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To all whonv it may concermn:

Be it known that I, CHARLES L. EASTHAM,
a citizen of the United States, residing at the
town of Medora, in the county of Macoupin,
State of-Illinois, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Oil-Cans, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relatesto stoppers for oil-cans
for machinery, and to operating the same by
means of the fingers on the outside and at the
time the oil is to be discharged from the can.

It consists in providing the can witha valve |

ab or near the opening to the neck, which is
held in place by a spring, and which can be
operated by means of the fingers on the out
side through a lever connecting with the
valve on the inside; also, in a sleeve fast-
ened to the bottom of the can and passing up
toward the top on the inside, through which
a wire or other means of attachment passes to
connect the lever with the valve, and thus
prevent the oil in the can from spilling out
through the bottom of the can. 1 attain these
objects by the mechanism illustrated in theac-
companying drawing, in which the figure is a
transverse sectional view of my oil-can and
improvement. )

A is an ordinary oil-can. N is the neck,
which is fastened on with a secrew. Theseare
o0ld, and of themselves I lay no claim thereto.

B is a sleeve fastened to the bottom. of the
can, and passing up through the center of the
can to within a short distance of the top, and
is designed and used to prevent the oil from
passing out through the bottom of the canand
to admit the wire Cto pass up to the valve V
from the lever L.

V is a valve fitting up against the opening
at the bottom'of the neck N, and serves to
close the same and prevent the oil from run-

- ning ocut until the valve is pressed away from

45

the opening. It is provided with anordinary
spiral spring, S, which passes over the neck
of the valve C, and has one end resting on the
top of the sleeve, and the other end pressing

{No model.)

against the bottom of the valve V. This
spring serves to hold the valve up againstthe
aperture in the neck of the can. This valve
has also a valve stem or wire, C,which passes
down through thesleeve and connectsthe valve
with onie end of an ordinarylever, L, which is at-
tached to the bottom of the can. Thelever L
is provided with a finger-piece on the outside
of the can and at one end, and is attached ab
the other to the valve stem or wire G, and op-
erates the same.

Now, when you wish to use the can, you
press with the little finger on the finger-lever
L, which will press the valve from the open-
ing in the neck of the can and allow the oil to
escape through the aperture. ]

Now, what I claim, and for which I desire
Letters Patent of the United States to be
granted to me, is— .

1. In an oil-can, the sleeve B, open at the
top and bottom,and made tight and fast to the
bottom of the can on the inside at the center,
and passing up through the center of the can
to or near the top, and adapted to receive the
valve-stem C, and to prevent the oil from run-
ning out of the can at the point where the
valve-stem enters the bottom of the can, in
combination with the can A, valve-steme, le-
ver L, and valve V, substantially as described,
and for the purposes set forth.

2. In an oil-can, the sleeve B, open at the
top and bottom, and made fast and tight tothe
center of the bottom of the can on the inside,
and passing up through the center of the can
to or near the top, in combination with the
valve-stem C, having a spring to press the
valve V against the valve-seat, the lever L,
and valve V,having its valve-seat, all com-
bined and operating for the purposes set
forth.

CHARLES L. EASTHADM.

Witnesses:
W, M. EccLES,
H. W. WESTBROOK,
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