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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CiTARLES I'. FITZ GER-
ALD, now residing in New York, in the county
of New York aud State of New York, have in-

5 vented a new and useful Improvement in
Porte-Monnaies or Purses, of which the fol-
lowing i8 a specification.

Myinvention relatesto a purse in which the
opening is difficult to find, and from \\hlch

1o money will not easily escape.

I will deseribe in detail a puzzle-purse em-
bodying my improvement, and then point oub
the novel features in claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figare 1 is

15 @ face view of a puzzle-purse embodym my
improvement, showing the opening closed.
Fig. 2 is a similar view of the purse, showing
it open. Ifig. 3 is an enlarged transverse sce-
tion of the purse, taken on the plane of the

20 dofted line @ 2, Tig. 1; and Fig. 41s aviewof
its component par £s detached from each other.

Similar letters of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures,

The several parts of this purse will prefer-

25 ably be made of chamois, leather, buckskin,
undressed kid, or other soft and strong mate-
rial; but they may be made of any other suit-
able material.

A {sec particularly Tig. 4) designates apicee

30 of material composed of two tab-like end por-
tions, a «', and intermediate strap-like por-
tions, b, formed by making a number of par-
allel slits between the end portions.

B B designate pieces of material of a shape

35 corresponding to the shape of the end portions,
a «', of the picec A.

C ¢ designate narrow picces of material of
a length cc 111&1 to the width of the adjacent
ends of the tab-like portions a ¢ of the pieee

40 A, and the width of the corresponding ends of
the pieces BB. The pieces B B arelaidupon
the tab-like portions « « of the piece A. One
of the pieces C is then laid on the outer side
of the tab-like portion ¢ of the picee A, and

45 another of these pieces C is Iaid on the outer
side of the piece B. One of the pieces C' is
also laid upon the outerside of the tab-like por-
tion ¢« of the picee A, and the other of these
pieces O’ is laid upon the outer side of the

50 piece B'.

While the several pleces are inthe positions
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described a row of stitehing is run around the
entire edges of the tab-like portions ¢ « of the
piece A, and thus the several pieces are se-
cured together, The stitehes that secure the
tab-like portion « of the picce A, the piece
B, and the picces € together do not pass
through the strap-like portions b of the piece
A, bub between these strap-like portions. In
order that the length of these stitchesshall not
attraet attention, it is desirable that all the
stitches wlxereby the parls of the purse are
secured together shall be of the same-length.

6o

The stitehes that secure the pieces ,the piece .

B, and the tab-like portion of the picce A to-
gether will preferably pass through the strap-
likeportions b of the piece A.  This difference
is made because it is not intended that the
pocket or pouch formed by the tab-like por-
tion & of the picce A and the piece B’ shall
be capable of being opened, whereas it is in-
tended that the pocket or pounch formed by the
tab-like portion a of the piece A and the piece
Bshall be capable of being opened. By making
ohe pocket or pouch ineapable of being opened
the possibility of opening the other is lessened,
because a failure of suecess in opening the onc
will tend to discourage efforts of the same
kind toward opening the other. The puzzle
in this purse is to find the opening, which,
owing to the arrangement of the piece C and
its conoefllmenb thereby, is puzzling and diffi-
culb. - The pieeces € ¢ are merely used to form
flaps for the pockets or pouches.

To open the pocket or pouch ¢ B, it is only
necessary to take hold of the pieces ¢« Bat the
middle and pull them apart. The strap-like
portions b will then be drawn between the
stitches whereby the picce A and the picceB
aresecured together. Money may then bein-
serted through theslits that separate thestrap-
like portions. To close this pocket or pouch
it is grasped at the end which is the farthest
from the strap portions b, and the other pocket
ot pouch is also grasped and pulled. The
strap-like portions are thus pulled outwardly
between the stitehes that extend around them
go far that they will not be visible when either
of the flaps C is raised.

the pieces « B’ at the middle, they can be
pulled apart, like the pieces ¢ B, but not so as
to open the pocket or pouch formed by them.

By taking hold of
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A fajlure to open the pocket or pouch formed
by the pieces ¢/ B’ by thus pulling them apart
will tend to deter a person from making any
atbtempt to open the other pocket or pouch by
pulling apart the pieces « B.

I am aware that prior to my improvement
a purse had been devised comprising two
pieces of material made approximately round,
one having a number of strap-like portions
extending from it, and the other being united
to it between these strap-like portions; but
owing to the circular shape of the picces of
material referred to it was practically impos-
sible to open this purse by pulling apart the
said pieces of material at the middle, and con-
sequently an upwardly-extending flap had to
be provided on oune of the pieces and a down-
wardly-extending flap or tab on the other for
pulling oun for the purpose of opening the
purse.  The presence of these flaps indicates
how this purse is to be opened. The object of
my improvement is to produce a purse which
will not by its construction indicate how it is
to be opened—in other words, a puzzle-purse.
‘With this object. in view I form a pocket or
pouch of two pieces of material which have
approximately parallel sides, and although

from one of these pieces there extend a num-

ber of strap-like portions, yet outside this
piece I arrange a flap which extends down-
wardly over the said piece, instead of up-
wardly over the strap-like portions, as in the
prior purse. The pocket which I thus form
can be opened by pulling the pieces of which
it is formed apart. At the upper end of the

strap-like portions I arrange another pocket
or pouch, but construct it so that it cannot be
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opened, and hence make it a dummy pocket.
A person trying to get access to my purse will
be just as likely to commence with efforts to
open the dummy pocket, and if such is the
case his difficulty will be increased.
he try to open the reéal pocket, he will find
nothing about its structure to indicate how it
can be opened. My purse is, for the reasons
given, a radically different purse from the
prior purse to which I have alluded.

‘What I claimas my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent;, is—

As a new article of manufacture, a puzzle-
purse consisting of a piece, A, composed of
portions ¢ ¢, having approximately parallel
sides and intermediate strap-like portions, b,
pieces B B/, corresponding in shape to the
portions a ¢ of the piece A, and pieces C €,
the picces B B’ being secured around their
sides and outer ends to the portions « &' of the
piece A, the pieces B C being secured together
between the strap-like portions b of the piece
A, the pieces B’ ¢ being secured togetherand
to the portion ¢’ of the piece A adjacent to
the strap-like portions b of the piece A, all
being so combined that the piece C will ex-
tend outwardly over the portion « of the piece
A and the piece B, thereby concealing the
mouth of the purse, and the piece C' extend-
ing outwardly over the piece &’ of the piece A
and the piece B, substantially as and for the
purpose specified.

CHARLES F. IFITZ GERALD.

Witnesses:
T. J. KuANE,
JAMES R. BowEN.
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