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(No model.)

v all whom it majy concern:

Be it known that I, CYRENIUS HOWE, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, residing
at Clearfield, in the county of Clearfield and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Ballot-Box, of which the following
is a specification. :

My invention relates to improvements in
ballot-boxes, and has for its objeet to provide
a simple, inexpensive device of that character
whereby ballots for a number of different can-
didates to different offices may be separately
receivedin designated compartments,the tally-
sheetsand papersrelativetotheelection placed
in other compartments separate and distinet
from the fornier, and upon the closing of the
polls the box containing its contentssolocked
and sealed as to prevent the insertion of addi-
tional ballots, the withdrawal of those already
deposited, or any tampering with the election-
papers during the time intervening between
the balloting and the counting and compari-
son of the votes.

My invention therefore consists inthe novel
construction and arrangements of the several
parts constituting my improved ballot-box, as
will'be hereinafter more fully deseribed with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 represents a top plan view of my
ballot-box sealed up; Iig. 2, a sectional view,
looking down into the box; Fig. 3, a vertical
longitudinal section; Fig. 4, a detail view of
the cap; Tig. 5, an under side plan view of the
same; Fig. 6, a detail view of a portion of the
box-lid and central tube. .

The letter A representsa circularbox, pref-
erably constructed of sheet metal, and formed
with a central tube, B, extending from the bot-
tom some distance above the top of the box.
Radiating from this central tube, B, to therim
of the box are partitions «, the spaces between
which form compartments C, for the reception
and retention of the ballots. The rim of the

box A is turned down at its top to forma lip,
b, which aets as a support for a lid, D, cut out
in its center to fit around the central tube, B,
and is provided with a series of perforations
adapted to register with the ballot-compart-

dle, ¢. This lid has also a door, d, provided
with a staple upon itsunder side, which enters
a hasp, e, secured to one of the radiating par-
titions, and in conjunction therewith isformed
with a perforation, through which one end of
a crank-lever, f, extends, operated from with-
in the central tube to lock said door in a closed
position. The lid D is kept in position upon
the lip or support b by nieans of an annular
flange, IS, secured around the outerside of the
box-rim, and turned down over said lid, as
shown by Figs. 1 and 3, so as to permit the
latter being revolved, but preventing its re-
moval.

Adapted to fit upon the upper projecting
portion of the central tube, B, is a removable
cap, F, provided with perforations equal in
number to and capable of being placed in or
out of register with those in the lid D. This
cap is provided upon its interior with lugs g,
which enter recesses %, et in the eentral tube,
B, to prevent the revolution of said cap. A
rod, 4, extended up from the bottom ofthe box,
is screw-threaded a$ its upper end to receive
a burr or thmmb-nut, which, when screwed
down, holds the cap securely in any position
it may be placed, said cap being provided
with a perforation to admit the passage of the
rod.

Formed upon the under side of the box A
is a supplemental box or drawer, G, adapted
to be locked from within the main box by a
lock or bolf, %, substantially as shown in Fig.
3. This supplemental box or drawer and the
central tube, B, serve as receptacles for the
tally-sheets and other papers relative to an
election. _

The official designation of officers to be vot-
ed for is respectively secured upon the cap T,
about the perforations therein, and said cap
placed upon the central tube, B, so that its
perforations will register with those in the
box D, and the burr or thumb-nut serewed
down to retain it in this position. The box
being now ready for the reception of the bal-
lots, the latter are inserted through the regis-
tering perforations in the cap or lid and fall
into the compartments C, which correspond

ments, and also provided with a ring or han- g
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in number to the perforations or ticket-holes,
said perforations being of such a size asto only
admit one ballot at a time. At the close of
the election the tally-sheet and other papers
are placed in the central tube and supplemental
box or drawer, the latter locked from within
the interior of the main box. The door of the
box-lid is also locked by operating the erank-
lever f,and the cap Fisso placed astohaveits
lugs ¢ enter the recesses & in the central tube
and throw the perforations of said cap and
box-lid out of register, the interstices between
the perforations in the cap covering those in
the lid. The burr or thumb-nut is screwed
down tightly upon the top of the cap and a
tape or ribbon, H, passed between the projec-
tions of the former, and its ends sealed to the
top of the latter, thus effeetually locking and
sealing the entire contents of the box, to pre-
vent the insertion of additional votes, the
withdrawal of those already deposited, or the
tampering with any of the election-papers dur-
ing the interval between the balloting and
comparing of the votes.

For convenience of carrying the ballot-box
from place to place, or to place it within easy
reach of the voters, I construct the same with
a bail, m, by which it may be suspended from
any suitable support.

When it is desired to count and compare
the votes,the seal is broken by the proper offi-
cial, and upon the removal of the cap the door
of the box-lid may be unlocked by operating
the crank-lever. After thus unlocking the
lid-door, access is had to the lock of the sup-
plemental box or drawer, which, with the cen-
tral tube, contains the tally-sheets and papers
relative to the election. .

The votes in the various compartments are
successively reached by revolving the box-lid
until its door-opening comes over such com-
partments, thus permitting the removal of the
contents of but one box at one time.

Having now described my invention,what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

1. A ballot-box constructed with aseries of-

compartments radiating from a common cen-
ter, arevolving lid provided with an opening
through which access is had to the compart-
ments, a door to close the opening, and- a se-
ries of openings communicating with the com-
partments, substantially as described.

2. A ballot-box constructed with a series of
radial compartments, arevolvinglid provided
with an opening through which access is had
tothe compartments, a door to closesaid open-
ing, and a series of openings communicating
withthe compartments,and a central tube hav-
ing a cap provided at its lower portion with a

circumferential flange having a series of open-
ings corresponding in number with the open-
ings in the lid, substantially as described, and
for the purposes set forth.

3. A ballot-box constructed with a series of
radial compartments, a revolving lid provided
with an opening through which access is had
with the compartments, a door to close said
opening, and a series of openings communi-
cating with the compartments, a central tube
having a cap provided at its lower portion
with a circumferential flange having a series
of openings corresponding in number with the
openings in the lid, and a supplemental box
or drawer upon the bottom of the main box,
and means, substantially as described, for
locking the drawer and door, substantially as
described.

4. A ballot-box constructed with a series of
radial compartments, a revolving lid provided
with an opening through which access is had
to the compartments, a door to closesaid open-
ing, and a central tube provided with a re-
cess on its upper edge, and having a cap hav-
ing on its interior upper part lugs adapted to
engage with said recess and hold said cap from
movement, and provided at its lower portion
with a flange having a series of openings cor-
responding in number with the openings in
the 1id, substantially as and for the purposes
set forth.

5. A ballot-box constructed with a series of
radial compartments, a revolving lid provided
with an opening through which access is had
to the compartments, a door to close said open-
ing, and a series of openings communicating
with the compartments, a-cap provided at its
lower portion with a flange having a series of
openings corresponding in number with the
openings in the lid, and means, substantially
as described, for locking said cap in position,
substantially as and for the purposes set forth.

6. A ballot-box or ticket-receptacle which
consists . of a series of compartments covered
by a revolving lid provided with a series of
ticket-holes communicating with the compart-
ments, in combination with a central detach-
able cap provided with a flange extending
partly over the lid, and provided with a se-
ries of ticket-holes,which are closed or opened
by turning the lid, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth. v

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
seribed my name in presence of two attesting
witnesses.

CYRENIUS HOWE.
Attest:

J. F. MOKENRICK,
HARRY HEMPHILL.
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