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Lo all whom it 1may concerw:

Beit known that I, JosEpa H. Ports, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Philadel-
phia, in the county of Philadelphia and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
anduseful Improvements in Step or Stoop Pro:
teetors, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had therein totheaccom-
panying drawings, wherein— .

Figurel is a perspective illustrating the ap-
plication of the protector to the outside steps
of a house or building. TFig. 2 is a broken
perspective showing a roll of the protector

material, or the form in which it is made up’

for the market. Tigs.3 and4 are respectively
a broken elevation and perspective of the
lower and upper end fastenings for securing
the protector in position upon a flight of steps.
Tigs. 5 and 6 are elevations illustrating modi-
fieations in construction of the protector. Tig.
7 is a perspective of another modification.
Figs. 8, 9, 10, and 11 are edge views of vari-
ous further modifications, and Fig. 12 is a
perspective of still another modification

My invention has relation to protectors or
coverings for the inside and outside steps of
buildings or houses, particularly the outside
steps, whereby they are preserved from undue
wear, and are kept clean and free from icy ac-
cumulations.

Heretofore removable wooden steps have
been used as a protector or covering for the
outside steps of houses; but such covering has
to be specially made to suit or fit each step of
the flight designed to be protected, and will
not, therefore, fit other flights of steps that
vary in size or number. The expense of these
wooden steps and the timeand labor consumed
in placing them in position upon the outside
steps limit the extent of their use in winter,
and that, together with their bulky and un-
sightly appearance, utterly condemns them for
use temporarily or otherwise during rainy or
muddy weather in summer.

My invention has for its object to avoid
these disadvantages by providing a flexible
weighted protector or covering which is easily
and guickly put down upon and removed from
the steps,which canbe made to fit or conform
to the various risers and treads of the differ-

ent steps in the flight withont requiring spe-
cial manipulation to obtain such fit or con-
formation, and which, in like manner, can be
made to fit other or different flights or sets of

steps having like or unlike risers and treads. s

The protector possesses safficient flexibility
to permit of its being fitted to the steps and to
fold or roll up into a compact form when not
in use, and although its attached weight is
also flexible, to provide for such fitting and
rolling or folding, yet it affords the necessary
gravity forimparting totheprotectorthe requi-
site rigidity to enableit to maintain itself upon
the steps and prevent its being accidentally
displaced or blown off or raised therefrom by
the wind.

- My invention accordingly cousists of the
novel combination, construction, and arrange-
ment of parts forming a flexible weighted pro-
tector or covering, as hereinafter described
and claimed; and it forther consists of a flexi-
ble weighted protector having corner or end
fastening devices for sccuring it in position
upon the steps designed to be protected.

In the drawings, A, IFig. 1, represents the
protector in position upen a flight of steps.
It is composed of a layer or layers of duck-
canvas, rubber, carpet, matting, or other suit-
able or desired flexible material, B, which may
be of any desired width. A% its edges b are
secured narrow strips G, of thin sheet-lead or
other flexible metal or material which will
give weight to the fabric B.  These lead strips
may be inserted in hems formed by the over-
lapping or turning over of the edges b of fab-
rie B, as indicated in Figs. 1 and 4, or be ce-
mented thereto, as represented in Fig. 2; or
they may be riveted to the fabric B or secured
therein in the act of weaving, molding, or
forming it, or be affixed thereto in any other
suitable or desired manner.

In addition to the edge strips or weights, C,
the fabric B may also have like lead strips se-

cured in.or at its middle part or interposed.

between the edge strips. The middle strip or
weight may be arranged longitudinally or par-
allel with the edge strips, as shown in Fig. 5,
or be composed of a series of short transverse
strips, as indicated in Fig. 6. 1f desired, the
edgeand longitudinally-arranged central strips
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. then connected to their fastening-eyes, and the
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may be dispensed with, and transverse strips
or weights running from edge to edge of the
protector besubstituted, as illustrated in Fig.
7. Thesestripsmay be narrow flat lead strips
riveted to fabric B, as indicated in said last-
named figure; or they may have a triangular,
square, oblong, or circular oufline in. cross-
section, as shown in Figs. § to 11, inclusive.
They may be cemented to the fabric B, as in-
dicated in Figs. 8 and 9, or be inserted there-
in in the act of making or forming it. (See
Figs. 10 and 11.)

Instead ofusing lead or other stripsto weight
the fabric B, the former may be of the same
width as the latter, and be inserted between
two layers of such fabric; or said partsinay be
otherwise arranged and secured together, as
desired. The protector A may be made in
short lengths of standard sizes, or it may be
manufactured so that it can be rolled up like
carpet, as indicated in Fig. 2, for convenience
in handling when selling or cutting the mate-
rial in suitable lengths, such lengths being
enough to reach from the sill of the door to
the pavement and conform to the risers and
treads of all the steps to be covered or pro-
tected. The eut piece or protector is then pro-
vided at each of its corners with fastening-
hooks d, which are riveted to the lead strips
C, as shown more plainly in Figs. 3and 4, and
engage with eyes d’, driven into the floor of
the house, just back of the sill-piece B, and
into the pavement F. If desived, the hooks d
may be inserted into the sill and pavement,
and the eyes d’ secured to the protector; orit
may be provided with any other snitable de-
vices, or, if desired, they may be dispensed
with.

To place the protector in position upon a
flight of steps, its upper end or corner hooks
are inserted in their respectivefastening-eyes.
The protectoris then spread over the steps and
Dent to rest upon or conform to the rise and
tread of each step. Its lower end hooks are

protector is thereby securely held in position.
Itsflexibility permitsittobe easily and quickly
laid upon and adjusted to the steps, and it is
as readily removed therefrom. When not in
use, itis folded orrolled uptoacompact form.
The weight C gives to the protector sufficient
rigidity to preventitsbeing drawn out of shape
by the scraping of feet or travel over it; and
whereby it maintainsitself in position, so that

it cannot be raised {rom the steps or otherwise |
accidentally displaced by the foree of the wind !
or {rom other causes.

The cheapness of the protector, -combined
with the convenience with whieh it can be
placed upon-and removed from thesteps, com-
mend it for use for either long or short inter-
vals at any season of the year.

Ihave shown and described my invention as
being particularly adapted for protecting the
outside steps of houses; but it is obvious that
1t may be used as a covering for inside steps,
floors of kitchens, outhouses, or other like fix-
tures and places.

I am aware that extensible step-protectors
have been made; but when extended they do
not entirely cover the tread of the step;there-
by permitting dirt to be deposited upon the
latter;. also, that other protectorsofsheet metal
have been used, but theseare merely employed
to prevent wear-of the steps; also, that rubber
mats or protectors are now used for like pur-
pose; but I am not aware of a step-protector
formed of a continuous piece of flexible mate-
rial having attached “strips or weights, as set
forth. . ’

‘What I claim is—

1. A flexible continuous-weighted protector
or covering for door-steps, substantially as
shown and described.

2. The protector or covering ‘A, composed
of o layer of continnous flexible material and
attached weight or lead strips, substantially
as shown and deseribed.

3. A continuous flexible weighted protector
or covering having corner or end fastening
devices, substantially as shownand described.

4. The protector A, composed of the .con-
tinuous flexible fabric. B and weight G, sub-
stantially as shown and described.
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5. The door-step protector A, composed of g5

a eontinuous flexible layer, B, having loaded
or weighted edges b, substantially as shown
and described.

6. -As a new article of manufacture, a flexi-
ble weighted door-step protector or covering
material formed as a continuous web, sub-
stantially as shown and deseribed.

7. A continuous or unjointed weighted cov-

ering or protector for door-steps, consisting-of
a flexible material, substantially as described,
and having sufficient rigidity to maintain any
desired shape.

Intestimony whereof Taffix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. '

JOSEPH HUNT POTTS.

Witnesses: :
S. J. VAN STAVOREN,
CHAs. F. VAN HORN.
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