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To all whom i may concern »

Be it known that I, DANTEL PrTE RS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Cinein-
nati, Ohio, have invented new and usefnl Im-

provements in Rings for Hand-Rails, of which

the following is a specification.

My invention relates to holding-vings for
hand-rails, such asare ordina rily employed in
connection with store-counters and in similar
sibuations; and it consists in an improved con-
struction of such rings, enabling them to be
applied to rails of various sizes, or toa rail of
varying diameter, and to be resetwhile in use,
to accommodate shrinkage of the rail, as here-
inafter described. :

Inthe accompanying drawings, illustrating
my invention, Figure 1 is a {ront view or ele.
vation of an ordinary hand-rail supported in
rings attached to holding-brackets; Iig. 2, an
enlarged section of the rail and holding ring,
showingthe bracket and fasteni ng-serews; and
Tig. 3 a perspective view of the holding-ring
detached. '

Referring to the drawings, C designates the
holding-ring; D, the rail; A, the bracket pro-
vided with the shoulder Band retaining-nut ¢

As heretofore constructed the holding-ring
was an ordinary ring of metal, with a central
perforation, adapted to slip over thé rail.
There being no provision for inereasing or di-
minishing the diameter of said aperture, the
rail must of necessity be of uniform diameter
throughout, in order to permit the slipping
of the ring to its position; but as such uni.
formity is in practice not always attainable,
more or less difficulty was experienced in thus
adjusting the rings to place. Moreover, the
shrinkage of the material of the rail left the

- former toolarge for the rail, producing an un-
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sightly fit and a loose and inecfficient connec-
tion. My improvement seeks to overcome

these difficnlties, and does so by substituting
a ring, C, split longitudinally at one side, thus
permitting a circumferéntial enlargement or
diminution of the same, as required, adapting
it to be applied to varying sizes of rails within
reasonable limits, and slipped to place with-

out regard to. the inequalities in the diameter
of the rail to which it may be applied. The
ring so constructed is further provided with
the usnal serew-hole, ¢, by which it is secured
to the bracket and rail by the serew ¢, and
witha corresponding slot, &, at the other side
of the longitudinal slit, for the passage of the
second holding-serew, ¢, the relation of the
parts being clearly shown in Fig. 2. The slot
8, being elongated in the circumferential plane
of the ring, it is only necessary, in adjusting
the ring to the rail, to compress it by circun-
ferential pressure and then tighten the hold-
ing-serew ¢, thus clamping the ring firmly be-
tween the bracket and rail and retaining it in
position. Any further adjustment rendered
necessary by shrinkage of the rail may be ef-
feeted in the same manner. Supplemental
screw-holes « « may be provided, by which the
ring may be more securely held, by screws
applied after the ring is finally adjusted to its
position. - It will be obvious that the same
practical results could be attained by provid-
ing an ordinary serew-hole in place of theslot
$ and forming the slot in the bracket-arm, and
such construction I conceive to be within the
spirit of my invention. ' ‘

I elaim as my invention, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent of the United States—

1. A ring for holding hand-rails to their
supporting-brackets, provided with a longi-
tudinal split or opening at one side, adapting
it to slip over rails. of unequal diameter, or to
be readjusted to the rail in case of shrinkage
of the latter, substantially as seb forth.

2. A holding-ring for hand-rails, having a
longitudinal split or opening, and provided
with a serew-hole at one side of the split and
an elongated slot at the other, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

Intestimony whereof I havehereuntoset my
hand in the presence of two subscribing wit-
RESses. -

DANIEL PETERS.

Witnesses:

L. M, HosEa,
). SIAPPELL.
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