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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

JOHN KELLER, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

TAG OR TI‘CKET NUMBER PRINTING PRESS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters-Pa.tent No. 265,101, dated September 26, 1€82,
Application filed March 29, 1882 (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN KELLER, of the
city, county, and State of New York, have in-
vented an Improved Tag or Ticket Number
Printing Press, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification. ‘ .

My invention relates to a press or machine
for printing successively upon each one of a
series of tags or tickets on a strip or ribbon a
designated number or other matter ; and my
invention consists in the combination, in such
a press, of the deviceshereinafter set forth and

described, whereby the result named is ac-.
complished with rapidity and with precision
as to the locality of the number on each tagor.

ticket, as hereinafter specified.
Tigure 1 is a front end elevation of a press
or machine containing my invention, the for-

- ward part of the frame being cut away and
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shown partly in vertical section, disclosing the
operating mechanism. - Fig. 2.is a plan of the
press. Fig. 3 is a side elevation-of the same
in vertical section, and Fig. 4 is a view in de-
tail of a strip or ribbon of tagsor tickets adapt-
ed to be printed in my improved press.

The object of my invention is to enable a
number or other matter to be printed suceces-
sively, and with rapidity and precision as to lo-
cality, upon each oneof a series of tags or tick-
ets on a strip or ribbon, and more particularly
to enable this to be done on the tags or tick-
ets which are the subject-matter of my appli-
cation for Letters Patent for tags or tickets
for garments for use by tailors in making com-
pleted garments, filed January 11, 1882,

A is the frame of the machine, composed of
the base a, the sides a/, and the end pieces, a4,
and with the bar a3, fixed on the frame and
extending horizontally lon gitudinally of the
machine from one end piece a® to the other,
as shown in Fig. 2.

B is the lower feed-roller, mounted on shaft
b, having snitable bearings in the sides of the
frame. C is the upper feed-roller on shaft ¢,

having bearings in the frame, as shown. The
two rollers are geared together, as shown.
The machine is operated preferably by a erank
on the end of the upper roller-shaft, as shown.
TUpon the face of the roller C is the segmental

»

‘projection, ¢/, which extends more or lessaeross

‘the face of the roller,and is of a length circum-.

ferentially of the roller equal substantially to
the width of the tag or ticket which is.to be
‘printed upon and projects from the roller-face,
'so that its exterior face will, when brought op-
posite to the face of the lower roller, be incon-
tact, or nearly so, with said face of the lower
roller. The upper and lower rollers are of
such a relative diameter that a radius drawn
‘to the surface of the projection ¢’ of the upper
‘roller will be equal to a radins drawn to the
face of the lower roller. By this means a'strip
or ribbon of tickets passed between the feed-
rollers will be fed the distance of the widthof
one ticket by the projection ¢/ and the lower
‘roller. at each revolution of the rollers, and
will lie at rest on the lower roller during the
‘remainder of each such revolation. A table
or guide, D, which may be adjustable, on which
‘the strip may be passed flatwise to the rollers,
is preferably employed in connection with a
guide-groove, E, into which the edge of the
strip is laid in feeding the strip to the ma-
chine.

The type or equivalent with which the print-
ingis doueare set in a recess, ¢% in the face of
the roller C, and a set-screw, ¢’, is provided
{0 hold them in place. They project from the
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face of C to a height substantially the same as-.\§

that of ¢/, and they are fixed in their recessat
such a point relatively to the length of ¢’ as
will cause them to imprint upon the ticket at
the predetermined and desired locality—as, for
instance, either near the top, the center, or the
bottom of the ticket.

At F is an ink-roller for inking the type,
which may be operated by a belt, as showu.

At G is an arm or plate, which slides trans-
versely of the machine in an opening or way
in the frame of the machine,asshown, and pro-
jects into and part way across the path of the
strip of tickets as said strip comes from the
rollers. It is placed relatively to the rollers
so that the vertical median line of its face ad-
jacent to the rollers is substantially opposite
the point where the heel of the feed-projection
¢ leaves the face of the lower roller. Itthen
enters the path of the ticket-strip at the rear
edge of the ticketasit stands when it has been
fed forward the spaceof its width by the rollers.
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This plate or arm is preferabl ¥ wedge-shaped
on the end or face which projeets into the path
of the ticket, and it is mounted on or provided
with a spring, (shown at ¢,) which operates to
hold it projected into the ticket-path,asshown.
A cam, ¢/, is provided, and may be set on one
end of the lower roller, as shown, .which oper-
ates to engage the face of the arm G and force

.1t baek in its recess or way-out of the path of
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the ticket, and this cam is arranged relatively
to the feed-projection ¢’ on the upper roller, so
that when the said projection begins to move
the ticket forward between the rollers at each
revolution thereof the cam g’ will carry thearm
G back out of the ticket’s path, and will hold it
there while the ticket is fed forward the dis-
tance of its width, and when the ticket is re-
leased from the rollers and its forward move-
ment ceases will allow the arm G to again be
projected forward. In place of the spring ga

- Separate cam, giving a positive forward move-

ment to the arm G, may be employed. Now,

it is evident that a strip of tags or tickets—.

such as is shown at Fig. 4 of the drawings—
having notches cut in the edge of the strip in-
termediate the tickets, (said notches beivg con-
formable in outline to the projecting face of (+,)
will on being fed to the described machine be
passed forward by the projection ¢/ and roller
B the distance of the width of each ticket suc.
cessively at each revolution of the rollers, and
will be printed upon by the type on the roller
C, the arm G being drawn back ontof the path
of the strip while the strip isthus moving,and
said arm being projected intoone of the notches
between the tickets in the edgeof the strip the
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moment that the ticket-strip is released by the
feed, and there remaining, holding the strip in
the position in which it is left by the feed at
the completion of the printing upon one ticket,
and during the remainder of the revolution of

the feed-rollers, and thus presenting it to the’

feed at the nextrevolution thereof in the same
position as that which it was leftin by thefeed

at the preceding revolation; and itis evident .
.that, this operation of the parts being continu-

ous during the printing of the entire strip, the

type will print with rapidity and precision as

to locality of the printed matter on each ticket
on all the tickets of the strip.

This machiue is intended to be operated by
hand and to be ased in printing the ¢ lot num-
ber” or similar matter upon each of the tags
or tickets used Ly tailorsin marking garments,
said tags or tickets being first printed in suc-
cession on a strip or ribbon of paper or analo-
gous material. It will thus do away with the
slow and laborious practice of stamping these
numbers on such tickets by hand.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to

Secuare by Letters Pateut, is—

In a tag-printing machine, the combination,
with the feed and printing mechanism, sub-
stantially as described, of the adjustable side
guide on the table, and the transversely-recip-
rocating arm G, operating through slotted
guide E as a stop for the notched tag-strip, as

specified. '
JOHN KELLER.
Witnesses ; .
A. 8. FrrcH,
- HENRY EICHLING.
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