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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Isasc V. FORD, a resi-
dent - of the city of Troy, in the county of
Rensselaer and .State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Stocking-Holders; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exach
description of the invention, that will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, which form

. a part of this specification.
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Similar letters refer to similar parts in the
several figures therein.

My invention relates to improvements in
stocking-holders; and it consists of a hook so
arranged as toform a converging slot between
the hook and its shank, also of one or more
slots or bars in the shank adapted to receive
a piece of webbing or similar means of sup-
port for the hook..

The objects of my invention are, first, to
providea cheaply-constructed stocking-holder
that may be easily and quickly attached and
detached in the most convenient manner;
second, to easilyand quickly attach the holder
to a supporting-strip of fabric in such a man-
ner that it is easily adjustable to different po-
sitions thereon. -

Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective
view of my improved holder. Fig.2isa plan
view of same attached by its shank to a piece
of webbing, and by its hook to a portion of a
stocking or other wearing-apparel. Fig. 3 is
an edge view of parts shown in Fig. 2. Fig.
4 is a plan view showing the method of at-

taching the holder to a stocking and a modi- |

fied form of shank. TFig.5is an edge view
showing the method of attaching the holder,
having only one slot in the shank to its sup-
porting-webbing. :

A isa projecting hook,which, in connection
with the shank C, forms the converging slot
B, in which a fold, d, of the stocking F is
caught and forced down toward the narrow
and converging bottom, where it is firmly re-
tained by the edges of the hook and shank.

The shank C is provided with slots a, through-

50 which one end of a piece of webbing, D, is in-

troduced in the manner shown in Figs. 2 and

3, which secures the holder firmly upon the
webbing. The webbing may be introduced
by first inserting one end down through the
lower slof @ nearest the hook and up again
just ‘through the middle slot. The other end
of the webbing is then inserted down through
the upper slot and drawn tightly through.
The friction of the webbing upon itself and
the bars ¢ between the slots is sufficient to
prevent the webbing from being disengaged
from the holder by any pull upon the end last
inserted in the slot.

‘When desired, only one slot need be used,
as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, in which case one
end of the webbing is passed up through the
slot and the other up around the bar b and
past the inserted end, as shown in Fig. 5, the

frietion being sufficient to retain the holderin

plack, as before deseribed, when there is ten-
sion upon the webbing.

If it is desired to change the position of the
holder upon the webbing, it is only necessary:

to relieve the webbing of its tension and slide
the holder up or down upon the webbing, and
it will remain where put as soon as the ten-
sion is restored, whichisalways the case when
the holder is put to use in supporting the
stocking. , :

To attach the holder to the stocking, a small
fold in the stocking is taken up by the thumb
and finger ¢ ¢, as shown in Fig. 4, and the
hook passed around the fold and under the
thumb and finger,when it is certain to engage
a portion of the fold bLetween itself and the
shank within the converging slot B,where it is
firmly held, as shown in Fig. 2, and as before
described. ‘

T am aware of the construction of an oval-
shaped concavo-convex metallic tag havinga
curved slot adapted to receive and secure a
binding-cord ; - also of stocking-holders pro-
vided with a converging slot adapted to re-
ceive a fold in the stocking, the slot being in-
closed on every side by the shank and pro-
jecting arms. None of the constructions here-
tofore employed were provided with a hook,
A, adapted to pass around the raised stock-
ing-fold between the raising thumb and finger
and the garment, to be easily and quickly se-
cured thereto. ‘

All the holders heretofore known or em-
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ployed made it necessary to take up a large
fold in the garment that should be elevated
above the thumb and finger sufficiently to pro-
jeet up through and above the loop or enlarged
slot-opening of the holder while the latter
rests upon the upper side of the fold-raising
thumb and finger, from which position it is
slid along against the apex of the fold*until
the latter enters the slot. Several attempts
are frequently required to secure any part
of the fold within the slot, and the material
being flexible and the apex of the fold with-
out support, the act of sliding the holder upon
it, itself serves to depress it and only a small
portion of the fold is secured in the slot, from
which it is” apparent that any undue sfrain
upon the garment will cut or tear the small fold
and injure or release the garment. By employ-
ing my improved holder provided with the
hook A and single-armed shank C, the apex of
the fold is firmly held by the thumb and finger,
while the hook is slid in between the finger
and the garment, bringing the thicker part of
tae fold surely and firmly into the slot. It
18 unnecessary, therefore, to raise a large fold,
which it is frequently impossible to do in a
closely-fitting garment, and the holder can be
easily and quickly attached on the first at-
tempt and without watching the operation
with the eyes.

My holder is equally well adapted for use
upon dresses, skirts, or under-garments.

304,718

The shank € may have only a single bar, b,
as shown in Fig. 4, the portion between the
dotted lines being cut away.

WhatI claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A stocking or other garment holder pro-
vided with a hook, A, and shank C, each hav-

-ing downwardly-extending arms which unite

at their lower ends only to form a narrow up-
wardly-diverging slot-opening between said
arms, the shank also having one or more
transversely-elongated slotsadapted to receive
a strip of webbing or supporting band, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes set forth.
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2. A stocking or other garment holder made

of a single piece of flat sheet metal and pro-
vided with a hook, the pointof which projects
to one side of a narrow downwardly-converg-
Ing slot-opening formed between the hook-
supporting shank-arm and the hook, adapted
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to receive a garment fold, also with a bar pro-

Jjecting transversely from the the shank adapt-

ed to receive a supporting web or band, in
combination with said web. or band, substan-
tially as desecribed, and for the purposes set
forth.

In testimony whereof I have herecunto set

my hand this 11th day of July, 1884.
ISAAC V. FORD.
Witnesses:
Gro., A. MOSHER,
Jomn 1. BooTH.



