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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN B. BELCHER, a
‘citizen of the United States of America, resid-
ing at Charlotte, in the county of Eaton and
State of Michigan, have invented cerfain new
and useful Improvements in Shoes, of which

" the following is a specification, reference be-
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ing had thereln to the accompanym@ dlaw-’

ings. -
Thls 1nvenb10n pertains to 1mp10vements in
shoes, more especially felt’ or snow overshoes,

-the part to which the improvement is appli-

cable being the upper, between the vamp and
quarter, to allow the folding back upon itself
of the heel portion or quarter, for the ready
entrance of the undershoe, and whereby the

- openings heretofore provided—one in each
- side of the upper—and chafing of the ankle
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joint are avoided.

The invention therefore consists of a gusset,
the material of which is caused to fold or lap
from each side toward the middle, and may be
a continuation of the vamp, substantially as
hereinafter fully set forth and claimed. -

In the accompanying drawings, Flgure 1is
a side view of my improvement. - “Fig, 2 isa
similar view thereof with the quarter or heel
portion turned down or folded back upon it-
self for the entrance of the undershoe.

In carrying out my invention, I first shape

"and apply to the last the lining A, which is

* preferably made of fabrie, Whlch is trea,ted to
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a coating of rubber in a liquid state. Over
the rubber and fabrie lining A is placed the
vamp B, and around the rear or heel portion
thereof is placed the quarter C, the lower outer
marginal portion of which is-covered with a
strip of rubber, D, after which the bottom or
sole is applied, said vamp and quarter being
made of felt, or & composite matenal of” rub
ber and fabuc

Eis a gusset, of which thele are two, one
arranged in each side of the upper, between
the vamp and the quarter, to replace the open-

ings heretofore left thereat, to enable the shoe:

to be readily put on or afford easy access for
the undershoe. This gusset may be made by

removing, opposite the ankle-joint, a portion.

of the vamp, and securing to theside and lower

(No model. )

_edcfes of the opening thus formed, or along said

edwes, a piece of felt or comp051te substance of

rubber and fabric, said gusset-piéce being of’
suffieient width to allow the heel p’ortion or:

quarter to be turnied down or folded back upon
itself, for its intended purpose, as above point-
ed out, while, when the quarter is in its nor-

mal- position, said .gusset-piece folds or:laps-

upon itself toward, but does not fill, the middle
space, thus avoiding the leaving of openings
ab this point, and whereby what would other-
wise be openings is closed up water-tight com-

- pletely to the top of the upper, ObVldtan‘ the

entrance of snow and water. The quarter, as
is usual, is provided with forward extensions
of lapels, with ene of which is integrally made,
or to it is econnected, the fastening-strap, and to
the other one is secured a fastening or buckle.
The folds of the gussetsrestupon opposite sides
of the ankle-joint,-and not against or behind
it, either of which latter positions causes the

-gusset-fold to chafe or hurt the ankle, whilein:

the former position they serve as braces to the
ankle-joint; and prevent chafing thereof.
In lieu of making the gussets as aforesaid,

they may be made by fmmmg the vamp with

contlnuously rearwardly - plQ]erlng exten-
sions of sufficient length to serve the purpose
of the gussets, and adapted to fold or lap upon
itself as the latter. Thislatter method of mak-
ing them would avoid the slitting of the vamp
and quarter; .and removing  portions of the
vamp and replaclnor the same with separate
pieces.
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T am aware that in a galter -shoe folding or

plaitéd pieces have been inserted in the top
or ankle portion, with their folds or plaits
folding in one dire¢tion, which it is obvious
would erowd the ankle-joint #nd tend to im-
pair its movement, while it will be observed
that in my invention ‘the folds or plaits fold

‘toward, but do not occupy, the center or mid-

dle portion of the space 1nside of the outer or
main portion of the gusset, thus leaving the
ankle-joint untrammeled ‘or vnth sufﬁclent
space for freedom of movement.

Having thus fully described my invention,
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what I claim, and des1re to secure by Letters

Patent, is—
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In a felt or rubber and fabric overshoe, the | portions of said gusset, substantially as shown
combination, with the vamp and quarter, of | and deseribed, and for the purpose seb forth. ro

“the gusset arranged in each side of the upper In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
between the vamp and quarter, and in line | presence of two witnesses.

5 with the ankle-joint, with its'folds or plaits to JOHN B. BELCHER.
sustain the ankle, and to prevent chafing, fold- Witnesses: 1
ing toward, but not occupying, the central HENRY B. TEN IEvyeK,

space intermediate between the outer lateral L. O. Swmrrm. |




