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To all whom it may conecern :

Be it known that I, HENRY W. MOULTON,
of Jackson, Jackson county, State of Michigan,
have invented a new and useful Improvement

5 in Bustles; and T do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact deseription
of the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying sheet of drawings, making part of
this specification.

1o This invention is in the natare of an imn-
p_rovementin bustles ; and the invention con-
sists in a Dbustle with two side foundation-
springs, to which are secured a seriesof curved
springs of graduated lengths, in ecombination

15 with an apron with an opening rendered ad-
Justable by means of elasties, all arranged and
combined in the manner hereinafter described.

In the accompanying sheet of drawings,
Figure 1 is & rear view of bustle. TFig.2is a

20 front view of same; Fig. 3, a longitudinal sec-
tion of bustle with skirt detached ; Fig. 4, a
cross-section taken io the linex x, Fig. 3. TFig.
5 is a view of frame of bustle.

Similar letters of reference indicate like

25 partsin the several figures.

This invention is an improvement on the
bustle heretofore patented to one Moses K.
Bortree on the 25th day of February, 1873,
No. 136,127, and it is designed to make a more

3o perfect and useful bastle than the one so pat-
ented. Tor that purpose two springs, A, of
steel orany othersaitable material, (that which
is known as * hoop-skirt” steel auswering the
purpose very well,) are cut to the desired

35 length and punched with a series of holes, a.
To these side springs are fixed in any secure
manner springs B, of flat metal, each spring
being somewhat shorter than the other, the
longest spring being secured by itsends to the

40 lower ends of the foundation-springs A, and
the shortest to the upper ends of said springs,
so that when all the springs B are in place, the
side or foundation springs, A, will assume an
aungular position thereto tlaring from their up-

45 per ends outward, as is shown in Fig. 5. To
the springs B, at central points midway from
their ends, is fixed a stiffening and forming
spring, €, ot flat metal, which spring tends
to draw and keep the springs B somewhat in

{No model.)

the shape of a rounded cone. To the springs
A issecared at two of its sides an apron, D,
which coversthespacebetween the twosprings
A. This apron acts as a stay to prevent the
undue spreading of the curved springs B, ena-
bling them to maintain their curved position,
To render the lower springs, B, however, some-
what adjustable, an opening, B, is formed in
the lower part of this apron, across which are
fastened elasties b, and (o the under side of
this apron, extending centrally in the direction
of its length, is a spring, ¢, whicli not only stiff-
ens the apron, but adds another elastic element
to the bustle and affords a firm foundation for
the front end of a spiral spring, I, which is
fastened thereto, the back end of this spiral
spring being fastened to the spring C.

The bustle may be covered on its outer side
by a plaited covering of crinoline or a skirt, G.
To the springs A may be attached a belt and
buckle and tapes or other devices whereby
the bustle can be secared to the person of the
wearer.,

A Dustle when constracted substantially as
described will possess lightuess and be elastic
in alinost every required position and under
almost any circumstanees, Itiswell ventilated,
and by means of an adjustable tape, d, pass-
ing through the coil-spring ¥ it can be ad-
justed so as to project from the person to any
reasonable extent.

Having now deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

I. Ly abustle, the sidefoundation-springs, A
and curved springs B,combined with theapron
D, baving an opening, E, formedinit and ren-
dered adjustable Ly elasties, substantially as
and for the purpose deseribed.

2. A Dbustle composed of the springs A BC
¢, as shown, the apron D, having an opening,
E, provided with elastics b, the skirt G, spring
I, and cord d, the whole constructed and ar-
ranged substantially as and for the purpose
specified.

HENRY W. MOULTON.

Witnesses:

W. J. REYNOLDS,
L. C. CHANDLER.
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