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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, LUTHER STIERINGER,

.of New York city, in the county and State of

New York, have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in Electrical Fixtures, of
which the following is a specification.

The object I havein viewissuchanimprove-
ment in the sustaining-joints of fixtures for
electric lamps tliat the fixtures can be sap-
ported or suspended from the gas-pipe of a
house, and the gas used in other fixtures, the
joint being constructed to shut off $iie gas at
the fixture, and to'allow the wires to be passed
into or out of the fixture for wiring the same
internally without passing through such gas-
pipe; and my object is, further, te produce a
sustaining-joint by which the fixture can be
secared to a pipe projecting from the wall or
ceiling without turning the fixture itself and
without danger of the fixture being accident-
ally turned while in position, and of cutting
the wires or abrading the insulating covering
of the wires.

Means for carrying out the invention are
shown in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Tigure 1 is a sectional view of a supporting-
joint embodying both features of the inven-
tion. Tfig. 2 represents the wmeeting faces of
the special union used in the joint, and Fig. 3
is a sectional view of a modified form of the
joint.

A is a pipe projecting from the wall or ceil-
ing B, which pipe may be the gas-pipe of the
house; and C is the arm of a bracket or the
stem of a chandelier, through the interior of
which pass the main fixture wires 1 2, which
are joined to the wall or ceiling wires 3 4, run-
ning to the fixture along thesurfaceof the wall
or ceiling, or carried within the wall or ceiling,
and projecting outwardly through one or more
holes close to the pipe A.

D is a joint provided with a female or male
screw-thread, and torning upon or into A.
This joint is provided with a solid portion; «,
which closes the end of A and prevents the
escape of gas therefrom, thus allowing ordi-
nary gas-fixtures or combined gas and electric
light fixtures to be used in the same house
with the electric-light fixtures. The joint 1)
is provided with one or more openings, b, of
the proper size and shape to permit conduct-

ing-wires to be readily passed through the
same without passing through the gas-pipe,
and the joint also has an internal bore, ¢, ex-
tending from its outer end to the solid portion
a, through which the wires from the arm or
stem C pass; or instead of a eentral bore and
one or more openings extending into it the
joint may be provided with one or more slots
in its side, along which the wires from the in-
terior of the fixture will ran. A shell, cap, or
canopy, B, covers the joint, and the wires 1 2
and 3 4 are joined within the cap or canopy,
as shown. o permit of attaching the fixtare
to the supporting-pipe withount turning the fix-
tare, the supporting or sustaining point has
another section, If, which is preferably what
isknown in the gas-fixture trade as= “union,”
but which is provided with means to prevent
the aceidental turning of the fixtare in use,
and the consequent entting or abrading of the
insulating covering of the counducting-wires.
The union is composed of parts ¢ ¢, which are
joined by a screw-cap, f. The part d has a
male screw-thread, with which a female thread
on the cap fengages, and the part ¢ has a
shoulder against which a flange on the ecap
takes. The parts d and ¢ areprovided on their
meeting faces with engaging depressions and
ribs ¢ I, which prevent the fixture from turn-
ing at the union, or a pin or pins on one part
and a corresponding hole or holes on the other
may be used for the purpose. The wires 1 2
pass through this union. )

Instead of the pecuiiarly-constructed union,
the joint shown in Fig. 3 way be employed.
Tu that construction the arm or stem C hasan
angular socket, #, in which fits a similar plug,
I, the parts being held together by a set-screw,
I. Theplug kmayhave acentral bore, through
which the wires 1 2 pass, or it may be slotted
for that purpose.

It is evident that the two parts of the sup-
porting-joint could be used separately, if de-
sired, or combined in a single joint, as shown,

What 1 claim is—

1. The combination, with the gas-pipe of a
house, of an electrical fixture having a hollow
arm or stem sapported from such gas-pipe,
means for closing the end of the gas pipe at
the wall or ceiling toprevent the escapeof gas,
and insulated electrical conductors forming
the two parts of the cirenit passing through
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the interior of such hollow arm or stem, but
outside of said gas-pipe, substantially as set
forth.

2. The combination, with the gas-pipe of a
house, of an electrical fixture having a hollow
arm or stem supported from such gas-pipe, a
supporting or sustaining joint connecting said
arm or stem with said gas-pipe, and closing
the end of such gas-pipe at the wall or ceil-
ing, an opening or openingsin such joint lead-
ing to the interior of the hollow arm or stem,
andinsulated electrical conductors forming the
two parts of the circuit, passing through such
opening or openings into or out of the arm or
stem and extending through the interior of
said hollow arm or stem, substantially as set
forth.

3. The combination, with a supporting-pipe,
of anelectrical fixture, conducting-wires car-
ried by such fixture,a joint connecting the fix-
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ture and supporting-pipe, means for permit-
ting the connection and- disconnection of the
fixture and pipe without turning such fixture,
and means for preventing the turning of the
fixture in use, substantially as set forth.

4. The combination, with a supporting-pipe,
afixture,and conducting-wires carried by such
fixture for supplying electric light, of a con-
necting-joint composed of two parts, and a
loose screw-collar securing them together with-
out turning either part, the meeting faces of
the two parts having means for locking them
against turning independently, substantially
as set forth.

This specification signed and witnessed the
31st day of May, 1882.

LUTHER STIERINGER.

Witnesses:

WM. H. MEADOWCRORT,
SAML. D. Mo,



