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‘tape or string, @’, serves to make a tight fit of
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To all whom ¥ may concern :

Be it known that I, JOEN M. LAFLIN, of the
city of New York, in the county and State of
New York, bave invented certain new and use-
fnl Improvements in Apparatus for Taking Va-
por and Hot-Air Baths; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full and exact de-
seription thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is an elevation, partly in section,
showing the apparatus in use; and IFig. 2is a
front elevation of the peculiar cloak forming
part of the entire apparatus.

I provide a cloak made of rubber cloth or
other sunitable air-tight material, which should
be. capable of resisting a moderate degree of
heat, and I combine said cloak with an air-
cushion in such manner that these two ob-
jects may serve conjointly for taking vapor
baths, and may also be used separately for va-
rious purposes. ,

In the drawings, A is the cloak, of rubber
cloth or other suitable material, formed with a
sufficient opening, @, for the neck of the user.
This opening is continued in a moderately-
long slit down upon the breast, so that the
-cloak can be put on and taken off easily. There
are also oune or two openings, a’, in convenient
position on the sides of the breast, so that the
person using the apparatus can, if he so de-
sires, put out his hands through the same.
The openings @ and «' are preferably double-
lapped and closed by means of buttons. A

the collar a2 around the neck of the wearer.
If desired, a buckle may be provided on one end
of the tapea®to firmly and tightly secure both
‘ends together.,

B is a bag or cushion, that may be fastened
along its upper edge to the interior of the
cloak, in the back. A small pipe, b, extend-
ing from one edge of said bag communicates
with the interior of the latter, and is provided
with a suitable month-piece and with a check-
valve. (Notrepresented.) Through this pipe
b air may be blown into the cushion or bag B,
s0 as to form thereof a comfortable air-cushion
when the apparatus is in use.

a'is a small holein the center of the breast,

covered, under ordinary eircumstances, by a

small flap, as shown. The use of this hole will
be explained farther on.

C is an alcohol-lamp, formed with a broad
base, ¢, having a raised rim, ¢/. The body of
the lamp itself is of sufficient height so as to
form a liberal circular space that may be filled
with water. By this means any danger of fire
is prevented in case the lamp should be upset.
¢? is a small cup of sheet metal, supported on
a ring carried on the upright arms or legs ¢,
directly above the lamp proper.

When the apparatus is to be used, the pa-
tient first undresses himself and puts on the
cloak A, taking care to well button up the
opening @ and to tie or buckle the tape a* as
tight around the collar a® as will be comfort-
able, and proceeds to talke his bath in the ordi-
nary or any desired manner.

‘When the patient desires to use the cashion
B be first fills the same with air by blowing
through the pipe b. Then he fastens the pil-
low B to the cloak A, and, on seating himself,
arranges the pillow in the most convenient po-
sition, as shown in Fig. 1.

D is a thermometer, that may be suspended
on a hook on the chair or otherwise carried
under the cloak A. When the temperature
rises the patient may at intervals extend the
thermometer through the hole «!in order to
ascertain the temperature, and, according to
circumstances, he may then keep the hole a*
open for a short period in order to let sowe of
the hot gases escape, or he may, immediately
after looking at the thermometer, close the
hole a* again and remain exposed to the vapors
for a further more or less prolonged period.

A small hole is provided near the lower rim
of the cloak A, through which the end of a
pipe, d, may be introduced, the outer end of
said pipe being attached, say, to the nozzle of
an ordinary tea-kettle standing on the stove,
or to a funnel properly arranged over a gas-
jet, or to any other convenient source of heat
or vapor. :

The cashion B may, as well as the cloak A, ¢

serve for various otber purposes besides in its
connection with the entire bathing apparatus,
as described. In emergencies this pillow may
do good service as a life-preserver.

I claim as my invention—
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The cloak A, having the openings a a/, and In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my
constracted so as to entirely or nearly entirely | hand this 16th day of May, 1382. .
isolate the atmosphere around the person
wearing it, in combination with the detacha- J. M. LAFLIN.
ble bag or air-cushion B b, all adapted to serve | Witnesses:
substantially as and for the purposes herein A. H. GENINER,
specified. HENRY ELSWORTH.




