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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY HIGGIN, a ciii-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Newport, in the county of Campbell and State
of Kentucky, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Vehicle-Bow Trim-
mings, of which the following isa specification.

My invention relates to a metallic valance for
ornamenting the front bow of a carriage-top.
It is designed as an improvement upon the
device shown in former Letters Patent, No.
234,674, granted me November 16, 1850.

My invention consistsin formingthe valance
preferably out of a single piece of metal cut to
conform to the shape of the bow, and afterward
giving it a suitable ornamental configuration
in dies. The edges of the metal are beaded,
being formed with a lange on one beaded edge,
and having the other beaded edge left open, so
that the valance can be sprung upon a.sunita-
ble filling or molding which is first secured to
the face of the bow, which filling extends with
a rounded edge beyond the top and bottom
faces of the bow, over the upper extension of
which the said flanged beaded edge is sprung,
and the open beaded edge slides over the’
lower exteunsion and the metal tarned down
upon it by any ordinary edging-tool used 101
the purpose.

My invention further consists in seuuum
the pendent ends of the valance to the bow b)
metal socket-plates such as are customarily
used in swunng the arch of the bow to the
uprights.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a front elevation of a vehicle-bow,showing my
improved valance applied thereto, the valance
being Lroken off at one end to show the fill-
ing-strip. Ifig. 2 is a detail perspective view
of the sncket-plate used for connecting the
lower end of the valance to the bow. TFig. 3
is a cross-section of the bow on line  , Fig.1
showing the valance applied thereto. Fig. 4
is a side elevation of Fig. 1. TFig. ) is a side
elevation of a finished top, shown broken off.
Fig. 6 is a cross-seciion of one of the upright
bows, showing the socket-plate in connection
therewith,

A represents the vehicle-bow; B, my im-

proved valance, which is made of thin sheet

(No model.)

ing, to represent, as near as possible, the cus-
tomary leather-stitched valance.

C is a filling-strip or molding secured by
screws or other suitable means to the front face
of:'the bow. Itis made toconform tothe shape
of the bow and valance. Thefilling C servesas
a solid backing for the valance, as well as pro-
viding means for securing it to the bow. ¢ is
a notch made in the outer peripheries of the
arched part of the filling. The filling C ex-
tends beyond the inner and outer edges of the
bow a short distance to form shoulders ¢’ ¢'.
The valance is made preferably of thin sheet
metal first cut into proper shape, then formed
in dies in any desired manner, and then fin-
isbed. I have shown the metal formed with
beaded edges a «/, the outer edge, a, being
flanged and the lower beaded edge, o, left open
in the dies. (Shown in dottedlmes, Fig.3.) In

applying the valance to the bow I spring the -

beaded edge g over the rounded extension or

open beaded edgeovertheinner shouldere’,and
“turn or )IebsltdO\\ nupotn the face of said lower
sToulder Dby a suitable édging-tool, and there-
by Séeure the valance in pl‘mo I provide the
notches or spaces ¢ in the filling C for the con-
traction of the metal in the curve of the bow.
D represents an ordinary metal sockes-plate,
which I prefer to use for attaching the lower
ends of the valance to the bow by meaus of
screws passed throngh the eves b, made in the
valance, of two or more pieces of metal united
together by a close - fitting joint composed
of a strip of metal of the same configuration
as the metal forming the valance, and sol-
dered or brazed on the back thereof, which is
concealed by japanning,so asto make the val-

metal.

The valance I have herein shown and de-
scribed is simple, cheap, durable, and neat in
appearance,and can be applied without skilled
labor and in comparatively short time.

I claim—

1. A valance or trimming for vehicle-bows,
formed of a single strip of metal and secured
to the bow by its edges overlapping the shoul-
dered extensions of a suitable filling-strip at-

outer shoulder ¢ of the filling and pass the.

ance appear as being made of but one piece of

1metal and ornamented with imitation stitch-.
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tached to the face of the bow, substantially as
herein set forth. . )

2. The combination, with a vehicle-bow, A,
of the metallic valance B, secured by the
5 beaded edges « a/, which overlap the shoul-
dered extensions ¢ ¢’ of the filling-strip C, and
‘;he 1slocket-plate D, substantially as herein set

orth.

In testimony whereofI have hereunto set my
hand in the presence of two subseribing wit- 10
nesses.

HENRY HIGGIN,

Witnesses :
JNo. E. JONES,
J. A. RUTHERFORD.




