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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

STEPHEN COX, OF KEESEVILLE, NEW YORK.

WASH-BOILER,

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 265,027, dated September 26, 1882,
' Application filed July 17, 1832. (Nomodel) J

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, STEPHEN CoOX, a citizen
of the United States of America, residing at
Keeseville, in the county of Essex and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Wash-Boilers; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a’full,

~clear, and exact description of the invention,

such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference beinghad to'the accompanying dra-
ings, and to letters or figures of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification. ) ‘
This'invention relates to that class of wash-
ing -machines which are usnally known as
**wash-boilers,” in which class steam is gener-

. ated in one part of the boiler and is caused to
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impinge upon the clothes, and thus cleanse
them.

My improvement consists in the construc-
tion and combination of the parts, as will be
hereinafter set forth, and pointed out in the
claims.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a top view with
the lid or cover removed, and Fig. 2 is a trans-
verse sectional view taken through the line z
of Fig. 1.

On-annexed drawings, the letter A represents
the exterior of a wash-boiler, which, in regard
to-external appearance, is of ordinary construe-
tion, and is provided with the usual side han-
dles. 'Wash-boiler A is provided with a hori-
zontal plate, @, from which is suspended the
steam-chest or clothes-receptacie B, thus form-

ing a water-space, , between the walls of the

. boiler A-and the steam-chest B. Plate a is
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provided with an opening, which is closed by
means of a suitable valve or lid, b, through
which water may be poured for the purpose of
filling the space between the steam-chest.and

~ boiler. Attached to the plate «, and project-
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ing upwardly therefrom, is a rim, &/,-in which
water may be placed to.make a water-joint, so
as to prevent the steam from escaping from un-
der the cover F and valve . The chest B is
provided with numerouns perforations, ¢ ¢, near
its upper end, as shown in Fig. 2, and with a
grate, D, which is secured to the bottom of the

chest B, over the steam-exit pipes E E. These
steam-exit pipes E E are bent in the shape
shown in Fig. 2, one end being secured to the
bottom of the steam-chest,while the other ends
are attached to the plates @, extending above
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the frame. The steam-chest B is provided with 53

a suitable tight cover, F.

The method of using and the operation of
this invention may be described as follows:
The water-space C is filled with water through
a valve or opening in the plate a neariy to the
line of perforation ¢ ¢. The clothes or articles
to be cleansed, after being wet, are placed in
the steam-chest, and the cover is placed there-
on. The wash-boiler is then placed on the
stove. When the water in the space C reaches
the boiling - point the steam. which is gener-
ated,not having other means of escape, passes -
through the perforations in the lining of the
steam-chest upon the clothes, and from thence,
having no other opening or means of exit, it
finds its way through the clothes and out of
the exit-pipes, the grate over the ends of these
pipes preventing the clothes from closing the
same. :

Having described myinvention,what Iclaim
as new, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— : .

1. In a wash-boiler of the class described,
having an outer vessel for generating steam,
the inner steam-chest, B, perforated near its

6o

65

70

75

8o

upper end, and provided with steam-exit pipes

E, attached to its bottom, said pipes passing
through and to the exterior of the water-cham-
ber, substantially as shown.

2. In a wash-boiler or clothes-cleansing ap-
paratus, the water-chamber C, provided with
a valve, b, in combination with a steam-chest
suspended in the wash-boiler, and provided
with perforations ¢ ¢, grate D, the exit-pipes
E I, and cover F, substantially as shown and
described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. '

STEPHEN COX,

Witnesses : .
GEo. M. BOYNTON,
H, R. Moon.
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