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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THoMAS W. ADAMS, of
Big Rapids, in the county of Mecosta and
State of Michigan, have invented new and use-
ful Improvements in Trunk-Followers; and I

do hereby declare that the following is a full, |

clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to theaccompanying drawing,which
forms a part of this specification.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in adjustable followers
for holding the contents of trunks, packing-
boxes, &c., in place, and is especially de-
signed for use when the trunk is but partially
filled with clothing, so that in traveling its
contents are not shaken up and displaced by
the rough handling to which trunks are ordi-
narily subjected by what are usuvally termed
¢ baggage-smashers.”’

The invention consists in the peculiar con-
struction, arrangement, and combination of
parts, as more fully hereinafter described and
claimed.

The drawing represents a perspective view
of the inside of a trunk with my improved
follower in position. v

In theaccompanying drawing, which forms
a part of this specification, A represents an
open trunk, to the inner walls of which and
to opposite sidesthereof are secured the rack-
bars B in pairs, as shown.

C represents the ordinary spring-bolts of
commerce, secured to the top of the follower

board or frame, in such position that they.

will be coincident with the rack-bars when
the follower is in position, and be adapted to
engage with such rack-bars. The inner ends

of such boltsare secured together in pairs, as
shown, by means of the handle-bar D, by
meansof which the bolts are disengaged from
the rack-bars, and each pair operated simul-
taneously, and the follower E can be lifted
when desired. B

In practice, the follower E is removed from
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the trunk, which is now partially filled with
clothing or other articles, which it may be de-
sired to pack. The follower is thenlaid upon

-the top of the articles so packed, and pressed

down when the spring-bolts will engage with
rack-bars, and hold the contents of the trunk
in position, no matter, how many times it may
be turned topsy-turvey.

I am aware of Patent No. 272,961, and make
no claim to the construction shown therein, as
I deem my invention as essentially different
therefrom and an improvement thereon.

I consider the use of rack-bars a great im-

‘provement over the perforated strips hereto-

fore employed, for wherethe perforated strips
are used in pushing the follower down the
springs on the bolts will push the same into
the first holes in the strip, from which they
must be withdrawn before pushing the fol-~
lower any farther into the trunk, whereas by
the use of my rack-bars the teeth of which
are inclined—that is, they have an inclined
side and thena horizontal one, then anincline
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and so on—by pressing on the follower the

bolt rides over the incline and is caught by
the horizontal side of the tooth, and a continued
pressure on the follower will force it still
farther down without the necessity of with-
drawing the bolts by hand. T also deem it
important that each pair of boltsbe connected,
so as to be operated simultaneously.

‘What I claim as my invention is—

The combination of a box or trunk, having
rack-bars secured in pairs to the opposite inner
walls thereof, witha follower board or frame,
having spring-bolts secured thereto in pairs,
and each pair of such spring-bolts secured to-
gether by means of ahandle-bar whereby each
pair of bolts may be operated simultaneously,
substantially as and for the purposes set forth.

THOMAS W. ADAMS.

‘Witnesses: '

FRANK M. JAMES,
SETH A. PLOUGH,
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