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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN FAHRNEY,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Hagerstown, in the county of Wash-
ington and State of Maryland, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Thill-
Couplings, of which the following is a specifi-
cation, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings.

This invention pertains to-lmprovements
in thill-couplings, having forits object to com-
pensate wear, to prevent rattling, and to ren-
der the parts readily separable and easily put
together; and the invention therefore con-
sistsof the eombination of parts and their con-
struction, substantially as hereinafter fully set
forth, and pointed outin the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a-plan view of my coupling. VFig. 2 is.a ver-
tical section of the same-on the linex«. TFig.
3is'aside elevation, and Fig. 4 is a detailed
view of a part thereof.

In the organization of my invention, I em-
ploy, as usual, an axle-clip, A, which em-
braces the axle, and a wooden bolster placed
upon the latter and bolted thereto. Upon
the front of the axle-clip A is formed, by be-
ing cast therewith, the thill-socket B, said
socket having the forward free ends of its
side pieces formed with eyes a @, which re-
ceive and through which is passed the pin
or bolt b, securing the thill-eye in said socket,
said thill being inserted into said socket, and
said bolt being passed through said thill-eye
also. Throuo"h the .upper part of the thill-
eye is made a lubricant-duct communicating
with said eye, to permit the ready lubrica-
tion of said eye and the coupling pin or bolt
b, said lubricant-duct being closed as against
the entrance of foreign substances or dirt-by
a screw-plug, d. . In rear of the thill-eye, in
the socket, is inserted the usual rubber cush-
ion or spring, C, and in rear of the latfer is
disposed a follower or plate, D, bearing and
held against said cushion or spring by an ad-
Jusblnv or binding thumb-serew, B, passed
through the axle-clip A and through the

.vooden bolster on the axle, the purpose of

which is to compensate Wear, as' the same is
reduced by constant frictional contaet with
the thill-eye, and to hold said spring or cush-
ion firmly in its socket and against the thill-
eye, and to prevent said cushion or spring

from accidentally leaving its place. The pri-:

mary object of the above disposition of parts

is to prevent the rattling of the thill coupled
to the axle. The lower end of the follower
or plate D is bent or extended at right angles
to its main portion, as at f, so as to extend
rearwardly and rest against the under side
of the rear underneath edge of the thill-clip
B, at which point said extension ¢ is slotted,

‘as ab f, to permit the passage of the axle- chp-

securing bolt adjoining it and to allow of the
movement of said follower, while being pro-
vided with a bearing ther eat

I am aware that lt is not b‘IO‘Ld]V new to
employ elastic packing, and means for ad-
justing it at intervals as worn, with the ob-
ject of compressing the thill-eye to hold .it
steadfast, and thus to prevent rattling and
unnecessary friction thereof; but in the con-
struction of my thill -coupling I project the
adjusting and binding thumb-screw E through
the axle-¢lip A, which incloses the axle,
the axle-clip being provided with a coin-
cident female serew, I¥, and the axle with a
suitable orifice for its reception, and employ
the right-angular follower or plate D, having
the recess f for the reception of clip A,which
is projected through said recess and guide-
plate D in order to prévent its being shifted
out of position.  The elastic packing is thus
held. on a line horizontal to the end of the
thill-eye,whichis an important improvement,
because the thill-eye at this point is exposed
to the greatest jar and friction, and consequent
wear, trom which results the rattling thereof,
Whlch is also in like manner mvmded

Having thus fully described my inven‘t-ion,
what I elaim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

A thill- coupling consisting of the a‘{le -clip
A, thill-socket B, eyes a, for reception of pin
or bolt b, cushlon C, actuated by right-angular
plate D, vecessed for reception of clip A, Whlch
guides it, and threaded screw I, engaging
with coincident female screw I¥ in clip A,
substantially as shown, and for the purpose de-

seribed.

In testimony whereof I aﬂl\ my smmtme in
presence of two witnesses.

, BENJAMIN FAHRNEY.

‘Witnesses: :

J. NorA MoGILL,
W. M., RHEEM.




