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UNITED STATES

Patent OFFICE.

JOSEPH C. HAMMOND, JR., OF ROCKVILLE, AND THEODORE E. KING, OF
WESTPORT, CONNECTICUT.

SHOE-

CLASP. .

CPECIFICATION forming part of ﬁetters Patent No. 301,884, dated July 15, 1884.

Application tiled April7, 1884,

To all whom it may concerv:

Be it known that we, JosEPH C. HAMMOND,
Jr., of Rockville, in the county of Tolland and
State of Connecticut, and THEODORE . KING,
of Westport, in the county of Fairfield and
State of Connecticut, have invented a certain
new and useful Improvement pertaining to
Shoe-Clasps, of which the following is a speci-
fication, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, where—

Tigure 1 is a top view of the tongue-plate
with the tongue down or closed. Fig. 2isa
side view of the whole device with the parts
engaged, the tongue being shown in full lines
as open to its widest extent, and represented
as closed by the dotted outline. Fig. 31is a
view in cross-section of the tongue-plate and
closed tongue on plane denoted by line % z of
Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is aview in section of the same
part on the same plane as of Fig. 3, but with
the tongue shown as open. Fig. 5 is a plan
view of the tongue-plate with the tongue open.

This shoe-clasp is one of that class which
finds its commonest use and application upon
that kind of overshoes commonly known as
¢apetics.” The catch-plate is to be attached
to one flap, the tongue-plate to the other. The
tongue is fo be entered in the catch-plate, and
then turned down into the position shown in
Fig. 2. ‘

The improvement forming the subject-mat-
ter of these Letters Patent consists in certain
details of construction, whereby certain ad-
vantages are attained in the use and operation
of the shoe-clasp. ,

Theletter ¢ denotes thetongue; b,thetongue-
plate, by which is meant the plate to which the
tongue is hingéd or pivoted; and ¢ denotes
the eatch-plate, by which is meant the plate
which catches upon the tongue when the parts
are locked together. - The tongue-plate is
forked or bifurcated at its rear end, (meaning
by ““rear’’ end that end which isnextthe catch-
plate.) The tongue swings or rotates in this

bifurcation, the pivot of the tongue being lo-

cated underneath the tengue-plate. The let-
ter ¢ denotes the pivot-pin for the tongue.
This pivot-pin is attached to the tongue-plate
by having the tongue-plate doubled upon it-
self, the fold underneath partially embracing

(No model.)

the ends of the pivot-pin,and holding the pivot-
pin between itself and the upper part of the
tongue-plate. It will be observed that this
construction of the tongue - plate causes the
tongue-plate, or a portion of it, to extend rear-
ward of the tongue, forming there a bearing-
surface for the cateh-plate, the result of which
is, in use, that the wholestrueture is caused to
move together when movement of the cateh-
plate is had, which unity of motion in the
parts of the shoe-clasp preserves the two flaps
of the shoe in a better relation to each other
than in the case where the catch:-plate can be
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tilted downward independently of the tongue-

plate when the parts are buckled together.
The pivoting of the tongue below or under-
neath the tongue-plate results in an advantage
in the use and operation of the shoe-clasp, in
that as the cateh-plate pulls rearward upon
the tongue when that tongue is in the closed
position it tends to throw the -point of the
‘tongue down upon the tongue-plate, instead
of tending to lift it from the tongue-plate, as
is the case when the tongue is pivoted sub-
stantially on top of the tongue-plate. By thus
pivoting the tongue under or underneath the
tongue-plate another advantage is attained, in
that the face of the tongue-plate, from its rear
end and to a point forward of the pivot, is
devoid. of all projections. 'When such pro-
jections are present, in attempting to lock such
a device together, the result is apt to be that
portions of the fabric of the shoe are caught
and pinched between the parts, which defect
is entirely cured in our present shoe-clasp.
As already pointed out, the pivot-pin of the
tongue is secured to the tongue-plate ina very
‘simple and efficient manner by simply doub-
ling the under leaf of the tongue-plate back
upon the upper leaf thereof. The bifurca-
tions ab the rear end of the tongue-plate have
a slight lateral elasticity, and the tongue is
made at the point e slightly broader than else-
where, and its breadth is such that it must in

locking and unlocking the tongue pass through-

said bifurcation by springing the forks there-
of apart. ‘This insures a slight locking action
both when the tongue is opened and when it
is closed.

In Figs. 2 and 4 the tongue is shown opened
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to the utmost extent of which it is capable, it
being so shaped (in this case partly flattened
near its pivot-socket) as to there strike against
a cross-bar or inward projection on the tongue-
plate which is back of the tongue, as shown
in the drawings, and thus forms a stop which
prevents the further opening of the tongue.
This stop limits the forward motion of the
tongue in opening, and holds it with the
tongue pointing upward when opened in the
most convenient position for its engagement
with the cateh-plate. In the absence of such
a stop the tongue is liable to fall so far over,
when opened, as to make it very inconvenient
for the wearer of the shoe when an attemptis
made to engage the eatch-plate on the tongue.

‘We claim as our improvement—

1. In combination, the catch- plate, the
tongue pivoted directly to the tongue-plate,
and the tongue-plate extending rearward of
the pivot and in contact with the catch-plate
when the parts are engaged, all substantiall y
as described.

2. In combination, the catch - plate, the
tongue pivoted directly to the tongue-plate,
and the tongue-plate having a smooth surface

from a point in the rear of the pivot to a
point in front of the pivot, all substantially as
deseribed. »

3. Incombination, in a clasp, a tongue-plate
bearing atongue pivoted directly tothe tongue-
plate and between its bifurcated ends by a
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pivot arranged below the surface of the plate,

an inwardly-projecting bar or lug arranged
adjacent to the tongue, and forming a stop
whereby the backward play of the tongue is
limited, and a cateh-plate, all substantially as
described.

4. In combination, the ecatch - plate, the
tongue-plate provided with the laterally-elas-
tic bifurcations extending rearward of the
pivot, and the tongue swinging in the bifur-
cations, with a broadened portion which passes
between theelasticarmsasthe tongue is swung,
all substantially as deseribed, and for the pur-
pose seb forth,

JOSEPH C. HAMMOND, Jr.
THEO. E. KING.

Witnesses:
BricHAM PAYNE,
GELON W. WEST.
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