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To all whom it may concern:

Be it knowu that I, Dr. WILEELM REISSIG,
of Darmstadt, a subject of the Emperor of
Germany, and resident at Darmstadt, Ger-

5 many, have invented new and useful improve-
ments in apparatus for indicating the return
of the natural warmth and life in apparently
dead persons, of which the following is a speci-
fication,

ro  The object of my invention is to provide a
new and improved deviceforsounding analarm
or otherwise giving notice when the natural
warmth of the body and life returns in appar-
ently dead persons—for instance, persons in a
15 trance.

The invention consists in a tube or vial con-
taining mercury and connected by electric con-
ductors with a battery, which mercury is held
from closing the eirenit between the conduct-
ors or wires by a plug of highly-fusible mate-
rial, which plug melts when thenatural warmth
of the body returns, thus closing the cireuit,
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whereby an alarm will be sounded by the alarm

apparatus conneected with the battery.

- Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which four different constructions of my im-
proved device for saving apparently dead per-
sons are shown in longitudinal sectional ele-
vations.

A small tabe, R, or vial closed at one endis
filled with mercury, Q, and is closed at the op-
posite end with a stopper, I, preferably made
of non-condueting material, so as to insulate
two wires, D, passing through this stopper; or
the wires are insulated Ly means of a silk
coating, or in any other suitable manuner, and
their inner ends are bare. A plug, S, made of
some highly - fusible material, which, for in-
stance,will fuse at about 27° centigrade, (about
the natural warmth of the body,) is placed in
the tube R, between the stopper K and the
mercury, in such a manner that an air-space
will be formed between the plug S and the
stopper K, into which air-space the bare ends
of the wires D project. The plug S prevents
the mercury from coming in contact with the
bare ends of the wires D, The tube R is placed
horizontally in a cavity of the dead or appar-
so ently dead body—for instance, in the mouth

or ear—and as soon as the natural warmth and

25

30

35

40

45

‘the wires D and closes the circuit.

{No model.)

life return to the body the plug S fuses, and the
mercury @ comes in contact with the ends of
The wires

D are connected with a battery and an alarm- gg
bell, which latter is sounded as soon as the
cirenit is closed—that is, as soon as the plug

S fuses. This device is shown in Fig. 1,

In the device shown in Fig. 2 the insulated
wires D, which pass through the stopper K2 6o
and have their ends bare, project into the mer-
cury Q, and a ball or pill, §, of highly-fusi-
ble material, surronnds the inner bare ends of
the wires, Wheun this ball is fused by the re-
turning natural warmth of the body the mer- 63
cury closes the circuitand thealarmis sounded.

In the device shown in TFig. 3 one wire D
passes insulated through the annular stopper
K into the tube R, containing the mereury Q.

A smaller tube, R, passes through the annu- 7o
lar stopper K’ into the tube R, and the other
wire D) passes insulated through the stopper
K* of the inner tube, R/, into this tube. The
inner end of the tube R/ is provided with a
tubular projection, R? which contains a plug, 75
52, of highly-fusible material, to prevent the
mercary from passing into this inner tube, R/,
When the natuaral warmth of the body fuses
the plug §* the mercury flows into the tube R/
and closes the circuit, whereby the alarm-bell 3o
will be sounded.

In the device shown in Fig. 4 one wire D
passes through a stopper, K?, and the other
passes into a bulb, C, or chamber formed in
that end of the tube-R opposite the one closed 83
by the stopper K5 The bulb or chamber C
is provided with a neck, which is closed by a
plag, 8% of highly-fusible material. If the re-
turning warmth of the body fuses the plug 82,
the mercury passes into the bulb or chamber go
G and closes the eirenit,

The above-described device may be modified
considerably,and may have any suitable shape
without deviating from the fundamental prin-
ciple of my inveuntion. 95

The fusible plug is preferably to be made of
some fatty material or wax; but it may be
made of any desired suitable highly-fusible
material, :

Having thus described my invention,I claim 100
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. A device, made substantially as herein
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shown and described, for sounding an alarm |

when life and the natural warmth of the body
return in apparently dead persons or persons
in a trance, consisting of a tube or vial econ-
taining mercury and connected with a battery
and alarm apparatus, which mercury is held
from closing the circuit between the two elec-
trie conductors or wires by a plug of highly-
fusible material, which melts when the natural
warmth of the body returns, permitting the
mercury to come in contact with both con-
ductors, thereby closing the circuit, so that
the alarm will be sounded, as set forth.

2. The combination, with a tube containing
mercury and conneeted with a battery, of a
plug of fusible material, which prevents the
mercury from coming in contact with the
wires, substantially as herein shown and de-
seribed, and for the purpose set forth.

3. The combination, with a tube containing 20

mercury, of wires connected with a battery
and projecting into this tube, a plug of highly-
fusible material to prevent the mercury from
coming in contact with the wires, and of a
stopper for closing the end of the tube, through
which stopper the wires pass, substantially as
herein shown and deseribed, and for the pur-
pose set forth. ,

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
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to this specitication in the presence of two sub- 30

seribing witnesses.
WILHELM REISSIG.

Witnesses:
FrANZ HASSLACHER,
FRIEDRICH JAEGER.



