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To all whom it may concern: ,

Be it known that I, WIrLIAM CRABB, 2 citi-
zen of the United States, residing in the city
of Newark, county of Essex, and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in' Corkscrews, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to that class of cork-
screws which are formed from a single piece
of metallic wire of uniform diameter, one ex-
tremity of the wire being pointed and twisted
spirally to form the serew, while the other ex-
tremity is shaped to form a loop or handle.
Heretofore the upper or free end of the piece
of wire, after being bent to form the loop or
handle, has been simply twisted around the
shank or portion of the wire immediately above
the spiral, forming a small loop, which is re-
lied upon to preserve the shape and position
of the handle with relation to the serew. This
method of securing the upper-end of the wire
is open to objections. - For instance, since the
small twist or loop simply surrounds the shank
of the serew, it is liable to be forced upward
under pressure, decreasing the size and dis-

torting the shape of the handle, and allowing "

. the spiral portion to penetrate a cork farther

35

40

45

50

than designed or desirable. The small loop
or twist around the shank is also liable to pull
out or unwind when subjeet to any consider-
able degree of strain, as where a cork is unusu-
ally difficult to draw, thus rendering the de-
vice useless.

The object of my invention is to overcome
these objections and to afford a positive means
of securing the free or upper end of the wire
to its shank or spiral portion that shall ren-
der the fastening practically as strong as any
other portion of the device in resisting rup-
ture or distortion.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of my improved corkscrew;
Fig. 2, an elevation taken at right angles to
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is an elevation of the blank af-
ter one end has been sharpened and formed
into the spiral screw. Tig.4isa similarview
of the blank after the small loop or eye has
been formed; Fig. 5, an elevation of the blank,
showing the upper portion bent over to form
the large loop or -handle, and the free end
passed through the smaller loop or eye; Fig.
6, an elevation at right angles to Fig. 5, show-

(No model.)

ing the end of the wire flattened to prevent
its return through the eye.

In the drawings, B represents the blank of
wire from which the corkscrew is formed.
The lower portion is sharpened and twisted
into the spiral s in any suitable manner. At
a point above the upper termination of the
spiral s the wire is bent, so as to form a small
loop or eye, e. The aperture thus formed in
the shank of the blank is preferably equal to
or but slightly larger than the cross-section of
the blank. The upper portion of the. wire

blank is next bent into a loop of annular or -

other desired form to constitute the handle H,
and its free end passed through the smaller
loop or eye e, after which said end s is flat-
tened or otherwise increased in width frans-
versely, so as to prevent the possibility of its
return through the eye. This increase in
width is:preferably accomplished by flatten-
ing the end f, as shown in the drawings, al-
though it may be accomplished in other.ways,
as by upsetting the end of the wire, or by bend-
ing it under pressure, so as to form lateral
projections or shoulders, which engage with
the sides of the eye €.

It is to be observed that by forming the
small eye or loop e immediately above and
adjoining the spiral sit affords apositive stop
or gage to the degree of penetration of the lat-
ter, since it cannot possibly be forced out of
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position longitudinally in either direction. °

Being formed also in the body of the blank, it
cannot be unwound or deranged by the strain
to which the handle is subjected while pulling
a cork. Infact, (as will be understood by ref-
erence to Figs. 1 and2,) the greater thestrain
to which the-handle may be subjected in a
legitimate manner the. stronger will be the
connection, since the enlarged end of thewire
will be pressing the eye against the shank and
tending to compress the partsmore closely to-
gether. :

‘What I claim as my invention, and degire to -

secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a corkscrew formed from a single picce
of metal, substantially in the manner set forth,
the loop or eyeformed in thebody of the shank
above the screw portion for the reception of,
and in combination with, the extremity of the
wire which forms the handle, the said extrem-
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ity being passed through the said loop oreye
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and enlarged laterally, for the purpose de-
seribed. )
2. ITn a corkscrew formed from a single piece

of metal, substantially in the manner set forth, |

the method of securing the extremity of the
wire of which the handle is formed, consisting
in passing the said extremity through a loop
or eye formed in the shank above the screw

portion, and then enlarging the end to pre-
vent its return; substantially in the manner ro
and for the purpose described.

~ WILLIAM CRABB.
Witnesses:
Gro. W. MiaTT,
Wi, GARDNER.




