marked ¢) between the outer face of the layer
and the inside faces of the box. When the
layer of compartments is placed inside the box
the spaces e exist on all sides, the object being
to cuskion the compartments and their con-
tents from injury liable to arise from concus-
sion, jars, &e.

The packing of bottles and the like is ac-
complished with great dispateh and safety,
since all that is necessary is to place the lower
half-layer, A’, in the box, then place the bot-

tles in the compartments. This done, place the:

remaining half-layer, A% on top of A/, as indi-
cated in Figs. 1 and 2, lastly closing the lid-of
the box.

What I claim is— .

1. In combination with the sectional halves
A’ A2, each consisting of sides B B O C, inter-
secting each other and having slits ¢ d, as
shown and.described, the slits at ¢ and d and
the respective veneers D D’ to form the top
and bottom sides of the compartments, as and
for the purposes set forth.

2. The-combination of the respective half-
layers of counterpart compartments, each con-
sisting of the sides or strips B B C C, intersect-
ing each other midway the like distance, the
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latter strips further having the horizontal slits
¢ d, the veneer strips D D’ passing through
the said slits ¢ 4 and forming the top and bot-
tom strips of the compartment proper, by
means whereof bottles and the like can be
packed in the manner and for the purposes set
forth.

3. In combination with the box A, the layer
of compartments A’ A?, each consisting of the
like strips B B C C, intersecting each other
midway the like distance, the latter strips fur-

ther having the horizountal slits ¢ d, the veneer |

strips D DY, the edges of all the strips B C D
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D’ projecting beyond the sides and forming
spaces ¢ between all the sides of the compart- 13
ments facing the box and the box proper, by
means whereof bottles and the like can be
packed in the manner and for the purposes set
forth.

In testimony of said invention I have here- 20
uuto set my hand. :

EDWARD L. MUELLER.
Witnesses: i

WirLriAM W. HERTHEL,
SIMON ROETTER.



