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To all whom it may concern:

Be it ' known that I, Lucrus TRACY SHEF-
FIELD, of the city, county, and State of New
York, have invented a new and and useful Im-
provement in Devices for Lacing Shoes, Cor-
sets, or Gloves, of which the following is a
full, true, and exact description, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings.

My invention will be readily understood
from the drawings, in which Figure 1 repre-
sents my improved device applied to lacing a
shoe with one cord; Fig. 2, the same for a
shoe with two cords; Fig. 3, a detailed view
of my cord-fastening contrivance, and Figs. 4
and b details of my metallic loops. Tig. 6 is
a perspective view of the device.

In my drawings similar letters referto simi-
lar parts.

A represents a shoe, but my invention is

equally applicable to a glove.

B in Fig. 1 represents the single lacing-
cord, and B B in Fig. 2 the double lacing-
cord. This cord is passed in suecession
through the eyes D of the laeing-studs C, and
in Fig. 1 it finally passes through a locking
or clamping device, (shown in Fig. 3,) consist-
ing of aframe holding a spirally-grooved cone,
which will turn freely to permit the lacing to
be drawn to one side, but will clamp it when
placed in the proper position. I do not al-
ways propose to use this, a knot or loop being
sufficient to hold the cord. )

I make the studs in the ways shownin Figs.
4, 5, and 6, in which the lower part, E,is a
tubular extension upon the solid body portion,

so that when spread,as shown in Fig. 5, it will .
clamp the stud to the article. The upper
part presents a smooth-edged metallic loop or
arch, D, spread at the bottom. This is set
npon a flat plate, C, which is clamped tightly 4o
upon the part E, through which the cordmay
pass freely. This counstruction permits the
closed loop to be brought down close to the
plate C, so that there is no extended projec-
tion above the surface of the material, and 45
there is less tendency to tilt the device and
tear it from the material than when construct-

ed in the ordinary ways.

In operating my contrivance the cord is
permanently passed through each of thestuds 50
in succession, and when the seam is to be
opened the cords will readily slip throughthe
metal loops, allowing of such opening. A
single pull on the cord will readily close the
entire seam. There should bean inner lapto 55
thoroughly close the opening, as is shown in
dotted lines in Fig. 2.

‘What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

A stud having a closed loop cousisting of a 6o
metallic arch spread toward the bottom, a
plate adapted to lie flat on the material, and
supporting said arch, andits fastening device
for securing the plate to the material, all con-
structed as set forth.

LUCIUS TRACY SHEFFIELD.

‘Witnesses:
GEO. H. EVANS,
ANTHONY GREF, Jr.




