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To ail whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMEs MCENTEE, of
Covington, in the county of Kenton and State
of Kentucky, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Fifth-Wheels for Vehicles,
whichimprovement is fully set forth in the fol-
lowing specitication and accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a section
of a vehicle-axle with my improved fifth-
wheel.© TFig. 21is a perspective view, a posi-
tion of the fifth-wheel with the inwardly-pro-
jecting lug. C

The fifth-wheels in general use have the
clipsaround the axle secured immediately be-
neath the sides of the fifth-wheel. In casethe
threads of the clip become worn, the clip it-
self broken, or in any way disarranged in such
a manner as to require its being removed for
repairs, great difficulty is frequently experi-
enced on account of the juxtaposition of the
parts.  Inorder that this defect may be over-
come, I provide a fifth-wheel plate, and, in
place of the usual clip being secured to the
lower side of it, I have inwardly-projecting
lugs or wings, which rest upon the axle, and
an independent clip placed around the axle
in such a manner as to secure the wings in po-
sition, and with them the fiftli-wheel, all of
which will now be fully set forth in detail.

In the drawings, A i1s the axle of any ordi-
nary vehicle, and A’ the lower plate of a fifth-
wheel,formed of the usual material, either full
plate or in segmental parts. The usual clips

on the under side of the plate and formed in-
tegral therewith are dispensed with, and in
their place I provideinwardly-projectinglugs
or wings B, the under side in the same plane
as the side of the plate A’, the upper side, E,

slightly rounded or oval. These wings are 40
preferably of the same width as the upper side

of the axle upon which they rest, while they
are a little longer than the width of an ordi-
nary clip, in order that the inner end, C, may

be turned up slightly. A eclip, D, of any or- 45
dinary pattern,used to secure the plate to the
axle, is placed around the axle and over the
wing and bolted in position. The upturned
end C of the wing aids in keeping the clip in
position. Aswill readily be seen, in case the 50
clip becomes broken or worn, it can be repaired
orreplaced by another without it being neces-
sary to detach the entire fifth-wheel in order

to accomplish the same purpose.

I am_fully aware that there are vehicles 55
wherein the fifth-wheels are formed as a cir-
cular plate or disk and having outwardly-
projecting lugs; but Tam not cognizant of the
fact that there are fifth-wheels wherein the -
parts are formed as a rim or segment thereof, 6>
with inwardly-projecting lugs for forming the
clip-connections.

‘What T claim is—.

The combination of the axle A and clips D
with the lower fifth-wheel plate, A’, the ends 65
of which are disconnected, and said plate be-
ing provided with the inwardly- projecting
wings B, which are rounded on their upper
surface, and having upturned ends C, all as
described and set forth. 70

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 34 day of
January, 1883, in the presence of witnesses.

JAMES McENTEE.
‘Witnesses:

J. 8. ZERBE,
C. D. ZERBE,




