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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, ERIc JOHNSON, a resi-
dent of the city of New Orleans, parish of

- Orleans, State of Louisiana, have invented a
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new and usefnl Machine for Cutting Shoe-
Strings, Whip-Lashes, &c., of which the fol-

“lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to a machine for cut-
ting leather in long strips; and the objects of
my invention are, first, to provide a means
by which shoe-strings, whip-lashes, &e.; can
be made from the small cuttings or refuse
scraps of leather; second, to afford facilities
for preparing the leather for the machine. I
attain these objects by the mechanism illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, in
which— :

Tigure 1is a plan view of the machine, show-
ing the knife in position for preparing the
leather. TFigs. 2, 3, and 4 are respectively a
plan, side, and end elevation of the machine,
showing the knife in position for cutting the
leather in long strips. Fig. 5 is an end view
of the knife and slide-block. -

Similarletters refer tolike partsthronghout
the several views.

The base A is provided with the slot S,
which receives and guides the block B, carry-
ing the knife K. The handle H, having the
knob N, and carrying the projecting plate I,
is provided with a screw, C, by which it is
secured to the base A. On the end of screw
C is formed a sharp point, I. The project-
ing plate I has a raised slot, O, for receiving
the block B, carrying the knife K. The base
of projecting plate L has a wide slot, T, to

allow the block B to be placed in slot S of the |

base A, directly under the projecting plate L.
The projecting plate L is also provided with
the shoulder D.

X is a pin passing through the projecting
plate L and the base A, to keep the project-
ing plate L in position. The knife X is
placed in a vercical recess in the block B and
secured thereto by the serew E, the knife K
being of sufficient length so that when placed
in theslot O of the projecting plate L the point
of knife will come below the top of the base
A. The block B, carrying the knife K, is
provided with a washer, R, and a thumb-
screw, W, by which the knife can be set at
any point desired.

The operation of the machine is as follows,

viz: The piece of leather which is to be cut
is first cut into a true circle by setting the
point I on the end of screw C in the center of
the piece of leather, thus forming a radial
point. ~The block B, carrying the knife K, is
placed inthe slot S of the base A, and the
whole machine is then revolved on the point
I, thus cutting the leather to a true circle, as
shown by the dotted lines Z Z, Fig. 1. The
diameter of circle can be varied by changing

The leather thus prepared is placed on top of
base A and under the projecting plate. L,
which keeps the leather in position. The
knife K and block B are placed in the slot O of
the projecting plate L, and the leather pressed
“against the shoulder D and turned wuntil the
knife K has commenced to cut, when the op-
erator takes hold of the strip of leather which
has left the knife and pulls on the same until
the piece of leather is cut into one continuous
strip.” The width to which the leather is cut
is determined by the distance ‘between the

| shoulder D and the knife K, which can be

regulated by the block B, provided with the
washer R and thumb-screw W,

The machine is adjusted to cut any thick-
ness of leather by screw C on handle H, and
is accomplished by removing the pin X and
revolving the handle H until the distance

“the top of base A will admit the leather to be
cut. '

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to sectire by Letters
Patent— ‘

1. The combination, in a machine for cut-
ting shoe-strings, whip-lashes, &e., of the base
A, provided with the slot S, with the handle
H, carrying the projecting plate L, provided
with the shoulder D and slots O and U, and
the screw -C, provided with the point I, all
substantially as set forth. ‘

2. The combination of the base A, provided
with slot 8, and the projecting plate L, pro-
vided with the slots O and U, with the block
B, carrying the knife X, and the pin X, all
substantially as deseribed, and for the pur-
pose specified.

ERIC JOHNSON,

Witnesses:

M. J. REILLEY,

War. WARDROP,

the position of the knife K in the slot S..

between the bottom of projecting plate Land
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