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To ali whom it may concern:
- Be it known that I, Joun T. SHANK, a citi-

. zen of the United States, residing at Spring--

field, in the county of Greene, and State of

5 Missouri, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Devices for Supporting

and Gaging Siding; and I do hereby declare

the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-

scription of the invention, such as will enable

1o others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
devices for supporting and gaging weather-
boarding or siding, the object of which is to

15 provide a simple, convenient, and adjustable
device for supporting the board while being
scribed and nailed. These objects T attain by
means of the device illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing, forming apart of this speci-

20 fication, in which the figure is a view in ele-
vation showing the entire device.

A represents a lever, made of iron or other
suitable material and in any desired shape,
preferably as shown, rectangular, and having

25 @ hole to receive a fulecrum pin or bolt, 0% in
a post, B. This lever has two or more tecth,
«@ @, the upper end, «’, having aslide, F, which
is made of similar material. Said slide I
has a slot, f, for a set-screw, . This slide

30 may be formed in any desired shape, prefer-
ably as shown, having a straight edge, /*, and
a groove, /% to receive the lever. This head
or slide F, which is attached so as to adjust
the length of the lever, determines the amount

35 of the board or siding to be laid to the weather,
which is the distance from the end ¢ of the
base to the top f° of the liead F. This head
or glide may be provided with a spring,
ratehet, cateh, or other equivalent device for

40 staying the same at any point desired, but is
preferably secured, as shown, by means of a
set-serew. )

B is a post made a part of or rigidly at-
tached to the base C. 1t has a slot, ¥, to re-

45 ceive the lever, and a bolt or pin, % to se-
cure the same.

O is the base having the upper end ¢ pro-
jecting above the post B, and in or on it are
one or more sharp brads orteeth, ¢’ ¢. I pre-

50 fer two, as shown, one at each edge. The
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lowerend, ¢* of the said base extends below the
lower end, «, of the lever, that it may receive
a tap by a hammer to drive the brads or teeth
¢ ¢ into the lower edge of the last board
nailed. ‘

Disaspring of any desired tension. Tt may
be spiral orany other snitable shape, attached
to either the lever or base; but Ipreferalong
spring, as shown, attached firmly to the base
near the bottom of the post B, and resting 6o
against the lower end, «, of the lever A.

In operating the device the lower end of the
lever is depressed, and by driving on the lower
end of the base the brads ¢ ¢ enter the lower
edge of the board last nailed, and on releasing 65
the lower end of the lever the spring causes
the teeth « « to catch onthe face near the lower
edge of the same board. The said teeth ¢ ¢
being placed near the post B, the lever and
spring cause the said teéth to hold the device 70
firmly to its place, and as they are placed near
the post they will clasp the board in all cases,
whether warped or not. The device thus con-
structed, the brads ¢ ¢, entering the lower
edge of the board last nailed; does not loosen 75
the boards or start the nails, as is the case
with gages heretofore made. The brads ¢ ¢
being driven in until the end ¢ rests against
the lower edge of the last board nailed, thus
forming a perfect gage or giving the same 8o
amount of exposure to the weather for each
board, which may be regulated by the set-
screw or equivalent device of the head T.
The board to be scribed and nailed is placed
upon the firm support thus formed at £5. The 8 5
indentures made by the brads and feeth are
slight,and will disappear by the action of the
weather or be filled in painting.

Having thus described the construction,
use, and operation of my invention, what I o%e)
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— ,

1. A device for supporting and gaging sid-
ing or weather-hoarding, composed of a lever,
A, having teeth ¢ « to clasp the lower edge of g5
a board, and an adjustable head, I, which has
a support, /%, a slot, f, and a set-screw, E, a
base, C, extendingbelow the lower end, «, of
the lever, the upper end having brads ¢ ¢, to.
enter the lower edge of the last board nailed, roo
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a post, B, and a spring, D, to raise the lower
end of the lever, all substantially as shown
and deseribed. , :

2. Ina devicefor supporting weather-board-
ing or siding, a lever, A, having teeth ¢ a,

_placed so as to clasp the lower edge of thelast

I0

board nailed, combined with a base, C, ex-.

tending below the lower end of the lever, said
base having a post, B, and teeth or sharp brads

¢ ¢, and an attached spring, D, substantially |

as shown and described. ‘
8. The combination of a long spring, D, at-

tached to a base, C, with a lever, A, having
teeth @ ¢, and a head, T, which hasaslot and
set-screw or other equivalent device for ad- 15
justing and securing the said head, and a post, -
B, having a slot, ¥, and bolt %, all substan-
tially as hereinbefore set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses. ‘
JOHN T. SHANK.
‘Witnesses:
SEWARD S. HASELTINE,
J. T. WHITE.




