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UNITED STATES

PatenT  OFFICE.

LARNED D. V. MASON, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

FIRE-ESCAPE.

SFPECIFICATION forming pgrt of Letters Patent No. 304,212, dated August 26, 1884,

Application filed March 3, 1884,

To all whom it may eoncern:

Be it known that I, LARNED D. V. MASON,
of the cify, county, and State of New York,
have invented anew and useful Improvement
in Fire-Escapes; and I do hereby declaré that
the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the construction and operation of the
same, reference being had to theannexed draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a front elevation of a
building provided with my improved fire-es-
cape; Fig. 2, a view in .detail, on an enlarged
scale, of the means by which the movablelad-
ders are mounted onrodsattached to the build-
ing; Fig. 3,a view in detail, partly in section,
showing the same device as Fig. 2, the view
being taken at right angles to that in Fig. 2;

- Fig. 4, a front. view of a portion of one of the

ladders, showing the construction and means
formounting the ladder-platforms; Figs. 5 and

tion of one of the track-rods and one of the
brackets by which the rod is attached to the
building; Fig. 7, aview in detail, showing the
construction of the cornice-ladder.

Like letters designate corresponding parts
in all of the figures. L

A succession of horizontal metallicrods (des-
ignated in Fig. 1 by letter A) are constructed
upon the walls of the building, and sécured to
the same and the roof by metallic eyebolts or
brackets ¢ at such a projection as may benec-
essary to clear the windows or other obstrue-
tions. Said rods A areplacedatsuch distance
aparb as may be necessary for the application
of scaling-ladders E, preferably at the top .of

each story of the building, or oue under each

row of upper windows and one under the cor-
nice. These ladders are made either of metal
or wood, and have metallic hooks B, with
wheel attachment C, fastened at one end. The
ladders B are hooked upon the horizontal rods
A one after another, and fit upon and follow
said rods by rolling upon the same by means
of said wheel attachment C. Upon each of

-said ladders X, I have constracted an adjust-

able platform, e, as shown in Figs. 1 and 4.
This platform iseither wooden or metallic, and
when in use is held in position by chains or
other means from each side of the ladder, and
is supported and worked upon hinges, thus

(No model.)

enabling it to be closed or shut up when not
required for use. Each platform may be piv-
oted to a ladder-round, as shown in Fig. 4, for
the purpose.  An important feature of the
platforms is, that while they turn outward to
furnish a good accessible support for persons
standing thereon, they domnot, when folded up,
interfere with the ascent and descent on the
ladders. For this purpose space is left be-
tween the inner or lower edgeof the platform
and the ladder-round for freely grasping the
round with the hands and stepping on it with
the feet, as clearly shown at f, Fig. 4.-

In Fig. 1, D represents a metallic curved lad-
der, shown in this figure as arranged to cover
the cornice of the building and to fasten on
horizontal rods on either side of the cornice;

‘but I prefer and intend to usea movable curved
ladder travelingonarod, A, abovethe cornice,

as shown in Fig. 7. This ladder can then be
moved along the building like the other lad-
ders, and be used with them. Thus the fire-
men can getupon the roof of the building front
the ground by these short separate movable
ladders. The horizontal rods A are designed
to be either solid or hollow, asshown by Figs.
5 and 6.

This invention,whichT call a ‘“‘railway fire-
escape,’’ also, from its superior facilities, ena-
bles the firemen to -control a fire from any por-
tion of the outside of the building, and by
means of the adjustable platform to stand at
ease, carry the hose, and propel themselves
from window to window along the entire front

.of the building, and, if a.detached building,

along all sides, the rods-orrailways being con-
nected by curves at the corner. They canlo-
cate the fire and bring the hose to bear at once,
thus preventing a general conflagration and
avoiding the throwing of water atrandom, and
they can save life and property, at the same
time feeling conscious of their own safety.

In scaling, when ladders like those herein
described are brought by the firemen, the first
short ladder is hooked ipon the first track-rod
on the building, a fireman ascends upon itand
stands upon a platform thereof, which may be
near its upper end. Another ladder is then
passed.ap to him by the firemen below, and he
hooks it upon the next track above and as-
cends that ladder above, while another fireman
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ascends the first lndder. Thussuccessivelad- | A A, attached to a building at the different

ders are passed up to the top of the building,
and each one is manned by & fireman. These
short separate ladders enable this to be done
very easily and quickly.

I claim this invention to be especially valu-
able in its application to buildings near the
docks or on mnarrow streets largely oecupied
by elevated railroads,telegraph-wires, or other
obstructions, where the ordinary fire-ladders
and appliances cannot be used for want of
space. Thecircularladder willenablethefire-
men or other persons to get upon or down from
the roof of the building in perfect safety.

Therodsand brackets may be attached toany
building alveady. constructed or in process of
construction. They may bepainted, bronzed,

nickel-plated, or galvanized to suit the build-
ing and taste of the owner, and made orna-
mental. ;

I claim as my invention and desire tosecure
by Letters Patent—

1. The combination of aseries of track-rods,

stories thereof, and a series of short ladders,
E I, veaching from track-rod to track-rod and
provided with track-pulleys to run upon the
track-rods, substantially as specified.

2. In combination with a horizontal track-
rod situated below and near the cornice of a
building, & curved ladder, D, adapted to be
supported above the cornice and to extend
around the cornice to thesaid track below the
cornice, substantially as and for the purpose
herein specified.

3. A firetscape ladder, I, provided with a
platform, e, adapted to swing between two
rounds of the ladder andtoleaveaspaceabove
the lower one of the two rounds for the inser-
tion of the hands when the platformisso swung
between the rounds, as specified.

LARNED D. V. MASON,

Witnesses: )
THOMAS VICKERY,
MAURICE GOLDBERG.
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