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o all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, CHESTER F. GREEN, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Wa-

terloo, in the county of Black Hawk and State
of Towa, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Tag-Holders for Mail-
Bags, &ec., of which the followmof is a specifi-
mtlon reference being had therem to the ac-
(ompanylnw drawmo"s

My invention relates to that class of de-

“vices known as ‘‘tag-holders’’—that is, tag-

holders for mail-bags. These tags usually
consist of a strip of wood of suitable size
and length, which is provided with one or
more strings for fastening it to the bag. In
all cases it is advantageous and very desira-
blethat the tag be easily and quickly removed,
either to be put away for future use or for im-
mediate service. This I find can be done by
means of the tag-holder here shown in the ac-
company drawings and set forth descriptively
in the specification.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the tag-holder and tag sécured togeth-
er. Fig. 2 is aperspective view of the holder
under the underside. Figs. 3and 4are trans-
verse sections of the tag and holder, and Fig. 5
an end view of the same.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, the tag-holder consists of a body or shell,
A, of rectangular shape, all the corners and
edges beingsrounded. Iwillpreferably make
this shell of oval shape. -‘The upper side of
the shell has a slot, ¢, which gradually con-
tracts, as at «/. This upper side is extended
beyond the general body of the shell, as at «?,
and is there provided with a ring or eye, p,
through which the bag-string passes. At each
side oi the upper p01blon of the shell is a lug
or projection, /, inwhich arod, », is journaled.
On this rod a spiral spring, D, is wound, and
at its center is bent around a tongue, O, also
secured to the bar or rod ». The under side
of the shell has a triangular slot, ¢, and the
tongue C has a play in these slots, as will be
hereinafter set forth. The tag B has a single

hole, &, at one end in which the tongue C is
inserted when the tag is in position, as in
2, and 3. ‘

Figs. 1,

(No model.)

The operation of inserting and withdrawing
a tag is as follows: The tag.is inserted within
the shell at the end opposite the eye or ring
p, and as'it comes in contact with the tongue
C it pushes it backward, the grooves a «* al-
lowing it free play. (It isshown in this posi-
tion in Fig. 4.) As soon as the tongue conies
to the opening % in the tag, the spring acts
to force the tongue into the opening. To
remove the tag, the reverse of this operation
is had. - It will therefore be seen that the tag
can be easily and quickly removed or inserted
without tying or untying cords. The shells
will be made of cast metal, the lugs [ being
cast in one piece therewith. As an entirety
it is cheaply made, and has but few pieces to
wear or become broken, and is therefore ad-
vantageous over the more complex holders.
Speed in handling and changing mail-pouches
is the essential feature in the railway postal
service, and my improved tag -holder will
greatly assist the postal-clerks in changing
tags.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim 15—

1. A tag- holder consisting of ashell having
an upper and lower slot, as described, and a
spring-actuated tongue adapted to move in
said slots, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth,

2. A tag-holder, A, havmfr the slots aa’and
lagsi fonnmqouunls fora rod pyupon which
the tongue C and actuating»spring D are se-
cured, as and for the purpose set forth.

3. The combination, with the tag B, having
the opening %, of the holder A, provided with
an upper and lower slob, spring - actuated
tongue, and extension ¢*, provided with a suit-
able rope-attaching device, subst%n’mally as
and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses.

CHESTER F. GREEN
Witnesses:

I.. R. BENNETT,
E. R. PENDLETON,
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