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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, PHESANTON S. PENDER,
of Tarborough, in the county of Edgecombe and
State of North Carolina, have invented a new

5 and Improved Back-Band Buckle, of which
the following isa full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion. . ’

The object of my invention is to provide a
buckle of simple, inexpensive, and durable
construction for use in supporting the traces
and driving-reins from the back-band of har-
ness, to hold the traces and reins clear of the
ground while plowing or doing other work by
draft-animals.

Theinvention consists ofaback-band buckle
made with a clasp-plate pivotedin the buckle-
frame, and adapted by its opposite edges to
clasp the band against opposite faces of the
frame, which frame carries a track-hook and
rein-loop below the clasp-plate.

The invention comsists, also, in particular
constructions and combinations of parts of the
buckle, all as hereinafter fully described and
claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar letters of referenee indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures. ’

Figure 1is a face viéw of the buckle ap-
plied on one end of the back-band. Fig. 2'is
a face view of the buckle, the band being re-
moved. Fig. 3is a longitudinal sectional ele-
vation of the buckle onthe line 2 #, Fig. 2, and
showing the band in dotted line; and Fig. 4 is
a face view of the buckle tongue or clasp-plate
detached from the frame.

The letter A indicatesthe main frame of the
buckle, which is formed with two parallel
transverse slots, ¢ b, through which the back-
band B passes from the back of the buckle,and
a transverse slot, ¢, parallel with and between
the slots @ b, In the slot ¢ is pivoted, on asuit-
ablepin, e, in the clasp-plate or tongne Cof the
buckle, which plate C, at each side of its pivot,
curves in reverse directions to form the oppo-
site clasping-edges D I3, which are located di-
rectly opposite to or facing the slots e b of the
buckle-frame, and so asto swing into or toward
said slotsfor clasping the front side of the back-
so band B against the reverse faces of the buckle-

10

15

20

25

45

frame. The band Bis passed in through the

slot « of frame A from the back; then through
the parallel slot d formed in and along the
upper half of the clasp-plate C, and then down-
ward over this plate and back through the 55
lower slot, b, of frame A, as clearly shown in
the drawings. :

Itisevidentthat any downward pullupon the
buckle will act by the pressure of the band 3
upon the upper half of the platé C, and above 6o
its pivol d, to force the edges I B of the clasp-
plate firmly upon the band B at the reverse
sides of the buckle-frame, whereby the buckle
will firmly be held against slipping on the .
band, which it clasps all the more firmly as the 65
strain on the buckle increases. I provide the
clasping-edges D B with teeth or prongs o to
secure a firmer hold of the buckle on the ban d,
said teeth being adapted to pass through the
material of the band and enter the buckle- 70
frame slots ¢ .  (See Fig. 3.)

At its lower side or edge the buckle-frame
A has a downward extension, as at F, which is
slotted or cut away centrally at f and abt the
lower margin of the slot, and on the face of the 75
buckle-frame is formed or attached a hook, G,

‘which rises from the frame and has an up-

wardly, outwardly, and inwardly curved form,

so that the point ¢ of the hook reaches nearly

to the plane of the face of the buckle-frame, 8¢
and rises to about two-thirds of the height of
theslot f from the lower edge of the slot. . This
form and arrangement of the hook provides a
space, H, between the main body of the hook
and the plane of the face of the buckle-frame, 83
in which space the trace-chain (not shown)
may rest for support above the ground and
beyond danger of entanglemeént with the feef

of the animal drawing the plow or other imple-
mment to whichhe may be hitched by the traces. ole}
In hanging the trace from or upon the hook G,
one of the trace-links may be pushed partly
into the opening fin passing it over the end of -
the hook.

At I is shown a loop or eye formed by a 93
further downward extension of the buckle-
frame, and below the trace-hook G, said loop I
serving to hold the driving-rein up from the
ground, the rein being passed from the ani-
mal’s bit through the loop to the driver.

It will be understood that the band B passes
over the animal’s back, and carries a huckle
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with trace and rein hooks, as above described,
near each end and at each side of the animal.
It is obvious that the double hold of the
clasp-plate C upon opposite faces of the back-
band at D B affords much greater security
against tearing out the material of the band by
the clagp-plate teeth, and against a slipping of
the buckle on the band, than asingle-toothed

-clasping-edge acting on one face of the band

only would afford, and that should the clasp-
plate be injured, a new one can readily be sub-
stituted and at much less expense than would
berequired to supply an entire new buckie.

I propose in practice to cast the buckle-
frame A with the trace-hook G and rein-loop
ILallin one piece and in malleable iron, and to
cast the clasp-plate C in like metal, thus mak-
ing the buckle cheap, light, and strong.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Asanimproved article of manufacture, a

back-band buckle made with a buckle-frame -

provided with atrace-hook, G, and arein-loop,
I, and the clasp-plate C, substantially asshown
and deseribed.
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2. A back-band buckle made with abuckle-
frame, A, slotted at « D, for the passage of the
band, and a clasp-plate, C, pivoted at e in 4
slot, ¢, of the frame, said plate Chaving aslot,
d, throngh which the band also passes, and
toothed clasping-edges D E, adapted to clasp

the band at opposite faces of the buckle-frame,

substantially as shown and described.

3. The buckle-frame A, cat away ab f, and
provided with an upwardly-curved trace-
hook, G, as shown, and having a downward
and upward bent extension at its lower end to
form the rein-loop I, substantially as set forth.

4. The ecombination, in a back-band buckle,
of the frame A, slotted at ¢ b ¢, the pivoted
clasp-plate C, slotted at d and formed with re-
verse - toothed clasping-edges D I, and the
trace-hook G and rein-loop I, substantially as
shown and described. :

PHESANTON S. PENDER.
Witnesses: |

M. A. CURTIS,
Wu. T. Gray, Jr.
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