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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, SIGOURNEY WAL]]S of
Cambridge, in' the county of Middlesex and

- State of Massachusetts, have invented a cer-
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tain new and useful Improvement in Razor-
Strops, of which the following, taken in con-

nection with the accompanying drawings, is-

a specification.
In the manufacture of that class of razor-
strops in which the stropping-surface consists

of a continuous belt of leather or other flexi--

ble material, one end of which is passed about
a stationary head of a skeleton frame, while
its opposite end is passed about a movable
head or collar mounted upon said skeleton

. frame in such a manner that by turning the
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handle of the strop thethreaded shank of said
handle will act. upon the female thread with
which said movableheadisprovided,and move
it toward the handle, and thus firmly stretch
the belt, it has become the common practice
to construct this skeleton frame of two stay-
rods firmly secured together at one end by a
cross-piece, the opposfce ends of which are
provided with suitable holes, into which the
reduced eénds of the rods.are placed and then
riveted therein. The construction oftheskele-
ton frame,in this manner is not only costly,
but the cross-piece presents a rough surface
for the hands, and is apt to become loosened
from the stay rods, and thus prevent the belt

~ from being tightened, as is necessary to prop-
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erly strop a razor.

To-overcome these difficulties is the object
of my present invention; and it consists in
constructing the stay-rods and cross-head of
a single piece of metal, which will readily be
understood by reference to the description of
the drawings, and to the claim to be herein-
after given.

In the drawings, Figure 1 replesents a side

- elevation of a razor- strop illustrating my in-
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Fig. 2 represents a central longi-
Fig. 3

vention.
tudinal sectional elevation of Fig. 1.

represents a vertical sectional elevation,the
cutting plane being on line » # on Figs. 1 and
2. I‘]g 4 1ep1esents a central 1ongluud1na1
sectional elevatlon of a razor-strop such as

(No model.)

is now in generaluse. Fig. 5 is a partial plan
of the stay-rods drawn to an enlarged scale,
and Fig. 6 is a transverse sectional elevation
of same.

Razor-strops of this class are 1)10\71(1«3(1 with
two stay-rods, A A, which have upon their
outer ends reduced portions & «, upon which
is loosely mounted the cap or cross-head b.
The cross-head b is made removable, so as to
allow the belt B and the movable cross-head
¢ to be placed upon the rods A A, said belf
and cross-head being provided with suitable
openings for the purpose. In the strops now
in use the rods A A areconnected together at
the handle end of the strop by a suitable cross-
head, d (see Fig. 4,) towhich each of said rods
is riveted. Midway between the rods A A
the cross-head is provided with a suitable
opening, through which passes the threaded
shank ¢ of the handle C, said shank e also
passing through an opening in the belt B
and engaging with a suitable female-threaded
opening in the cross-head ¢, while the inner
end of the handle abuts against the cross-
head d, so that by turning the handle C the
cross - head ¢ may be moved upon the rods
A A toward or from the said handle C, there-
by tightening or loosening the belt B, as may
be desired.

In order to decrease the cost of manufac-
ture, and at the same time make a much néater
and more durable article, I make the stay or
guide rods A A and the cross-head d in one
piece by taking a rod of a suitable length,
forming the reduced portions ¢ @ upon either
end thereof, and then submitting a point just
midway of its length to pressure, so as to form
the flattened portion f, through which theopen-
ing g for the passage of the shank ¢ may be
drilled, and then forming two bends in the
same to bring the two parts into positions
parallel to each other and the proper distance
apart. By this construction of the skeleton
frame all the strain in tightening the belt is
brought to bear directly upon the rods A A,
andnot through the medium of the cross-head,
as has heretofore been the practice, by which
means a stronger and much more durable
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frame is'made, which presents a neater appear-
ance and & :smoother: surface fo the hand of
the user.

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent of the United States, is—

A razor-strop composed of the skeleton
frame A d A, provided with the flattened sur-
face f and hole g, the handle C, provided with
the shank ¢, the fixed cross-head b; the mov-
able cross-head e, and the belt B, adapted to
operate substantially as described.
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Intestimony whereof I havesigned my name
tothis specification, inthepresence of twosub-
scribing witnesses, on this 17th day of Decem-
ber, A. D. 1883.

SIGOURNEY WALES.
Witnesses:

N. C. LOMBARD,
T, EDWARD BARD.




