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To all whom it may concern :

Beit known thatI, GILBERT H. BLAKESLEY,
of Bristol, in the county of Hartford and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Trunk-Fastenings;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it pertains to make and use the
same,

My invention relates to an improvement in
trunk-fastenings, the object being to provide a
fastening devicefor trunksor boxes which shall
be simple and durable in its construction and
have a positive locking action, whereby the lid
will be securely retained in its locked position.
With these endsin view my invention consists
in certain features of construction and combi-
nationsof parts,as willhereinafter beexplained,
and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view in perspective of the improved fasten-
ing device in its locked position. Figs.2and 3
are detached views of the two halves of the
device, and Fig. 4 is a vertical section.

A is a plate of any desired form, provided
with serew-holes a. _

B is an outwardly-projecting locking-stud,
made hollow, and preferably cast integral with
the plate A. The locking stud or projection
B is provided with a beveled lip, b, to gnide
the loop over the stud, as will be hereinafter
explained.

Within the chamber C of the stud is secured
or cast therewith a bracket, ¢, within which is
supported the stem d of the locking-bolt, the
beveled head D of which projects through an
opening, ¢, formed in the end of the stud.

The other half of the fastener consists of a
plate, E, having serew-holes f, through which
screws are inserted for securing it in place on
the lid.

Fisthelocking-loop, the cross-bargof which is
supported or journaled in the groove f’, formed
in the rear surface of the plate, and is retained
therein by the spur ¢/. At the ends of the cross-
bar g are formed cam-shaped lugs, which serve
to hold the free end of the loop away from the
side of the trunk a sufficient distance to ride
over the locking-stud B. When the lid is
closed, the loop F will ride over the stud or
projection B, and its free end will rest upon

the beveled head D of the bolt. By impart-
ing slight pressure upon the loop the bols
will be retracted, allowing the loop to move
against the plate A, when the bolt will be
forced outward by the spiral spring H, which
encircles its stem, and thus prevent any acei-
dental displacement of the loop.  To unfasten
the loop. it'is simply necessary to retract the
bolt, the pin or projection % attached to the
bolt-head facilitating such operation, and then
swing the loop outward, completely disengag-
ing it from the locking stud or projection.

In a fastening device of the construction de-
seribed the partsarearrangedin small compass,
are not liable to catch on obstacles and be torn
from the trunk, and no lost motion is required
in securing the lid in place.

My improved device is also applicable to
books and bags, and when so employed but lit-
tle change in the construction and form of the
parts is necessary.

I am aware that a trank-fastening has been
patented in which the face-plate is provided
with a recess having a spring secured therein,
and adapted to grasp the locking-loop when
foreed into its locked position. Such constroc-
tion is objectionable, for the reason that con-
siderable lost endwise motion of the loop is
necessitated in order to force it into and out of
engagement with the spring-clamp. Again,
the strain isimparted to the spring, and is lia-
ble to break or setit so as to render it useless.
Further, the spring must be quite strong and
stiff’ to retain the loop against displacement,
and when so constructed renders it quite diffi-
cult to disengage the loop therefrom. Hence
I would have it understood that I make no
claim to the construction and arrangement of
parts referred to. In my improvement the
loop swings over and engages a rigid locking-
projection, and is held against accidental dis-
placement by a catch which engages the outer
surface of the loop. Bysimply pressing down
on the catch the loop is free to be unlocked.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A fastening device consisting of a swing-
ing loop journaled in a plate, in eombination
with alocking stud or projection on a separate
plate, and a spring-pressed eatch or bolt con-
structed to be moved inwardly and allow the
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loop to pass over and engage the locking stud
or projection, and to move outwardly and en-
gage the outer surface of the loop and pre-
vent itsaccidental displacement, substantially
as sef forth.

2. In atrunk-fastener, the combination, with
aswinging loop journaled in a plate,of a plate

. provided with a chambered projection or lock-

IO

ing-stud, and a spring-actuated bolt located
within said chamber, and constructed to ex-
tend beyond the locking end of the projection
or stud and secure the loop against accidental
displacement, substantially as set forth.

3. The swinging loop having a lug or cam

formed on its under side, nearits cross-bar,and
adapted to rest against the side of the trunk
or valance and retain the free end of the loop
at a sufficient distance from the trunk to cause
it to pass over the locking stud or projection,
substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.

GILBERT H., BLAKESLEY.

Witnesses:
C. S. TREADWAY,
M. L. TIFFANY.
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