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Be it known that I, JOSEPH MANNING, of
Clinton, in the county of Worcester, State of
Massachusetts, have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Wire-Cloth Stretch-
ers, of which the following is a description
sufficiently full, clear, and exact to enable any
person skilled in the art or science to which
said invention appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the daccompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifica-
tion, in which— .

Figure 1 is an isometrical perspective view
showing my improved stretcher as used in ap-
plying the cloth to the ceiling of a room; Fig.
92, a front elevation; Fig. 3; a side elevation;
Fig. 4, a side elevation showing its position
in applying the cloth to the walls of the room;
Fig. 5, a front elevation taken when in the
position shown in Fig. 4; Fig. 6, an end view
of the rocker-shaft and toothed bar; and Fig.
7, a front elevation of the same, the lever in
the last two views being represented as broken
off.

Like letters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts in the different figures of the draw-
ings.

My invention relates to that class of wire-
cloth stretchers which are employed in apply-
ing wire-cloth lathing to the walls and ceilings

_ of rooms; and it consists in a novel construc-
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tion and arrangement of the parts, as herein-

after more fully set forth and claimed, by
which a more effective and desirable article of
this character is produced than is now in or-
dinary use. '

The nature and operation of the improve-
ment will be readily understood by all con-
versant with such matters from the following
explanation: ,

In the drawings, R represents the body of
the stretcher, which conkists of the side rails
or standards, A. A, connected by the tie-rods d.
Mounted in the upper ends of the standards
there is a rocker-shaft, B, provided with the
downwardly-projecting lever C. Projecting
upwardly from said shaft there is an arm or
lever, », carrying at its upper end the head or
cross-bar D, provided with a series of teeth or

studs, m. The lever (" and arm or lever xare
arranged at different angles to the rails A, as
best seen in Tig. 4, or are so disposed with
respect to the shafs B that when the arm « is
in a horizontal position the lever C will stand
at an angle of about forty-five degrees to said
rails. A roll, E, for containing the wire-cloth,
is disposed in the lower part of the standards
A, the roll being readily inserted or detached
by means of the slots ». Hinged to the upper
portion of the standards A there is a frame,
I, composed of the side rails, H, and tie-rod &
Pivoted to either standard A there is a brace
rod or bar, J, adapted to engage the staples or
eyes t v on the rails . .

In the use of my improvement for applying
wire-cloth to the ceiling of a room, the body of
the stretcher is placed against the wall, as
shown in Fig. 1, the free end of the hinged
frame F resting on the floor and the braces J
being hooked into the staples ¢. The roll 1 is
then placed in its bearings in the standards A,
and the end of the cloth carried up behind the
rods d, over the head D, along the ceiling to the
opposite side of the room, and secured at K,
the end of the lever C being depressed. After
the cloth has been properly arranged, as de-
scribed, and the end of the web secured at K,
the lever C is elevated, causing the teeth m to
engage the cloth and stretch it in a manner
which will be readily obvious without a more
explieit description. The cloth is then stapled

or secured in the vicinity of the head D and-

to the furring at such other points as may be
necessary, and cut off preparatory to putting
on another strip.

In applying the cloth to the wall of the room,
the body R is laid flat on the floor, as shown
in Fig. 4, the frame F being elevated and the
braces J hooked into the staples or eyes v.
The strip of cloth is then carried along the
floor under the ties d and upwardly to the top
of the room, where its end is secured, the le-
ver O being depressed. After the end of the
web is secured to-the top of the wall, the lever
C is elevated, causing the teeth m to engage
the cloth near the floor and stretch it in sub-
stantially the same manner as described for
the ceiling,  After it is properly stretched, it
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is secured and cut off at the floor, and also se-
cured at such other points as may be necessary
preparatory to applying another piece. The
teeth of the head or bar D are inclined, as
shown in Figs. 3 and 4, so that when the lever
C is depressed and the cloth is drawn forward
over the head, or the head is moved back over
the cloth, it will not engage it.

Instead of carrying the cloth along the floor
beneath the ties d when applying it to the walls
of the room, it may, if preferred, be taken di-
rectly over the tie-rod ! of the hinged frame
I, the frame thereby assisting in supporting
it until the strip is fastened and cut off near
the ceiling.

Having thus explained my invention, what
I claim is—

1. In a stretcher for wire-cloth, the combi-
nation of the following instrumentalities, to
wit: a body, a frame-work hinged to the body,
a brace adapted to connect the body and frame-
work, a roller for the cloth, and a rocker-shaft,
said roller being disposed in the lower part of
the body and said rocker-shaft in its upper
part, and the rocker-shaft provided with a le-
ver for oscillating or rocking it, and means
whereby it may engage the wire-cloth and
streteh it, substantially as described.

2. In a stretcher for wire-cloth, the rocker-
shaft B, lever C, arm =, and toothed bar or
head D, the arm x and lever C standing at
different angles to the body of the stretcher,
substantially as set forth.

3. In a stretcher for wire-cloth, the hinged
frame-work I, in combination with the body
R, provided with the brace J, said frame-work
being adapted to act as a brace to the body
when applying cloth to the ceiling, and to
support the cloth when applying it to the
walls, substantially as described. :

4. Theimproved wire-cloth stretcher herein
described, the same consisting of the standards
A, tie-rods d, braces J, hinged rails H, tie-
rod [, staples v ¢, rocker-shaft B, lever C, arm
z, and head or bar D, provided with the teeth
m, constructed, combined, and arranged to
operate substantially as set forth.

5. In a stretcher for wire-cloth, the head D,
provided with the teeth i, in combination
with the rocker-shaft B and means for rock-
ing said shaft and causing said teeth to engage
the cloth, substantially as described.

JOSEPH MANNING.

Witnesses:

GEORGE A. GIBES,
EDwWARD G. STEVENS,.

30

40

45

50




