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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE,

WILLIAM KAUFMANN, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., AND AUGUST DORN, OF
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY.

NAME-PLATE OR SIGN.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 265,614, dated October 10, 1882,

Application filed Jaly 3, 1882.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, WILLIAM KAUFMANN,
of the city, county, and State of New York,
and AUGUST DORN, of Newark, Ilssex county,
State of New Jersey, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Name-Plates, Signs,
&e.; and we do hereby declare that the follow-
ingis a full, clear, and exact deseription of the
same, reference being had to the accompanying
sheet of drawings, making part of this speci-
fication.

This invention is in the nature df an im-
provement in name-plates, signs, &e.; and the
invention consists in a name-plate or sign of
cast metal, with ductile retaining-strips se-
cured to its face, in combination with a series
of letters and numbers having notches formed
in them, wlhereby they are fixed to the plate
by the indentation of the ductile strips, all
combined, counstructed, and arranged in the
manner more particularly described hereinaf-
ter. . ' :

Intheaccompanying sheet of drawings, Fig-
ure 1 is a plan or top view, showing letters in
position; IFig. 2, a section taken in the line «
x, Fig. 1, showing sections of strips and man-
ner of fastening anchor-irons; TFig. 3, cross-
section, showing letters between strips; Fig.
4, cross-section, showing lettersheld in place by
indented strips; Fig. 5, elevation of letter de-
tached. ' ‘

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts in the several figures.

The purpose of this invention is to make ex-
peditiously a durable sign or name-plate, and
to that end I cast a plate of metal, A, of any
desired form and size, with strips B, of thin
sheet wrought-iron or other ductile metal, cast
in or otherwise fixed to the face of the plate,
and at right angles to the same. These ductile
strips are arranged in parallel lines on the plate
A, and are bent over in any suitable manner,
so as to incline toward each other, thereby

{(No model.)

| forming substantially a dovetail section for

each strip. Letters C of the alphabet and
numbers of such proportion as will enable them
to easily slide between two of the paraliel
strips B are made with notches a in their up-
per and lower ends. ' N
When my plates and the letters and nuam-
bers are constructed substantially as deseribed
a name-plate or a sign-can in a few moments
be produced by placing the letters between the
strips B in proper relation to spell the desired
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name, and with done regard to the spacing of 55

“the letters,and when so arranged they are fixed

immovably in place by simply indenting with
a punch or other instrument the metal of the
strips B into the notches & of the letters and
nambers, and the name-plate or sign is then
complete. .

This character of sign or name-plate is par-
ticularly applicable to the purpose of marking
graves, and to secure the plate to the earth for
this purpose anchors D are fixed in any desira-
ble manner to the under side of the name-plate.
The sign or name-plate may be galvanized,
Jjapanned, or enameled, or e rendered non-oxi-
dizable by any well-known process.

I do not claim broadly a sign or name-plate
with parallel metal grooves aud sliding letters
fitting therein ; but

What Ldo claim asnew, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—-

A sign or name-plate, A, of cast metal, with
parallel ductile metal strips B fixed thereto,
in combination with a series of letters and
numbers, O, having notches o formed therein,
and adapted to be fastened to the strips by in-
denting portions of the strips into the notches

_a, as and for the purpose described.

WILLIAM KAUFMANN,

AUGUST DORN,

‘Witnesses: ’
WALTER LARGE,
C. BE. Simmg, Jr.
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