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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JoAN HOWENSTINE, of
Chattanooga, Hamilton county, Tennessee,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Making Boxes and Baskets, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.

The object of my invention is to facilitate
the manufacture of boxes, fruit-baskets, meas-
ures, and like articles which are made of sheets
of wood, pasteboard, leather, metal, or other
suitable material.

The invention consists ina folding box made
of a folding side blank provided at the ends
with hook-lugs, which, when the box is com-
pleted, pass into apertures in a bottom blank,
which is passed within the folded side blank
from the bottom.

The invention further consists in also pro-
viding the side blank with a middle or two
side tongues, which passinto another aperture
in the bottom blank.

The invention further consists in a cover
provided with a winged lug, swhich is passed
under winged lags formed on the upper edges
of the side blank, whereby the cover is allowed
to swing npward and downward.

The invention also consists in parts and com-
binationsof the same,as will be morefully here-
inafter deseribed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanyiong
drawings, forming part of this specification,
inwhich similarlettersof referenceindicatecor-
responding parts in all the figures.

TFigure 1 is a longitudinal view of the blank
from which the outer sides of my improved
boxes are made. TFig. 2is a longitudinal view
of the blank of which the bottoms of the boxes
are made. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the
blank shown in Fig.1, showing it partly folded.
TFig. 4is a perspective view of the blank shown
in Fig. 2, showing it folded. Tig. 5 is a view
of the blank for making the cover.
a cross - sectional elevation of my improved
box. Tig.7isanenlarged sectional plan view
of the front of the same, showing the manner
in which the tongue holds the inner and outer
parts together; and Fig. 8 is a sectional plan
view of the rear part of the box, showing the
manner in which the tongne is engaged.

A strip, A, of metal, pasteboard, leather,

thick paper, sheets of wood, or any other suit-"

able material of which the box is to be made,
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is divided into five parts by transverse creases
or marks. The middle section has a horizon-
tal tongue, B, punched out, and the end sec-
tions, which are about half the size of the
other sections, are each provided on the upper
edge and at the inner ends of these sections
with a lug, «, having lateral wings 0, which
are parallel and flash with the strip A. The

strip A is provided at each end with a hook-

lug, C,which is undercut at its base, this under-
cut forming a recess, D,in each end of the strip
A,and which hook-lngs are in reverse position
as regards each other, so that at one end the
recess D is below the hook-lug, G, and at the
other end the recess D is above the hook-
lug C, as is shown in Fig. 1. At one end the
strip A is provided, at the upper edge, with a
small lng, K, and at the opposite end it is pro-
vided with a like lug, E, ar the lower edge. A
plate, F, is creased transversely, so that the
part between the two creases will be eqnal to
the width of the bottom of the box, and the
wing I, at one side, is provided with a large
aperture, G, and the wing F?, at the other side,
is provided with a like but smaller aperture, H.
The wings T and I* are bent upward to beat
right angles to the middle part, I, of the plate.
Between these wings F/ and F? the plate is pro-
vided with short end wings, I, which are also
bent upward between the upwardly-projecting
wings F/ and F?, as is shown in Fig. 4. The
strip A is bent at the transverse creases, so as
to form a square box, in such a mannerthat the
tongues C and C overlap each other and catch
on each other, asis shown in Fig. 3. Thelugs
« are bent into a horizontal position—thag is,
so that they will be at right angles to the strip
A after the strip A has been folded—and then
the wings b at the corners of the box are bent
downward to rest at the adjoining inner sides
of the strip A, as shown in the left of Fig. 3.

The cover K of the box has wings d on three
sides, which wings are bent down to form
flanges, and at the remaining side the cover is
provided with a iug, ¢, having two wings, h 2,
which lugg is bent down the same as the wings
d, to be at right angles to the cover K.  Before
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closing the ends of the strip A the wings hof 100

the lug g are passed nnder the opposite inner
wings, b,of the lugs « a of the strip A, whereby
the cover will be permitted to swing in an arc—
that is, from a horizontal to a vertical plane—
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the lugs forming a check and preventing the | ends, of a bottom blank having apertures in

cover from swinging back further thau the
vertical position. Afterthe cover K has been
secured to the folded strip A the folded plate If
is placed within the folded strip A from the bot-
tom in suech a manner that the tongue 13, which
is slightly pressed inward, passes through the
aperture I, and the overlapping tongues Cand
C pass into and through the larger aperture,
(G, as 13 shown in Fig. 8, the tongues crossing
cach other diagonally and resting in the inner
surface of the wing I and on the edges of
the aperture G. The front tongue, B, passes
thronghtheaperture Hin the manner shown in
Fig. 7, the tongue passing diagonally throngh
the aperture H and resting agaiust the inner
surface of the wing IF? and edges of the aper-
ture H. Thelugs E overlap the opposite ends
of the strip A. An address card or tag is
Placed between the tongue B aud the inner
surface of the blank A before the blank ¥ is
passed into the folded blank A, whereby this
tag will be held on the folded box in a very
simple and effective manner, and will show
through the slot in the front of the Lox. The
box will thus be composed of three parts only,
no soldering, hammering, or nailingisrequired,
and when notin use the box ean be folded very
compactly for storage.

The box can be econstructed without the
hinged top K, if desired, and in that case the
blank A will not need to be provided with the
lugs «. ¥ruit boxes and baskets, dry-meas-
ures, oyster and ice-cream boxes, and analo-
gous articles can be made in the manner de-
seribed out of paper, leatlier, pasteboard, met-
al, or other suitable material generally nsed
for the manufacture of boxes of this kind.

Having thus described myinvention, T c¢laim
asnew and desireto secure by Letters PPatent—

1. A folding boxmade, sabstantially as here-
in shown and described, of a side blank pro-
vided with tongnes and a bottomn blank pro-
vided with apertures, into which the tongues
of the side blank pass, the side blank being
folded and the bottom blank passed withiu the
folded side blank, as set forth.

2. In a folding box, the ecombination, with a
side blank having tongues at the middle an

the vertical wings, into which apertures the
tongnes of theside blank pass, and of a swing-
ing top which is held to the box by lugs on the
upper edge of the side bDlank, sabstantially as
herein shown and described, and for the pur-
pose set forth.

3. In a folding Dbox, the combination, with
the side blank, A, provided with the hook-lugs
C C at the ends and a tonguae, B, at the mid-
dle, of a bottom blank, If, provided with ver-
tical wings I¥ B2, having the apertures G and
H, respectively, through which apertures the
hook-lugs C and the tongue B pass, the blanks
being folded and the blank If passed within the
blank A, substantially as herein shown and de-
scribed, and for the purpose set forth.

4. In a folding box, the combination, with
the blank A, having hook-lugs C C at the ends,
having a tongue, B, at the middle, and also
having short lugs 1¢ at the ends, one lng B
being at the upper edge of one end and the
other being at the lower edge of the other end
of the bottom blank, I, provided with the wings
I and I%, having apertures G- and I, substan-
tially as herein shown and deseribed, and for
the purpose set forth.

5. Tu a folding box, the combination, with
the blank A, having the tongues C € and the
recesses 1) at the ends and a tonguoe, B, at the
middle, of the bottom blank, IY, provided with
the vertical wings I and I?, having the aper-
tures G and I, respectively, substantially as
herein shown and described, and for the pur-
pose sct forth.

6. In a folding box, the combination, with
the blank A, having the hook-lugs C C at the
ends, the tongue 13 at the middle, and the lugs

‘e, with the side wings, b, at the upper edges,

of the Dottom blank, I¥, provided with wings
I/ and k2, having the apertures G and H, and
of the top K, having alag, ¢, with side wings, &
hysubstantially axherein shown and described,
and for the purpose set forth.

JOHN THHOWENSTINE.
Witnesses:
A J. GATTAGAN,
WiINTHROP BARR.
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