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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, CHARLES D. BLAKES-
LEE, of Grand Rapids, in the county of Kent
and State of Michigan, have invented certain
useful Improvements in Folding Tables, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description. ‘

The object of this invention is to provide a
table which may be folded into small compass
for convenience in transportiation; moving, and
stowing away.

The invention relates to the construction

and arrangement of parts, whereby the hinged
braces of the folding legs are held in place
both when the legs are extended.and folded,
and whereby the folding side leaves are sup-
ported when extended.
_ Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 i3 a side elevation of my improved
folding table as it appears when unfolded and
the leaves raised, ready for use. Fig. 2 is an
end elevation, partly in section, one leaf only
being raised. Fig. 3 is a bottom view, partly
in section. Tig.4isa cross-sectional elevation
showing thé manmner of bracing the legs. Fig.
5 is a cross-sectional elevation showing the po-
sition of the parts when the table is folded up;
and Iig. 6 is a similar view of a portion of the
table, showing the position’ of spring and brace
when the legs are being folded.

The frame of the table—composed of the side
boards, ¢ a, and the end boards, b b—and the
center panel, A, placed upon and secured to
the frame, are of ordinary form and construe-
tion. Theleaves C C, which are hinged in the
ordinary manner to the side edges of the main
center panel, A, are divided, forming the parts
¢¢’, which parts are hinged together, as shown,
The parts ¢ of the leaves are made about the
same width as the side boards, & a, of the frame,
so that when the leaves are let down the.parts
¢’ are-adapted to fold under the edges of the
said side boards and lie parallel with the main
center paunel, as shown in Fig. 5, under the
folded legs of the table.

The legs d d are secured at their upper ends
to the cross-piece D, which is hinged to the
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under side of the main panel A by the hinges
¢ ¢, and this cross-piece is provided with the
hinged braces ff, the ends of which are adapt-
ed to engage with the stops ¢4 for holding the
legs iu vertical position for supporting the ta-
ble, as shown in Fig. 4. ‘

The legs g g of the table are secured at their
upper ends to the cross-piece G, which is nar-
rower than the cross-piece D, and is hinged by
thehingesh hto the cross-piece H, which is fixed
in the frame of the table. This cross-piece G
is provided with the hinged braces f’ f/, which
are adapted to engage with the stops 4/ 4 for
holding the legs in a vertical position in the
sawme-manner that the legs d d are held.

In order to hold the ends of the braces f and
Jin engagement with the stops4 and #, I pro-
vide the bottom of the main panel with the
double strap-springs j j, the ends of which im-
pinge against the braces and hold them in the
position shown in Fig. 4 when the legs are un-
folded or brought to position for supporting
the table.

In folding the legs the braces ff of the eross-
piece D must first be drawn down against the
tension of the springs jj, so as to permit the
ends of the braces to pass the stops, thus per-
mitting the legs d d to be folded flat against
the under side of the main panel. The legs ¢
¢ are then in like manner to be released from
the stops and folded down upon the legs d d,
as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 4 and in full
and dotted lines in Fig.-5.

The supports B B for the leaves C C of the
table are formed of the arms E E, which are
hinged together by the hinge ¢/, and are hinged
at their outer ends by the hinges 2’ I/ to the
plates F IV, which slide in the ways ¢’ ¢/, formed
on the outside of the side boards, @ a, of the
frame of the table, and thus permit the sup-
porting-arms E B to be drawn out any dis-

tance for supporting one or both parts of the

leaves, as desired. In order that the support-
ing-arms may be conveniently drawn. out, I
provide the cords n.n, which are first attached
to the adjacent ends of the arms and from
thence lead back through the staples p p, and
are then attached to the inner euds of the slid-
ing plates I I, as shown .in Fig. 3. By this
means the arms and sliding plates are caused
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to move simultaneously, and all danger of
cramping of the plates is thus obviated.

When both parts of the leaves C C are to
be raised the supports will be drawn entirely
out, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, and as an addi-
tional snpport for the. parts ¢/, I provide the
parts ¢ with the pivoted plates L L, which may
be turned so as to reach under the parts ¢/ or
turned to either side, as shown clearly in Fig.
3, s0 ag not to interfere with the folding up of
the said parts of the leaves.

By this construction the table is made more
convenient than tables of ordinary construc-
tion, and when folded up it is very compact
and occupies very small space, which is a greaf
advantage in moving, transporting, and stow-
ing away when not in use.

I am aware it is not new to provide fixed
stops and spring-supports for braces hinged to

folding table-legs, and do not claim broadly |

snch combination of parts.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention, I ‘

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

265,010

1. The combination, with hinged braces ff’ 25
and the folding legs d and g and stops ¢ i/, of
the flat spring j, which is secured to the table-
top, and has its end portions bent downward,
as shown, to accommodate said braces and
hold them in place when the legs are folded or
extended, as specified. ,

2. Thesupporting-arms E E, hinged together
and hinged at their outer ends to the sliding
platés F I, as and for the purposes set forth.

3. The side boards, a, of the frame of the ta-
ble, formed with the ways ¢/, in combination
with the sliding plates ¥ and the hinged arms
E, substantially as and for the purposes set
forth.

4. In combination with the hinged arms E 40
E and the sliding plates I F, the cords nn and
staples p p, substantially as and for the pur-
poses set forth.

CHARLES D. BLAKESLEE.

Witnesses:
H. S. BAILEY,
F. R. SMITH.
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