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70 all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HHORACE LIBRY, of Lew-
iston, in the county of Androscoggin and State
of Maine, haveinvented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Whitfletree-Guards; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to letters of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.

Figure1 is a perspective view of my inven-
tion with the end of a whiffletree shown there-
in. Tig. 2 is a side view of the same with a
part of a whiffletree shown therewith. Tig.
3 is an end view. ‘

Same letters show like parts.

My invention has relation to devices for pre-

- venting driving-reins from becoming caught
under the ends of the whiffletrees of vehicles.
This is an annoyance often occurring after
stopping for a time and then attempting to
resume the reins to drive. Tt is not only dis-
agreeable but often the cause of danger and
accident if the animal is spirited or nervous.
Injury has not a few times resulted from the
inability of the driver to obtain immediate
control of the reins and horse in consequence
of the reins being under the ends of the whif-
fletree. My invention aims to avoid this lia-
bility to accident. With this view I construet
the guard, composed of the two parts A and
B. The end of the whiffletree projects a short
distance through the part B, not far enough,
howerver, to strike against the part A. The
part B allows of the necessary vibratory move-
ment of theend of the whiffletree. With this
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view it has open space enough to allow the

(No model.)

whiffletree toswing as it ordinarily does. The .

form of the part B, as shown in the drawings
—an oval-—is a good one; but I do not, of
course, limit it to any particular form. This

part B is fastened to the cross-bar between

the shafts, and over which the whiffletree .

plays. Iixtending from this is the part A.
This is fastened to the shafts of the vehicle.
Thus the whiffletree is allowed free play and
the reins prevented from slipping under the
end of the same.

The part A can be made of more than one .

piece, if deemed necessary. I do notdesireto
limit myself to any particular form for the
part A so long as it projects from the part B,

substantially as set forth, and serves the pur- |

pose herein described.

It will be seen that the part A is fastened or
bolted to the top side of the cross-bar hetween
the shafts and the part B to the top side of the
shafts. Thusa double andstrong fastening is
afforded, and one easily got at for repairs, re-
moval, &e. ‘

‘What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent of the United States,
is—

A whiffletree-gnard attached to the top side
of the cross-bar and shaft, as herein set forth,
80 as to embrace the end of the whiffletree and
afford a guard over the outer end of thesame,
as and for the purposes herein set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

HORACE LIBBY.
Witnesses:

ADDISON SMALL,
G. M. Coomes.
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