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‘Application filed December 3, 1883,

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, Issac Q. BArsTOow, of
Reedsville, in the county of Meigs and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in FFolding Coops; and I do
hereby declare the following tobe a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it pertains to make and use it, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, which
form part of this specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
folding coops; and it consists in the combina-
tion of the bottom, having pieces secured
across its underside; theside pieces whichare
secured to the bottom by means of staples; the
top pieces,which are hinged to thesides; the
end pieces,which are hinged to the two cross-
pieces which extend acrossthe lower side of the
ends of thebottom,and suitable spring-catches
on both sides of the bottom, for holding the
folding parts in position while the coop is
foided together for transportation, as will be
more fully described hereinafter.

The object of my invention is to provide a
coop which, after it has been used, can be
folded up into a very small space to be re-
turned to the shipper, and thus not take up
any unnecessary room in transportation.

" Figure 1 is a perspective of the coop com-
plete when ready for use. Fig. 2 is a simi-
lar view of the coop folded together for
transportation. Fig. 3 is a plan view show-
ing the under side of the folded coop. Tig.
4 i a plan view showing the top part closed
down upon the bottom. Fig. 5is a vertical
cross-seetion taken through the folded parts.

A represents the bottom of the coop, upon
the top of which are secured the two side
pieces, B. These sidepieces, B, are securedin
position by means of rings or loops G, which
act as hinges, and whichrallow the side pieces,
B, to be raised from ahorizontal position upon
the top of the bottom into a vertical position,
as shown in Fig. 1. Theinner lower edges of

the bottom bars, X', of thesides B are round-
ed away, sothat the sides B can be readily
" elosed down upon the top or the bottom A;
but the lower outer edges of these parts X'
50 are not rounded away, so that when the sides
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are raised into a vertical position (shown in
Fig. 1) this outer square edge will serve as a
stop to prevent the side B from moving past a
vertical position. Connected loosely to the
top edge of each one of these sides B'is the
top @, the twopartsbeing connected together
by flexible hinges Y’, which allow the top
to be turned backward when the coop is be-
ing folded together upon the ton of the side
pieces, B. These flexible hinges consist, pref-
erably, of leather straps, two of which are
used at each end, but only asingle one at the
céenter. Where two straps Y’ are used at the
ends of the folding parts, each one has one
end secured to one side'of one of the parts,
then passes. over the edges of both parts, and
then has its other end fastened to the oppo-
site side of the opposite folding side or top
part. Nothing novel is claimed in these
hinges, because they are old in other con-
nections.
vertieal position and the topsturned over into
2 horizontal position, their inner edges come
together, as shown in Fig. 1. Theseside and
top pieces are then supported and braced into
position by means of the folding end pieces,
H. Each one of these end pieces has two
bars, T, secured rigidly to it, and to the lower
ends of these bars are secured suitable straps
or hinges, B/, as shown. The lower ends of
these straps are bent around the pins ¢, which
form the pintles of the hinges. These pins «
are secured Dbetween the parts of the eross-
pieces I: which are secured across the lower
side of the ends of the bottom A. When the
side and top pieces are folded down upon the
top of the bottom piece, A, they are held in
position by means of the spring snaps or
catches T, which are fastened to the bottom,
and which havetheir upper ends to catch over
the wires, as shown. Through one of the top
pieces is made an opening, throngh which the
fowls can be removed {rom or introduced into
the coop, and this opening is closed by a
spring-actuated door, R. Springs are applied
to the door for the purpose of causing 1t to
close quickly after having been opened. As
here shown, this door Is pivoted upon one of
the wires, and its outer edge is made to ex-
tend beyond the wire upon which it is pivoted
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to catch against the top of the spring-rod S.
As soon as the door is released, after having
been opened, the spring causes it to instantly
close. The end pieces, I, when not in use,
are folded against the under side of the bot-
tom, as shown; but when in use they are
tuarned from under the bottom up into a ver-
tical position, so as to catch between the ends
of the side and top pieces, as shown in Fig.
1. 'When turned up so asto catch between the
ends of the side and top pieces, they form
braces or supports for keeping the side and
top pieces rigidly -in position. In order to
hold these parts in position after the coop is
ready for use, suitable pins, Q/, or catches are
passed down through the ends of the top
pieces, so as to catch in the top edges of the
end pieces, and thus prevent the coop from
being accidentally opened.

In order to-add still further to the security
ofthe coop, suitable clasps or holding devices,
O, are secured to the end pieces, and these
holding devices extend up over the ends of
the top pieces and assist in locking them in
place. When the end pieces are folded down

against the under side of the bottom piece, A,
their top edges catch behind the two cross
pieces or clips P, which extend across the bot-
tom of the piece A, and through these cross-
pieces are passed the spring snaps or catches
Q, for holding these end pieces in place.
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. After.the coop has been used and it is de-
sired to either return it to its owner or to take
it away until again required, the sides and

top pieces are folded down upon the top of 35

the bottom piece, A, and the end pieces are
turned back against the under side of the bot-
tom, and all of these parts are locked in po-
sition by means of the spring snaps or catches
used for that purpose.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— .

The combination of the bottom A, having
the pieces I P secured across its bottom, the
side pieces, B, secured tothebottom by means
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of the staplesC, the top pieces, G, secured to .

the side pieces by means of the hinges Y’, the
end pieces, H, which are connected by suita-
ble hinges or conmections with the pieces L,
and suitable spring-catches,Q, fastened to the
cross-pieces P, for locking the end pieces in
position against the under side of the bottomn,
and the catehes I,for locking the side and top
pieces in position upon the top of the bottom,
substantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

ISAAC Q. BARSTOW.

‘Witnesses:
~ JoHN E. KIBBLE,
V. J. PACKARD.
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