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Fo all whom it may. concerm.’

Be it known that I, Jamus B. LADD, a cibi-
zen of the United States, residing at Bris-
tol, in the county of Hartford and State of
Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Trunk-Stays, of which
the following is a specification.

My mvenmon relates to improvements in
trunk-stays of the-class which go upon the
back and outside of the trunk; and the object
of myimprovement is to simplify the construac-
tion thereof, so that it may be cheaply manu-
factured and is efficient in operation. - Iattain
this object by the construction illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a rear elevation of a part of a
trunk with my stay applied thereto. Iig. 2
is an end view of the same, and Fig. 3 is a like
view represented with the trunk open.

A designates what Icalla “‘tie-strap,’”’ which
is connected at its lower end, by means of a
hinge, a, to the body of the trunk B, at or near
its lower corner. Theupper end of said strap

. is hinged to the strap C by means-of the hinge-
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joint b, and the opposite end of said strap C

is secured, by means of the hinge d, to the up-
per surface of the trunk-cover D. ™The tie-
strap A is of sueh length and is.so applied to
the trunk that when the trunk is closed, as
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, both straps are drawn
closely to the trunk and cover, and with the
hinge b at the upper rear corner of the trunk,

as shown. ‘When the trunk is open, the hinged
straps A C fold one upon the other and stay
the cover from falling backward, as shown in
Fig.3. Talso employ the engaging socket or
saddle e, into and out of whieh the strap A is
br ouoht by the swinging motion of the cover.

When this str ap is thus seated in the saddle e,

the trunk-coverisprevented from moving end-
wise back and forth upon the trunk- body It

(No model.)

| will of course be unde1stood that the straps
A C are formed of metal or equivalent mate-
rial to give them sufficient strength to stay the
cover, as described. I have alread.y obtained
a patent which shows the combination of the
engaging socket or saddle with a trunk-stay
applied to the rear of the trunk and brought
into and out of engigement with said sockeb
by the action of the trunk-cover, and there-
fore T do not claim the same in this applica-
tioni

I am also aware that a prior patent shows
and describes a trunk-stay consisting of two
folding straps hinged to each other andto the
back side only of the trunk cover and body,
whereby it was necessary to so attach the stay
that the connected ends of the straps shall
stand out from the rear of the trunk a little
when the cover is closed, in order to insure
the proper movement thereof when the cover
is raised. This stay cannot therefore act as a
tie to hold the cover and body of the trunk
together, as does my stay, in which one of the
straps is hinged to the top of the trunk-cover.

I claim as my invention—

The combination of a trunk cover and body
with the tie-strap A, hinged to said trunk-body
at or near the lower rear corner, said strap
beinhg of sufficient length to extend upward
from said hinged point to the rear npper cor-
ner of the cover when the trunk is closed, and
the strap C,with one end binged to the upper
end of the tie-strap A, and its opposite end
hinged to the upper side of the trunk-cover,
as at d, the whole combined and operating to-
gether, substantially as described, and for'the
purpose specified.

' JAMES E. LADD.

Witnesses:

JAMES SHEPARD,
Eppy N. SMITH.
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