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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, JOHN SPERRY, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Mountain

Home, in the eounty of Monroe and State of

Pennsylvania, bave invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Clothes-Pins; and I
do_declare the following to be a full clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had tothe accompanyingdraw-

ings, and to the letters and figures of reference

marked thereon, which form a part of this

. specification.
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the center one is flexible.

My invention relates to wooden clothes-
pins; and it consists in providing the same
w1th two intersecting longitudinal slots of va-
rying width, and arranged at right angles, so

as to form four flexible prongs, as heremafter

more fully set forth.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a per-
spectn ¢ view of my improved clothes-pin, and
Fig. 2 is a transverse section of the same on
the 11ne x z of Fig. 1.

Heretofore wooden clothes-pins have been
slotted longitudinally, soas to form only two
or three prongs. In adjusting these pins so
a8 to secure clothing upon a line, especially
when the pin bas only two prongs, it frequent
ly happens that the slot formed in the pin is
s0 much larger than the diameter of the line
and the thickness of the elothing hung there-
on as to fit loosely and insecurely; or, on the
other hand, if the diameter of the line is
greater than that of the slot, the pin will be
.sphb by any endeavor to foroe it upon the line.

A clothes- -pin having only a single slot is also
objectionable, for the reason that it lacks the
requisite degree of ﬂex1b111ty, and, besides, it
can be attached to the line in only one posi-
‘Wooden . clothes-pins have also been
made with three prongs separated by two par-
allel slots, the outer prongs being rigid, while
As such pins, how-
ever, have usually been arranged so-that only
one of the slots is intended to be used for
clamping purposes, they are liable to similar
objections consequent upon the use of the or-
dinary two-pronged pin, it being frequently
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necessary to tarn them in the hand before they
can be conveniently applied tothe line. They
are also but slightly more adjustable to lines
of varying thickness without danger of split-
ting, and, Dbesides, their mannfacture is nec-
essarily inore expensive. ‘
For the purpose of obviating these objec-
tions I provide the clothes-pin A with two lon-
gitudinal slots, a ¢/, that-are formed at right
angles and intersect each other centrally. In
this way the clothes-pin is provided with four
prongs, b b, which are arrauged oue at each
corner or angle of the pin, being separated
from each other by the slots. These slots a
may be of the same width or diameter, if
desxred but 1 prefer to have one, o/, wider
than th(, other, a, for the reason that the pin
is thns more Iezuhl_v adapted to fit lines of va-
rying thickness. . By forming the pin with two
longitndinal slots arranged as shown it is ob-
vious that the pin can be titted to the line
witbout the necessity of turning it in the
hand, as is often necessary with pins of the
ordinary coustruction. It isalsoobviousthat
by making the pin with intersecting slots, so
as to form four prongs instead of two or three,
as formerly, an increased flexibility will be at-
tained, the prongs being thus better adapted
to grasp and hold clothing upon a line. The

ends of the prongs b ) are beveled on their
inner sides in the usnal manner.

Having thus described my invention, what [
claimn as new, and desire to secare by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A wooden clothes pm having two longi-
tudinal slots intersecting each other at a right
angle, whereby the pin is provided with four
prongs, substautially as shown and deseribed.

2. A clothes-pin having longitudinal slots
a « of varying width and arranged at a right
angle to each other, substantially as shown
and described.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JOHN SPERRY.

Witnesses:
ALEX WILEY,
FRED STAATS.

50

- 55

6o

65

70

75

So

33

90




