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UNITED STATES

PAaTeENT OFFICE.

LEWIS ABRAHAM, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

LEAD OR CRAYON HOLDER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 267,314, dated November 14, 1882.
Applieation filed February 1, 1882. (No model.}

To all whom it may concern:

Bo it known thatI, LEWIS ABRAHAM, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Wash-
ington, in the District of Columbia, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in Lead
or. Orayon Holders, of which the following is
a specification.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a longi-
tudinal section through a pencil-case, showing
the interior erayon or lead held in position
within elamping-jaws. Fig. 2is a similar sec-
tional view, showing the clamping -jaws re-
tracted from tbe crayon or lead. Fig. 3 is a
detail view of the eclamping-jaw-retracting
plungers with their connecting-rods. Figs. 4
and 5 are sectional views on the lines #'w of
TFig. 1 and y y of Fig. 2. Tig. 6 is a modifica-
tion of IMig. 3.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts on each figure.

My invention has for its object the provision
of means whereby the lead or crayon of pencils
may be firmly held in position within a sar-
rounding sheath by clamping-jaws, and in the
means whereby said crayon or lead may be re-
leased from said clamping-jaws, thereby per-
witting said lead or crayon to be retracted or
advanced.

To the accomplishment of the above-named
purpose it consists of curved leaf-springs pro-
vided with ¢lamping-jaws arranged to be op-
erated by plungers.

It further consists in the arrangement of
said plungers in relation to said springs, and
in the manner in which they are operated, all
as hereinafter set forth and claimed.

Referring to the drawings, A is a sheath or

tubular case, provided at its lower end with a
ferrule or nozzle, B, having an opening, b, at
its lower end.

Secured or attached to the inside surface of
the sheath, on each side near the-middle there-
of, are two curved springs, C C, provided near
their ends with clampingjaws ¢. The ends of
said springs are curved outwardly, as shown,
and the intermediate parts lying between the

clamping-jaws ¢ are also bowed outwardly.
The lower end of each spring C bears against
the inner surface of the sheath. :

D D/ represent plungers connected together
by rods d or tube d’, said plungers being pro-
vided with central openings; d?, to admit the
passage of the lead or crayon. The plungers
D’ Dare placed between the springs C C, pref-
erably near the center and at one end thereof.

E represents a cap loosely fitted over the
upper end of the sheath A, and attached to the
apper plunger, D, by rods e.

IF represents a cross piece or block extend-
ing across the upper end of the sheatl, upon
which rests one end of a spiral spring, f, the
other end of which bears againsttheinner sur-
face of the top of the cap L.

The planger D’ is provided with peripheral
guiding-grooves g, into which takes a pin or
stud extending from within the sheath, thus
preventing rotation or twisting either of the
plungers or cap when the device is operated.

The operation, as shown in the drawings,
can be readily understood without further de-
seription, it being understood that either form
of counecting the plungers—that is to say,

either rods d or tube &/, as shown in Figs. 3 and:

6—can be used without departing from the
scope of my invention.

What [ claim is— :

1. In a lead or crayon holder, the combina-
tion of the curved leaf-springs C, provided with
clamping-jaws ¢, with the plungers D D', the
latter having guiding-grooves g, connected to-
gether and to cap B by rods d e, substantially
as described.

2. In a pencil-case, the combination of the
tubular sheath A, having open-ended ferrule
B, and bowed springs G, provided with clamp-
ing-jaws ¢, with the plungers D.D’, rods d e,
cap I, and spiral spring f, substantially as de-
scribed.

LEWIS ABRAHAM.

Witnesses: _

5. H. JACOBSON,
W. H. H. KNIGHT.
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