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- To @it whom it may concern: :
Be it known that I, JocoB J. UNBEHEND, of | two of its operafive positions—viz., standing

" I0

. s

State of New York, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Shoe-Clasps, of which
the following, taken in connection with the
accompanying drawings, is a full; clear, and
exact description.

This invention relates to that class of shoe-

clasps in which a spring-actuated tongue in-
terlocks with a slotted plate. ’
" The invention consists in an improved con-
struction of the component parts of the clasp,
whereby increased stability is imparted there-
to and the' manufacture thereof is simplified
and cheapened.

The invention is fully illustrated in the an-
nexed. drawings, wherein Figure 1 is an edge

" view of the clasp interlocked with the slotted
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companion plate shown in dotted lines. TFig..

2 is a-detached plan view of said slotted plate,
Fig. 8 is a plan view of the clasp with the
tongue thrown off from its attaching-plate, to

- better illustrate the construction of said mem-
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“bers. .Fig. 4 is an edge view of the clasp with

~ ‘the tongue raised, to illustrate the operation
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of the spring. Tig. 5 is a plan view of the
blank from which the attaching-plate of the
clasp is formed. Fig. 6 is'alongitudinal see-
tion of the samme, and Fig. 7 is an edge view
illustrating modifications of my invention.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

A represents a metal plate provided with

transverse-slots S 8, and adapted to be at--

tached to one of the quarters or straps of the
shoe. C is another metal plate, designed to be
attached to the other quarter or strap of the

shoe, and ¥'is the tongue hinged -on the attach--

ing-plate G, and adapted to enter one of the
slots of the plate A, and thus interlock with
said plate, as represented in Fig. 1 of the draw-
ings. : e :

It is the construction of the clasp proper—
viz., the plate C and tongue T—which my in-
vention has reference to. This clasp counsists,
essentially, of two flexible plates connected to-
gether at or near one end, and a third plate
having angular projections passing between
the free ends of the first two plates and con:
stituting the hinge of the tongue. The press-
ure of the flexible plates on the angular hinge-

pin serves to. yieldingly hold the tongue in

‘Syracuse, in the. county of Onondaga, in the | extended forward from its attaching-plate, as

shown in Fig. 8 of the drawings, and.lying
back upon its attaching-plate for retaining the
interlocked plate A, as represented in Fig. 1
of the drawings. In order to manufacture the
said clasp in an inexpensive and expeditious
manner, I form the attaching-plate Cofaspring
sheet-metal blank, B,having a solid central por-
tion,a, openingsb b at oppositesides ofsaid cen-
tral portion, and end extensions, ¢ ¢, having an-
gular or elongated depressions or recesses d d,
as illustrated in Figs. 5and 6 of the drawings.
This blank I fold across the center once upon
itself, so as to bring thie two end portions to
lie.contignously one upon the other, and with
the recesses d-d between the free ends thereof,
said blank being thus converted into two
spring.leaves or jaws, having between them
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the aforesaid recesses, into which is extended -

a corregsponding angular or elongated pintle,
¢, formed  integral with or otherwise rigidly
attached to the tongue T. In raising the free
end ofsaid tongue,the pintle ¢ thereofis cansed
to pry apart the free ¢nds of the two spring-
Jjaws, which constitute the attaching-plate of
theclasp,asshownin Fig. 4 of the drawings,and
the pressure of said jaws'on the pintle.e throws
the tongue T either forward or back after it
has passed over the center of its movement.
It will be observed that by my improve-
ment I obviate the short bend required on the
end of the plate to form the usual round eye
or sleeve- for the reception of the common
hinge-pin, said short bend being  difficult to
make with the material required for the clasp.
The blank B, with the recesses d d,is easily

stamped out of sheet-steel, and when doubled,

as deseribed, completes the combined attach-
ing-plateand spring. I domnot, however, limit
myself to the deseribed construction of the at-
taching-plate C and tongue'T, as it is obvious
that the plate C may consist of a single leaf,
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and the spring for actuating the tongue can be -

obtained by forming the tongue of two flexi-
ble plates connected together at their free ends,
and provided at their opposite ends with the
recesses d d for grasping the hinge-pin at-
tached to the plate C, as illustrated in Fig. 7
of the drawings. '

‘What I claim as my invention is—
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1. A shoe-clasp composed of two flexible
plateslying-one upon the other, and connected
together at or;ndar: one end, and a third plate
havmg angulau projections extendmg between

- 5 the free ends of the flexible plates, substan-
tially as described, and constituting the hinge
of the tongue, in the manuner set forth.

2. In a shoe-clasp, the combination of two
spring-jaws provided between their vibratory

. 10 ends with angular or elongated recesses, sub-
stantially as described, an angular pintle ex-
tending between said recesses, and a tongue
attached to said pintle, substantlally as se‘n
forth and shown.

8. The blank B, formed with the solid een- 1 5
tral portion, a, opemnws b b at opposite sides
of thesaid central portion, and end extensions,
¢ ¢, having recesses d d, substantmlly as de-
seribed and shown.

In testimony whereof T havehereunto signed 20

my name and affixed my seal, in the pres-
ence of two attesting witnesses,at Syracuse, in
the county of Onondaga, in the State of New
York, this 3d day of July, 1884,
-JACOB J. UNBEHEND. [L.s.]
‘Witnesses: » :
FREDERICK H. GIBBS,
Wnu. C. RAYMOND.
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