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Application filed July 28, 18%4. (No modél.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY D% BUs, of Cin-
cinnati, Hamilton county, Ohio, haveinvented
a new and useful Hoop - Fastener or Hoop-
Keeper, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. . '

My invention relates to an improved form
of fastener or keeper for the hoops of kegs and
other cooperage-work; and it consists of a
hook-headed tack of the peculiar construction
hereinafter set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figures 1,
2 and 3 are respectively a side, a back, and
a top view of a fastener or keeper embodying
my invention. Fig. 4is a section of a portion
of' a keg, showing one of mykeepers in posi-
tion. ‘

My keeper is (by means of a suitable die)
cut and swaged or stamped out of around wire
into the form represented, in which the shank
has a four-square neck, «, and is thence alter-
nately cylindrical, b 5", and four-squarea’ o’
«”,and terminatesin anacute pyramidal point,
¢. 'The head of the keeper consists of a later-
ally-extending projection, d. :

Fig. 4 shows the way in which the keeper

is applied, the same being so driven as to-

bring the shank in close juxtaposition to the
hoop on its upper or chine edge, and with its

30 head overlapping the hoop.

The shank,composed of a prismatic or four-
square neck and alternately cylindrical and

prismatic sections or zones, the last prismatic
‘zon6 passing into the form of an acute pyra-
mid, has several very decided advantages.
Yor example, such keeper, by the mere act of
drivihg, becomes immovably-anchored in the
substance of the wood and canneither fall out
nor turn around. Itslaterally-extendinghead
fits snugly over the hoop, preventing slip-
page of the latter over it, and isfree from pro-
jections that would be liable to mutilate the
hands of the operator.

In contradistinction from keepers that re-
quire to be driven before the hoopis applied,
my keeper mdy be applied at any time after
the task has been completely hooped, and even
after protracted use of the cask, and does not
necessitate the removal of the hoop for its ap-
plication.

I claim as a new article of manufacture—

The fastener or keeper for cooperage-hoops,

consisting of laterally-extending head d,whose.

four-square neck ¢ is joined to an alternately-
eylindrical and-four-square shank, b o ¥ a” 0"
«”, that terminates in the pyramidal point ¢,
substantially as set forth. '

" In testimony of which invention I hereunt
set my hand. ‘

HENRY DE BUS.

Attest:
- Gro. H. KN16HT,
Cuas. E. Prior.
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