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To alt whom it may concerw:

-Beit knownthat I, JAMES A. WINTERMUTE,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Muscatine, in the county of Museca-
tine and State of Towa, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Book-Hold-
ers, of which the following is a specification,
reference being had therein to the accompany-
ing drawings. ‘

The object of my invention is to provide a

. convenient adjustable holder for heavy books.

I5

" to the back so as to fold upward.
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I accomplish this by the construction of such
a holder as'is hereinafter fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a front view of the holder open and in an in-
clined position. - Fig. 2 is the same view of
the holder with an open book. Fig. 3 is a
front view with a book .closed. Fig. 4 is a
side view of Fig. 2. TFig. 5 is a side view of
holder in a horizontal raised position. Fig.
6 is a detached view of the front support.
TFig. 7 is a section of a lid-support rod.

A. is a support-board, to which the holder is
attached.

Bis the back board of the holder; hinged at
the front to the support plate or board, here-
inafter described.

C Care the lids orsides of the holder, hinged
IIecwy
leather strips ¢ a are fastened to the back over
the hinges, and extended partly acrossthe lids,

as shown, forming smooth bearings for a book |

held by the holder.

D represents a board or plate, hinged at the
inner end to the support-board A, and at the
front end to the front end of the back B.

E E represent rods having eyes at each end,
and attached at the lower ends to eyebolts in
the support-board A, and at the upper endsto
eyebolts attached to the lids C C, so that the
rods will readily assume any required posi-
tion for supporting the 1lids in an open or
closed inclined or horizontal position. These
rods are constructed in two parts, soas to be
adjustable in length by means of the well-

known nut ¢, having right and left screw-

threads to receive the screw ends of the rods,
for the purpose of adjusting the holder to
books of different thicknesses, it being evident
that the thicker the book the shorter must be
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the rods, and viee versa. The holders may be
constructed of different sizes, to suit the trade;
but by means of the adjustable rods a holder
having a back four and a half ‘inches wide can

| be used for books varying from that thickness

to two inches in thickness.

I represents a support-rod bent to form a
horizontal bearing, b, and having its ends at-
tached to the suppmt -board A, and is in the
required position and of the 1equued length
to form a support for the back end of the hold-
er-back,when the holder is in the raised hori-
zontal position shown in Fig. b of the draw-
ings. Plates d 4 are attached to the front
ends of the lids for holding a book from slip-
ping off the holder when open in an 1nchned
position.

Instead of ﬂtachmo the holder to a sepa-
rate support-board, A, it may be mounted
upon and attftched to the top of a suitable
stand of convenientsize for being moved about
a room. When attached to the support A, it
may be placed upon the library-table or any
suitable stand.

‘When a book held by my improved holder

is closed, it rests in a lhorizontal position on
the leather strips, the rods I pressing thelids
C C against the lids of the closed book, asseen
in Tig. 3 of the drawings. When the holder
and book are in this closed position, slight
downward pressure upon the edge of either
lid will open them in position convenient for
reading or consulting the book by a person
while sitting, as shown in Figs. 2 and 4.
‘When the holder is in this open inclined po-
sition, slight forward upward force applied to
the fr ont of the holder will place it in a raised
horizountal position convenient for reading or
consulting the book by a person while s‘mnd-
ing, as seen in Fig: 5. Thenslight downward
pressure upon the front of the book will re-
turn it to.the open inclined position, and then
by a slight downward pressure upon the mid-
dle or back portion of the book or slight lift-
ing force upon eéither lid the book is returned
to the horizontal closed position.

‘What I claim as new, and desue to secureby
Letters Patent, is—

1. The combm%lon, in a book-holder, with
a support-board, A, of the back B, hinged ab
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the front to a support-board, the hinged lids
C C, and the support-rods ]] E, in two parts,
connected by the adjusting- nuts ¢ ¢, substan-
tially as and for the purposes described.

2. The combination, in a book-holder, with
a support-board, A, of the hinged back B, the
hinged lids C C, the hinged board D, the lid-
supports E E, and the mlddle suppmb T, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes described.

302,304

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-

L=
nature in presence of two witnesses.

JAMES A. WINTERMUTE.
Witnesses:
W. 8. ROBERTSON,
THOS. (. TAYLOR.
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