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To all whom it ay concern: )

Be it known that I, FRANK HANgoN MER-
RILL, a citizen of the United States, residing
at San Francisco, State of California, have in-
vented a new and useful deviee for protecting
trees from the ravages of such insects as ¢limb
up the trunk from the ground, and house inte-
riors from fleas, roaches, bugs, &e., of which
the following is a specification.

My invention consists in narrow strips of
suitable textile fabric coated with paint and
saturated with a poisonous compounnd and ap-
plied to the trunks of trees, and around the
skirting-boards of rooms in houses, as below
described.

In the accompanying drawings, I show the
outline of my tree-girt in Fig. 1, its applica-
tion to the trunk of a tree in Fig. 2, and in
Fig. 3 my poison-strip isshown applied atthe
skirting-board under the earpet in a room in
a house. ‘ .

A is the girt, collar, or strip, as the case
may be, which ordinarily may be threeinches
wide, and having, when applied to trees, anin-
terior diameter a little larger than the trunk
of the tree it is to be applied to.

The material T have chosen as best suited to
my purpose is canton flannel which has a good
nap on one side,which easily retains my pois-
onous compound. :

To prepare my collars and strips, Ifirst coat
the smooth side of the cloth with a good stiff
coat of flonr-paste;which I allow to dry hard.
This I cover with a good stiff coat of oil-painb
of any cheap kind, so as to give the cloth stiff-
ness and make it water-proof. After this is
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:dry I saturate the nap side with a stfong S0-

lution of one part borax to four parts corrosive
sublimate dissolved in hot water, only enough
hot water being used to completely dissolve
the parts. After the cloth is thoroughly dry
I cut out the rings, girts, or strips.when they
are ready to apply. Theapplication is made
by simply tacking the collarsto the tree-trunk,
nap side under, about afoot from the ground,
taking care to leave no spaces between the col-
lar and the tree for theinsects to crawl through,
but compel them to pass over the poisoned
nap. DBefore they get completely over they

will die from the effect of the poison and drop s

off to the ground. Thestrip I tack under the
carpet B, nap side up, all around the skirting-
board of the room. Any fleas, bugs,or roaches
which come in contact with it will be pois-
oned.

‘What I claim as my invention isas follows:

1. The poison-strips herein described, con-
sisting of the narrow pieces of cloth having a
nap on one side saturated with insect-poison,
the other being stiffened with a coating of
paint, as and for the purpose set forth.

2. The poison-strips herein described for
destroying insects, consisting of strips of nappy
cloth painted on one side with a stiff coat of
oil-paint, and saturated on the nap side with
a strong solution of borax and corrosive sub-
limate, as and for the purpose set forth,

FRANK HANSON MERRILL.

‘Witnesses: -
GEo. PARDY,
JorN CHOICE.
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