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UNITED STATES

Parent OFFICE.

JOHN C. VETTER, OF INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA.

EXTENSION-TABLE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 265,349, dated October 3, 1882,

Application filed February 18, 1832.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joan C. VETIER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at In-
dianapolis, in the county of Marion and State
of Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Extension - Tables, of
which the following is a specification, reference
being had therein to the accompanying draw-
ings.

My invention relates to improvementsin fold-
ing or extension tables; and the object of my
improvementsisto provide novel combinations
of devices for holding the parts in position
when they are in their extended position, and
also when they are folded up. I attain this ob-
jectby thedevicesand combinationsillustrated
in the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1is a bottom view, showing the posi-
tions of the parts as they appear when folded
up. Fig. 2 is a sectional elevation, showing
the leaves, the legs,and the dogs or hooks for
holding the parts in position. Fig. 3 isaplan
view of the lower side of the table as it appears
when extended, and showing the sliding frame
for holding up the end leaves. Fig.4isalon-
gitudinal sectional elevation, showing the po-
sition of the parts when extended, and Fig. 5
is a transverse section on line x ¢ # x x of Fig. 4.

Similar letters refer to similar parts through-
out the several views,

Itis desirable that extension-tables at which

a large number of people can be seated when |

extended should be capable of being folded
into such a position as to occupy the smallest
possible amount of room when not in use; and
the design of my present invention is to ac-
complish this result, in doing which I provide
two principal leaves, A A’, to the under sur-
facesof whichframes A2 A3 are firinly secured,
to which the legs A* A% are attached.
AS, is attached to the frame A% across which
it extends transversely, it being provided at
its center with an opening, A", through which
passes a bar, A% the outer end of which is
provided with a stop, A?, which limits its move-
ment as it is moved inward by coming in con-
tact with the bar AS, The inner end of bar A®
is firmly secured to a sliding leg B, the npper
end of which is attached to a bar, B/, which
moveslongitudinallyin gnides B*’and B? formed

A bar,

(Model.)

upon the under surface of the leaf A, asshown
in Fig. 3.

To the inner end of the sliding bar A® there
is pivoted a leaf-supporter, B%, which I prefer
to make of metal, but which may be made of
wood, if desired, it consisting of bars pivoted
to the slide in such a manuper as to turn freely
on the pivotal points, in order that when the
table is folded up, as shown in Fig. 2, they
may be placed in a vertical position, in which
they are out of the way of the folding leaves.
When the table is extended to its full limit the

bars B*, which are united at their inner ends-

by any suitable device, are taraed up into the
position shown in Fig. 4, at which time they
form supports for the leaves B?, Bf, and BY,
which intervene between those lettered A A’.

For the purpose of holding the bars B! in
their elevated positions there is attached to
them at B? two curved bars, BY, the outer ends
of which are united by a cross-bar, and kept
at such a distance apart that one of them
passes along each side of the leg B, in the sides
of which there are seeured pins or bolts, with
which a notch formed in the curved bar en-
gages, and so holds the support B* in its ele-

vated position, as shown in Fig. 4, a spring, .

BY, being secured to the side of the leg B,
which acts upon the cross-bar which unires
with the curved bars B, and thus forces them
down when upon the pins‘in the leg. '
In order that the leaves BY may be properly
supported upon the leaves A A/, and yet al-
lowed to be folded down against the legs B
and the supports B, as shown in Fig. 2, they
are hinged to a sliding frame, G, as shown in
Tigs. 1 and 3, the parallel bars of which move
ingrooves formed in the inner bar of the frames
AZ? A3, their pivotal points being at C/. The
arrangement of this sliding frame is such
that when the table is extended, as shown in
Fig. 3, it is moved inward sufficiently far to
allow the leaf B? to lie in the same plane with
the rest of the leaves, and when the table is

folded up it is to be moved outward to sauch

an extent as to cause the leaves A and A’ to
cover the upper edges of the leaves B, BY, and
B7, as shown in Fig. 2.

To the outer edges of the leaves A A’ there
are hinged drop-leaves D D’, which have se-
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cured to theirunder surfaces supporting-braces
D? D%, which, when the leaves are raised up,
rest upon the lower end of a slotted bar at-
tached to the frame A’ or A2 and hold the
leaves in theirelevated position, at which time
their upper surface is flush with those of the

~otherleaves. Whenitisdesirabletodropthese
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leaves into the position shown in Fig. 4 the free
ends of the hooks are raised up to such an ex-
tent as to disengage them from the slotted
catches D?, and the leaves fall into the position
shown in Fig. 2. I have so far confined my-
self principally to a description of the mechan-
ism attached to one end only; butit will be un-
derstood that the oppositeend isprovided with
a duplicate thereof, all of the parts being the
same in construction and in the combinations
and arrangements, the letters of reference be-
ing the same in both.

For the purpose of affording additional sup-
port to the central leaves, B° and especially
to the inner edges, there is placed upon each
oue of them a folding leg, I8, which is hinged
to the under surface thereof, as shown clearly
in Fig. 5, their upper ends opened out for use,
resting in metal sockets I/, attached to the
under snrfaces of tlie leaves.  For the parpose
of holding these legs in their opened positions
they are provided upon one of their surfaces
with projections I#2, upon which rest the free
ends of the springs I° 1i4) as shown in Fig. 4,
their action being such as to hold the legs in
their opened position, and prevent them from
being moved out of position when the table is
being moved upon its casters.

When the table is folded up and not in use
the legs E & occupy the positions shown in
Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings, provision being
made therefor by making the leaves B® B3 of
greater width than those which adjoin them.
For the purpose of preventing the parts from
being separated accidentally after they have
been folded np hooks I I ave provided, which
are secured to theleaves A and A/, the hooked
ends of which engage pins or screws, which
are secared to the leaves A A/, as shown in
Fig. 1. ' A

On reference to Fig. 3 it will be seen that all
of the leaves composing the upper surface of
the table are hinged together, the effect of
which istocausethem, when extended, to form
an unbroken surface; and upon rveferring to
Fig. 2 it will be seen that when the parts are
folded together tlhe leaves A and A’ form a
small table with an even upper sarface, which
way, 1f" desired, be enlarged by the raising of
the leaves D and D/,

- I have described a tab]e as compbsed of the

parts and constructed as shown in the draw-
ings; but it is evident that the form of the par-
ticular parts may be changed to a considera-
ble extent without departing from my inven-
tion. It is apparent that the hooks used to
hold the drop-leaves in position may be used
in other forms of tables, and it is also appar-
ent that the numberof leaves may be increased
or diminished,and that the metal portions may
be of malleable iron orany other kind of metal.

Having thus described myinvention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
Is—

1. The combination of the fixed leaves A A’,
legs A* A% intermediate folding leaves, onter

drop-leaves, DI/, frames A% A3, sliding adjusta- .

ble legs B B, and leaf-supports B* Bf for sup-
portingtheintermediate leaves, the parts being
constructed and arranged for operation sub-
stantially as and for the parpose set forth.

2. The combination of the adjustable sliding
legs B B, swinging supports B*, curved bars
B9, springs BY, and leaves B?, B, and B", sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

3. The combination of the adjustable sliding
legs B B, the sliding bar B/, the guides B2 B?,
and the bar A% provided with a stop, A%, upon
its outer end, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth. . )

4. The combination of the folding leaves B®,
B and B7, the hinged swinging supports B+
B4, and the folding legs E E, whereby provis-
ion is made for holding said leaves in position
for use, and for allowing the legs to be folded
upon them when theyare folded together, sub-
stantially as described.

5. The combination of the leaves B? B?, the
folding legs E E, metal sockets &/ T, attached
to said leaves,and springs I3 4, substantially
as and for the purpose specified.

6. The swinging leaf-support, consisting of
the bars B* B* and the hooked bars B B?, the
construction and arrangement of the parts be-
ing as described, whereby the bars Btare main-
tained in a horizontal position when the table
is extended to its full limit, and are allowed to
fall into a vertical position when the table is
folded up, as set forth.

Iu testimony whereof I affix my signature in
présence of two witnesses.

"JOHN C. VETTER.
Witnesses:

GEoRrRGE BARON,
CHARLES BOCHSTAHLER.
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