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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, OrRLANDO V. PRICE, of
Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga and
State of Ohio, haveinvented new and useful Im-
provements in Safety Holdback-Strap Attach-
ments, of which the following is a description.

The device or attachment above alladed to
consists of a metal shell or case open at one
end and closed at the other. Intbe shellisa
slide or bolt provided with a stem, around
which is coiled a spring for moving the bolt
out of the open end of the case or shell, that it
may impinge upon a hook to prevent a ring
from being detached therefrom.

A further and more full description of the
device is as follows, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, making a part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of the holdback at-
tachment, partially in section. Tig. 2isa plan
view, TFig. 3 is a transverse section.

Like letters of reference refer to like parts in
the several views. .

In the drawings, A represents the shell or
case above referred to, and B the slide. C is
the stem for holding in position the spring D,
whereby the slide is forced out of the end of
the case, that it may impinge upon the hook H,
as shown in Fig.1. Said hook is an integral
part of the end of the case.

It will be observed that the point a of the
slide recedes from the end of the hook, there-
by forming a notech, F, in its relation to the
end of the hook, the purpose of which will
presently be shown. _

G is a plate upon which the slide moves and
forms a bottom to the case. One end of the
plate is in any suitable manner made fast to
the extension F of the case., The opposite end
of the plate turns upward, forming a lip, b,
which, together with the end of the case, serves
as an abutment for the end of the spring to re-
act on,

The plate is not an essential element of the
device, as it may be used without it. 1fis pre-
ferred, however, to use the plate.

In hitching a horse to the thills of a carriage
it is customary, as a matter of safety, to secure
the breeching of the harness to the thills by
means of thill-straps, which are wrapped sev-
eral times around the thill and then buckled

into a ring of the breeching of the harness.
This, as ordinarily done, takes some time, es-
pecially if the holdback-straps are taken away
with the harness and not left on the thills, as
they sometimes are. '

It is not unusual on unhitehing a horse from
a buggy to forget to detach a holdback-strap,
in which event the animal, on moving out of
the thills, is frightened by dragging the ve-
hicle by the thill-strap, causing him to run or
tread upon the thills and break them. To
avoid such accident is the purpose of my inven-
tion, the practical use of which is as follows:

To the upper side of each thill, at or near
the place where the thill-straps are usually
made fast thereto, is secured one of the attach-
ments by serews inserted through the exten-
sions F and H of the shell, and in such rela-
tion to the thill that the hook E will be toward
the carriage. Now, on hitching the horse in
the thills, the thill-strap hanging from the
breeching is taken and the ring I thereof
hooked onto the hook It by placing the edge
of the ring in the noteh ¥, and by a little press-
ure on the point ¢ of the slide said slide will
be forced back into the case far enough to per-
mit the ring to slip down upon the hook, as
seen in Fig. 1, which will be about the position
of the ring when the straps are hitched to the
thills, It will be obvious that this hitching of
the strap to the thills is easily and quickly
done, and avoids the necessity of wrapping
the strap around the thill, as the strap cannot
become detached therefrom without pushing
back the slide into the case. When taking
the horse from the carriage no attention need
be given to the holdback-straps, as they will
become detached from the thills as the animal
moves out of them by virtue of the straps
drawing the ring against the slide, as indicated
by the dotted linese, which will push the slide
back into the ease and let the ring escape from
the hook.

From the above it will be evident that in the
event the horse should run away with the ve-
hicle and the traces become detached from the
whiffletree the carriage ecannot be dragged
along by the thill-straps, as they will become
instantly detached from the thills by a light
pull upon them, as above described. The op-
erative parts of the attachment for being in-
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closed in the case are fully protected from
mud, snow, &e., so that they will not be ob-
structed and rendered inoperative thereby. In
the base or side of the case I make an opening,
that rain, dost, &e., may escape from the in-
terior and allow the slide and spring to work
freely.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is— )

In earriages, a safety boldback-strap attach-
ment consisting of a slide, B, provided with a
point or projection, «, and spring, in combina-

tion with a shell or case provided with a hook
having its upper end so shaped as to form a
noteh, It, when said end is in contact with the
projection a of the slide, substantially as set
forth, and for the purpose specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

ORLANDO V. PRICE.
Witnesses:

J. H. BURRIDGE,
\V. . WOODARD.
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