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‘several strips or blocks glued together.

“blocks.
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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, GEORGE WESTON SIM-
MONS, of Brockton, county of Plymouth, Mas-
sachuselts, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Die-Blocks, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description.

The invention consists in certain improve-.

ment in die-blocks, as will' be hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed.

Reference isto be had to the accompanying |

drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar lefters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Tigure 1 shows a series of my improved die-
blocks clamped. together. Fig. 2 is a longi-
tudinal sectional elevation of the same, Fig.
3isa perspective view of a single block. Fig.
4 is a perspective view showing four blocks
clamped together. Fig. b is a longitudinal
sectional view of a series of blocks, showing a
modification in the manner of clamping them.

Each die-block A has the shape of a cube,
and is formed of a single block of wood, or of
Each
block is provided with two central transverse
apertures, B, which cross each other at right
angles. A series of blocks, A, is placed in a
row, and: flat bars Care placed against the
sides of the blocks, and bolts D passed through
the apertures B in the blocks and through
apertures in the bars C, and nuts D’ are then
serewed on the threaded ends of the bolts and
are drawn up tightly. Screws F are formed
on the ends of the bars C, and are passed
through apertures on end bars, G, and then
nuts H are screwed on the said screws F, and
drawn up tightly to press the end bars against
the end of the row of blocks. The blocks can
be clamped together in two rows.as a cluster,
as shown in Fig. 4.

In place of the frame formed of the bars C
and @G, a single bolt, J, can be used, which is
passed longitudinally through the several
The bolt J is provided with a head,

K, on one end, and a nut, L, on the opposite
end. 'This will do for light work.

The material—such as cloth, leather, &e.—
to be cut out by means of the dies is placed
on the above-described block, and pressure is
applied on the die, either by hand or machine
poweror by striking blows on the dies, whereby
the cutting-edge of the die will be forced
through the material and into the surface of
the die-block. :

If the receiving or supporting surface of any
block has worn off, the block can be reversed,
or the blocks can be interchanged and all four
surfaces of the block can be utilized.
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The die-block can be planed off to havea .

perfectly-smooth bearing-surface, and thereby
the danger of breaking or damaging valuable

“dies is avoided.

T am aware that adie-block has been formed

of a series of oblong blocks and securéd to-

gether by end plates and bolts, all outside of
the bloeks, and I do not desire to claim such
as of my invention.
Having thus deseribed my invention, I claim
as new and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—
1. As an improved article of manufacture,

a die-block consisting of a series of cubical.

blocks having two central apertures crossing
each other, and a bolt passing through one of
the said apertures in the several blocks, sub-
stantially as shown and described, whereby
the blocks may be reversed to present any of
the faces of the said blocks to form a new sur-
face.

2. A die-block consisting of the cubical
blocks A, provided with intersecting. aper-
tares B, rods D, passing through each of said
blocks and formed with serew-threaded ends,

bars C, provided with apertures to allow the

threaded endsto pass.through, and with screw-
threaded ends I, end bars, G, apertured to re-
ceive the ends of bars C, and nuts D" and H,
for clamping said bolts and bars in place, sub-
stantially as set forth. ’
GEORGE WESTON SIMMONS.
Witnesses:
CHARLES W. SUMNER,
JOHN SIMMONS.
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