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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JosiE A. CLARK, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, residing
at Locust Grove, in the county of Adams and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Flood Tences and
Gates; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact deseription of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ae-
companying drawings, and to letters or figures
of reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a frout view of
my improved flood-fence. Tig. 21is a perspec-
tive view of one of the sections; and Fig. 3 is
an end view of the fence, showing one down
in dotted lines. :

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvewents in that class of flood
gates or fences i which the panels or gates are
laid down or over by the foree of the stream,
and are prevented by the moorings from being
carried away; and it consists in providing a
gate or pauelof a fence with aslotted stirrup,
whicl s attached to the lower rail of the pauel
or sectiomn.

My 1nvention also consists in weighting the
lower rail of the gate with a weight, which

also forms a stirrup-hinge, with which the gate

is moored to the posts.

My invention also consists in the arrange-
ment, construction,orcombination of the means
employed, as will be hereinafter set forth or
claimed. i

In the annexed drawings, the letter A rep-
resents a pauel or & section of a flood gate or
fence, which is provided with upper and lower
rails, B O, The lower rail, C, is provided at
each end with metallic stivrups D D, which
are slotted vertically or diagonally. Through
thesu slots pass pins or other sunitable fasten-
ing devices, which are secured to the posts at
a sufticient distance from the base of said posts
1o allow the slots to play apon the pins verti-
cally.  The stirraps D D, it desired, may be
made very heavy, and will, when so construet-
ed, give additional weight ‘to the gate, when
it will require a greater height or foree in the
stream to displace the gate. The upper rails,
B, are cut away, so as to form an incline, which
is of about the thickness of the rail, and ex-
fends from the front of the gate upwardly.

These inclines in the rail fit into correspond-

ing inclines in the upper part of the post, and
are at a sufficient height from the pins and
stirrups D D, by which the gate is secared to
the posts, so as to allow the whole weight of
the gate to rest upon the upper part of the
post or within this bearing. The inclines in
the posts are provided at their front or lower
part with an upright continuation of the fence
or gate post, which will prevent the gate be-
ing displaced from the rear. The other side
or back of the incline in the post is rounded,
8o that the rail will slide easily over it when
beingplacedin position. When the fenceor gate
is in an upright position its whole weight rests
within the 1nclines at the upper part of the
posts, and is prevented from displacement at
the bottom by the pins within the slots in the
stirrups.

In case of a flood, when the water in the
stream has riren to a sufficient height to over-
come the weight of the gate, by buoying the
gate upwardly it will raise the upper bar of the
gate out of the lock upon the upper rail and
post, thus allowing the gate or panel to swing
down, and giving a free passage to the water.

In case the gate is built of heavy material,
which will not be easily affected by the buoy-
ancy of' the water, the gate will be operated
by the currentof the stream, which will, when
the water reaches a sufficient height, press
against the panel, and by pressure raise the
rail ont of the loek. The weights are for the
purposeof approximately adjusting the weight
of the gate to overcome a certain pressure of
the water and prevent the gate from tripping
or falling.

What I elaim is—

1. Tu a flood-feuce, the combination of the
section A, having the ends of the lower rail,
C, provided with the metallic slotted stirrups
D D, and the posts with pins or journals work-

ing in the slots of the stirrups, and the lock-

ing device for sustaining the scetions, as set
forth.

2. A flood-gate provided with slotted binges
or stirraps, which serve the double purpose of
a mooring device and a weight for the pur-
pose set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two wituesses.

JOSIE ALEXANDER CLARK.

Witnesses:

W. W. DUNBAR,
M. O. RickeyY.
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