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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known thatl, SHErLDON MERCHANT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ho-

New York, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Carpet- Stretchers, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention consists of improvements in
the construction and arrangements of astretch-
er, consisting of a frame adapted to rest on
the carpef, and having an anchor-spike for
driving into the floor at the base-board, for
holding it, and alse having a windlass, straps,
and a hook-bar for drawing up the carpet,
thesaid improvements being designed toadapt
the machine for more efficient action, and so
as to enablethe carpet to bé more conveniently
handled, as hereinafter fully described, refer-
ence beingmadeto theaccompanying drawing,
which represents myimproved carpet-streteh-

on a carpet to be stretched.

I make a small rectangular frame, of wood
or metal, as may be preferred, consisting of
two side pieces, ¢, and two cross-bars, b and ¢,
the side pieces being set up edgewise on the
cross-bars, and connected to them flush with
the lower sides. The eross-bar b has a rod, 4,
connected to it at the middle, or thereabout,
and extending horizontally a short distance
therefrom, and terminating in a spike, ¢, snit-
ably arranged to be readily driven in the
floor f ali the angle befween said floor and the
base-board g, for anchoring the machine to
enable it to draw the carpet A, for which I
mount a roller, 7, on journals j in suitable |

the cross-piece b, and conneet-a hook-bar, I,
to said roller by straps I, to be drawn toward
the base-board g by turning the roller and
winding up the straps on if, said hook-bar
being provided with suitable hooks, m, for en-
gaging the carpet, and being arranged paral-
lel to the end bars, and extending under and
beyond the side pieces, «, to draw the carpet
along under them, and also to be pressed
down and kept in econnection with the earpet
by the downward pressure resulting from the
stress of the roller located higher than the
plane of the spike’s hold in the floor and the
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hold of the hooks in the carpet; or the frame
may be pressed down by hand to hold the
hook-bar down, if preferred. The essential
object of .the arrangement of the hook-bar

under the frame is to enable the carpet to be

drawn closer to the base g than it can be with
the hook-bar arranged back of the frame.
For turning the roller 4, T make a series of
holes, @, in it circumferentially at the middle,
for inserting a lever-handle, o, to be shifted
from one hole to another; to turn the roller
by sticcessive movements, and I arrange a
slide-bolt, p, in a suitable keeper, ¢, on the
cross-bar b, so that it may be shifted into and
out of the same holes, for 2 means of retaining
the roller against the stress of the earpet while
shifting the handle. The roller 4 is arranged
low down in the frame, as it can thus be well
made to operate, in order that, with the di-
rect arrangement of the straps from the roller
to the hook-bar, the stress will be very nearly
in the plane of the carpet, by which the ma-
chine operates better than ifso connected with
the roller located higher up, and it makes the
machine simpler than with gunide-rollers for
changing the direction of the straps from the
plane of the carpet to a roller in a higher
position. I construet the roller ¢ with collars
s, between which the straps coil on the roller
to be properly controlled laterally.

It will be seen that, besides the simplieity
of the construction and cheapness of the cost
of my machine, it possesses two essential quali-
ties of importance in a carpet-stretcher—viz.,
the contrivanece of the roller-straps and hook-
bar to draw the carpet well along under the
frame and up to the base-board, and the ar-
rangement for space between the end bar, b,
and the base-board g, in which the edge of the
carpet may be handled to adjust and tack it
while held by the streteber.

‘What I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combination, in a carpet-streteher,
of roller 4, straps?, hook-bar &, and an anchoz-
spike, ¢, said roller being mounted in & sup-
porting-frame arranged to rest on the hook-
bar, and the hook-bar extended under and
beyond the side bars of the frame, substan-
tially as desecribed.
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9. The roller 4, located near the end of the
supporting - frame, having the anchor-spike
attached to it, also located low down in the
frame, to draw in about the plane of the carpet
by a direct connection with the hook-bar, in
combination with the hook-bar k, arranged
under the frame, connecting-straps !, lever-
handle o, and the slide-bolt p, substzm’cnlly as
descubed

3. The combination, with the ha,me, of a
carpet-stretcher havmcr means, substantially
as described, for stretchlno the carpet, and an
anehor-spike, e, connected to said {rame bya

rod, d, extended beyond the frame, for main-
’mlmno free space between the frame and the
base- bO‘u d to facilitate the adjusting and tack-
ingof the carpet between the mmchlne and the
Sdld base, substantially as herein set forth.

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed

15

my name in the presence of two subscribing 20

witnesses. _
SHELDON MERCHANT.
Witnesses:
H. HANFORD,
LEVANDER HAGER.




Coi'fection in Letters Patent No, 301,740,
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Tt is hereby certified that in

Letters Patent No. 301,740, granted July 8, 1884, upon

the application of Sheldon Merchant, of Hobart, New York, for an improvement in i

“‘Ca,rpet-Stretchers,” errors appear in the printed specification requiring correction, as |
tdllows: In line 10, page 2, the commas should be omitted; in line 12, same page, the

word “and” should read of;

¥

and that the Ietters Patent should be read with these |

corrections therein to make it conform to the record of the case in the Patent Office.

|
J, [SEAL.]

“Countersigned ;

: BeNJ, BUTTERWORTH,

1[‘ Commissioner of Patents. - |

!

i Signed, countersigned, and sealed this 22d day of July, A. D. 1884. :

. M. L. JOSLYN,

i
Acting Secretary of the Interior. ! '
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