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io all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, OLIVER WILLIAM
KETCHUM, a subject of the Queen of Great

York and Province of Ontario, Canada, have
invented a new and useful Button-Fastener,
of which the following is a specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a
cheap and effective metallic button-fastener;
and it consists, essentially, in a pronged clip
shaped substantially asshown, and arranged in
connection with a bridge formed in the button.

Figure 1is a view of a piece of cloth with
two buttons placed upon it, one button show-
ing the prongs of the fastener projecting
through it, while the other button shows the
prongs clasped round the bridge of the button.
Tig. 2 is a detail of the pronged clip. Fig.
3 is a detail of the button.

On reference to ¥ig. 2 it will be seen that
the clip or fastener is composed of two pointed
prongs, A, projecting from ‘and at right an-
gles to a flat head, B. The prongs A, it will
be noticed, are on opposite sides of the head
B, and are so set that when bent over the head
they will- pass one another. When the two
prongsare used,itis important that they should
be so set on the head as to allow of their pass- -
ing each other, for when fitted into the but-
ton, as shown in Fig. 1, the bridge « is located
between the prongs, which, when bent past
cach other, clasp round the said bridge and
form a rounded finish, the point of one prong
being forced past the other prong and caused
to project downwardly through the hole in
the button by the side of the bridge ¢, oppo-
site to that through which it first projects, and
finding a resisting-point on the under side of
the button.. '

It will be seen, on reference to Fig. 1, that
the bridge ¢ has straight parallel sides, and
that each hole is adapted to receive both one
prong of the clip and the point of the other
prong, the former being inserted from the un-
der side,and the latter from the top of the
hole. This construction is important, as it
allows of a larger and consequently stronger
clip being used, and allows the prongs to pass
each other with their adjacent sides touching
and supporting each other.

It is not necessary in this specification to
describe any particular instrument for driv- |

ing the elip through the cloth and bending
the prongs round the bridge e in the button
C, as it will be understood that a suitable
punch could easily be designed for that pur-
pose.

I am aware of the clips employed for bind-
ing together sheets of paper. I therefore do
not.claim, broadly, a pronged fastener; nor do
I claim, broadly, a buatton having a bridged
hole in its center.

T am also aware of Patent No. 64,742, which
shows a fastening made of wire bent in such
a manner as would make it very costly to make

. by hand or require complicated machinery to

construct thesame. Besides, such devicehav-
ing, as it does, the hooks bent before they are
inserted into the cloth or button, necessitates
the making of an eyelet or similar hole for the
passage of the hooks, and by its construction

55

6o

0y

or mode of applying it is very liable to be -

wrenched off, while the points of the prongs
do not pass into the button as do mine, and
hence are liable to catch into and tear the
clothing. :

T am also aware of Patent No. 271,185, which
shows a fastening made of sheet metal, the
head of which is provided with a central bulge,
with the prongs arranged to pass each other,
but they do not pass into the button, but are
so arranged that they are liable to catch into

‘and tear the clothing, while a sudden strain

would tear the button from the cloth. I make
no claim to the constructions shown in the said
patents, as T deem my invention essentially
different therefrom. I constructmy improved
fastener of sheet metal, and being easily and
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quickly struck up, I can manufacture them .

at amuch less expense thar those above men-
tioned, while the prongs, being returned into
the hole in the button, and finding a resisting-
point on the under side of the same, prevent
the butten from being torn off, while at the
same time the prongs are hid from view, and
cannot cateh into or tear the clothing. .

T am also aware of Patent No. 229,557, and
make no claim to the construction . shown
therein, as 1 deem my invention essentially
differenttherefrom and animprovement there-
on, for the clip there shown is so constructed
that when the proengs are passed into the holes
of the button and bent they do not pass each
other with. their sides touching and support-
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- ing each other, whereby in case of a sudden
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Jjerk all the strain comes on one of the prongs,

wlereas by my construection each prong sup-
ports the other, and hence my prong is much
more durable.

What I do claim as my invention, and de-

sire to secure by Letters Patent of the United .

States, is— _

1. As an improved article of manufacture,
a sheet-metal button-fastener consisting of an
oblong head, B, having straight parallel sides,

two prongs, A, projecting at right angles from

the sides of the head, and arranged in relation
to each other and a plane passed between the
prongs af right angles to theirtine of junction
with the head, that the right-hand edge of one
prong and the left-hand edge of the other will
be tangent to said plane, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.

2. The combination, with a two-holed but-
ton, each hole of which is adapted to receive
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| one proug of a clip and the poiut of the other
prong, with a bridge between the two holes,of
a clip made from sheet metal having a flab
head, B, with straight parallel sides, two
prongs, A, projecting diagonally from the
sides of the head, the right-hand edge of one
prong being substantially in line with the left-
hand edge of the other prong, when bent at
right angles to the head B, whereby when fit-
ted into said two-holed button the prongs
will pass each other,with their sides touching
and supporting. each other, and each enter
the hole from which the other emerged, thus
leaving a rounded finish on one side and a
smooth surface on the other, the head B form-
ing a stay to prevent the button being forced
off, substantially as described. :
OLIVER WILLIAM KETCHUM.
Witnesses:
CoArLEs W. HAYWOOD,
- D. MoKENZIE.
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