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To all whom it may concern: ‘

Be it known that I, WiLLiam B, SMITH, of
Ansonia, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new
and- useful Improvement in Buckles, which
improvement is fully set forth in the follow-
ing specification and accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to that class of buckles
commonly used on suspenders, and to that
particular kind which are called or known as
“lever-buckles.” It has been usual hereto-
fore to constructsuch buckles from two pieces
of flat metal, one piece forming the plate
or body and the other the lever-bar, the ful-
crum of said lever-bar being formed by trun-
nions projecting from same into holes or rests
punched in the turned-down ears of the plate
or body. These trunmnions project through
the ears outwardly, and are exposed so as to
come in contact with such parts of the cloth-
ing as may be contiguous to the buckle, and
the bearings made by said holes are not sub-
stantial; and it is to overcome these objections
that I have devised the present construction,
which is formed of four pieces of suitable
metal arranged as hereinafter described.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents the
four pieces in detached form. E is the le-
ver-bar or clamping device. Cisthe body or
plate, and D D are the two caps which con-
fine the lever E to the body C. The lever-
bar E has its holding-teeth e and its trunniond
e é.
metal, whose ends are bent double, so as to

5 go around the edges of the suspender-web;

and these doubled ends are provided with
depressions ¢ e, which constitute the bearings
for the trunnions ¢'¢’. The caps D D arepro-
vided with ears d d, which are inserted into
the holes or openings ¢’ ¢ of the plate C. The
lever-bar Eis placed in position with its trun-
nions resting in the bearings ¢ ¢. Then caps

D D are placed over the trunnions, when the
ears d d are bent up under the openings ¢’ ¢
Thus the lever-bar and plate or body are
firmly held together, and the top surface above

The body C is formed of a plate, of

the trunnions isflush and smooth, as shownin
Fig. 2, where the parts are assembled as a
whole. The strap or suspender to be held
and adjusted is passed between the plate C
and the lever-bar F',being held in position by
the teeth e. The strap is freed so as to bead-
justed by the lifting up of thelever, as in or-
dinary buckles of this class.

. Fig. 3 shows a sectional view of the device
cut down through the doubled end of the plate
C transversely.

By my construction the objections hereto-
fore existing in suspender-buckles are over-
come. - The outer edges of the metal pieces
are not exposed, and the lever-trunnions are
well housed in reliable bearings.

It is obvious that many of the details of my
device as here deseribed may be changed with-
outdeparting from thespirit of theinvention—
as, for instance, the depressions ¢ ¢ may be
one-half the necessary depth to hold thetrun-
nions, and the loss made up by slightly de-
pressing the caps D D; or the entire depres-
sions may be had in the caps.

Having thus described my invéntion, what

'Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is— _

1. A buckle composed of a body or plate,
and aclamping-lever hinged thereto by means
of trunnions working in suitable bearings in
said body or plate, the said trunnions being
secured to their bearings by caps or separate
pieces, substantially as and for the purpose
described. .

2. A buckle composed of a body or plate,
C, whose ends are bent double and contain
deplebsmns ¢e¢, capped with pieces D D, for
the reception and retention of the ends or
trunnions of a clamping-lever, and the clamp-
ing-lever L, subst‘mtlally asand for the pur-
pose described.

WILLIAM E. SMITH.
Witnesses: ’

Jx¥0. C. HOTCHKISS,
Joux D. BALLOU.
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