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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ZACHARIAH A. BENELL,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Fre-
donia, in the county of Wilson and State of
Kansas, have invented a new and useful
Wagon, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had to theaccompanying
drawings. : ’

My invention relates to wagons, and more
particularly to that class commonly known
as ‘‘farm-wagons,”’ in which the body of the
wagon rests directly upon the bolster; and it
has for its object to provide vehicles of this
class with means whereby all rattling of the
wagon-body uponthebolsteris prevented and
aspring or elastic cushion is provided for the
same, and thus relieve the bolster of a greater
portion of the strain consequent whepn the
wagon is heavily loaded; and, further, to pro-
vide clamping-strips for holding or retaining
the elastic'cushion in position and bracing and
thoroughly supporting the same.

With these ends in view the invention con-
sists in the combination, with a wagon-bolster,
of a strip or block of rubberadapted to be ab-
tached to the same, and designed to serveasa
cushion or seat for the wagon-body.

‘The invention further consists in the im-
proved construction and combinations of parts
hereinafter fully described, and pointed out in

the claims.

In the drawings, Figurel is a perspective
view of a bolster having my improvement ap-
plied thereto, showing the clamping-strips for
holding the same in position, and the usual up-
rights or standards which are usually pro-
vided at the ends of the bolster, and hetween
which the wagon-body rests. Iig. 2is a de-
tail perspective view of the cushion, and Fig.
3 is a cross-section taken through one of the
seeuring rivets or bolts.

In the accompanying drawings, in which
like letters refer to corresponding parts in the
several figures, A represents a bolster, which
is of the ordinary construction. This bolster
A is provided at its ends with uprights B,
which are mortised in the bolster; or, if pre-
ferred, they may be secured thereto in any
other suitable manner.

O represents clamping - strips, which are
adapted to bear against the sides of the bol-
ster-standards at their ends. Between these
clamping-strips is secured a rubber strip, D,
which projects a slight distance beyond the
upper ends or edges of the clamping-strips C.
This cushion or rubber strip is secured be-
tween the clamping strips by means of rivets
or equivalent fastening, and its lower edge is
flush with the lower edges of the said elamp-
ing-strips. The clamping-strips carrying the
rabber cushion may be permanently secured
to the bolster; but 1t is preferably removably
attached thereto, as shown. In order to re-
move the same from the bolster it is only nee-
essary to raise the same, the ends which in-
close the standards sliding thereon. By this
means the cashion is securely held upon the
bolster by the weight of the wagon, and yet it
may be readily and easily removed atall times
for the purpose of repair, if such should be
found necessary, though it will be readily ap-
parent thab its construction is durable and
not likely to become detached or need repairs.
It will also be obvious that by its use the ob-
jectionable rattling of the wagon-body upon
the bolster, as is incident to this class of ve-
hicles in passing over rough roads, especially
when they arenot heavily Ioaded, isprevented.
‘When loaded, it forms an elastie cushion for
the wagon-body and relieves the bolster of g
greater portion of the strain to whichitissub-
jected when loaded, as above mentioned. It
will be further obvious that it may be manu-
factured and supplied at a slight cost, and that
it affords serviceable and effective means for
the purposes for which it is designed.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

‘Patent, is—

- 1. The combination, with the holster of a
wagon, of a rubber cushion and clamping or
securing strips adapted to inclose or bear
against the sides of the standards of said bol-
ster, said cushion projecting above the upper
edgesof the clamping-strips at its upper end,
its lower end being flash with the same, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. A detachable cushion for wagons, con-
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- sisting of a strip of rubber having secured to | In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
its sides clamping-strips which projectbeyond | my own T have hereto affixed my sighature in
the end of said rubber cushion, said cushion | presence of two witnesses. - ’

projecting a slight distance above the upper ZACHARIAH A. BENELL.
5 edges of said clamping-strips and flush with ‘Witnesses:
the same at.its lower edge, substantially as - J. D. ALLEN,

set forth. - ' B7 F. SHINN.




